
 

WEEKLY PARENTS BULLETIN NO 11 – WEEK A 
 

Week Commencing 28th November 2022 

Monday 28th November Year 11 Mocks all week 

Tuesday 29th November  

Wednesday 30th November  

Thursday 1st December 8.20 a.m. – 1.30 p.m. Year 10 Engineering Site Visit to Airbus, Bristol 

Friday 2nd December  

 

 

It’s been a good first week for our Year 11 students who are half-way through their mock exams.  It’s 

been good to see students listening attentively during the pre-exam briefings and taking that focus 

into the exam hall.  Teachers are now busily marking the papers ready to give marks and grades ahead 

of Progress Evening which will be held on Thursday 15th December. 

 

A group of 12 Year 7 and 8 students have been getting stuck in on Jamie’s Farm in Hereford this week.  

Students take part in a normal farm day which includes feeding the animals, cooking meals and a daily 

hike!  I was lucky to visit the farm on Wednesday and it was great to see our young people doing such a 

fantastic job of looking after the animals and truly making the most of the experience.  Huge thank you 

to (a very tired) Ms Musto and Mr Baker for supervising! 

 

We also had a series of workshops run by “Fearless” this week to all Year 7, 8 and 9 students.  Fearless 

are part of Crimestoppers and do outreach work with secondary age pupils in all schools across 

Gloucestershire.  These sessions focused on knife crime and our students asked great questions and 

listened brilliantly.  It is such an important issue it was good to see our young people really engaging 

maturely. 

 

In the final week of term, we would like to offer every child who would like to join us the chance to have 

a Christmas lunch, free of charge, with staff in the canteen.  Please see more details below.  All 

students need to do to is let the canteen staff know over the next few days if they would like to reserve 

a Christmas lunch! 

 

A reminder to follow us on social media, if you do not already, as it is a great way to stay in touch with 

all the great things going on at our school. 

 

 
Richard Brand 

Headteacher 

 

 



 

ENJOYMENT  ACHIEVEMENT  COMMUNITY 

 

Congratulations to the following weekly winners of our attendance raffle week ending 18th 

November 2022:- 

 

KS3 – Harley C – Year 8 

KS4 – Charlotte J – Year 11 

 

YEAR 11 MOCK EXAMS 

 
 

Year 11 Mock exams are now underway. Wishing you all lots of luck! 

 

SPARX MATHS 

 



 

BRIGHT SPOTS 
Here are some lovely drawings done by some of my Year 8 students for their homework - 

they are doing a project on shading and had to use the skills they have been learning in 

class to create a tonal drawing of a soft drinks can.  (Mrs Charles) 

 

Tyler K 

April D 



 

 

Jayden S 
 

Emily T 

 

 



 

 Belle S 
 

JAMIE’S FARM RESIDENTIAL TRIP 

 

Day One: Whilst half of the group were out feeding the pigs, sheep and chickens, the others 

were making everyone breakfast. Other activities planned for the day included horse 

grooming, woodwork and cooking. 

 



 

 
Cayden P 

 

 
Flourish O, Cayden P and Ava-Lily W 



 

 
Flourish O 

 
Jacob A, Cayden P and Mark H 



 

KS3 KNIFE CRIME AWARENESS WORKSHOPS 

 
This week, our KS3 students are participating in knife crime awareness workshops as part 

of our PHSE/safeguarding curriculum. 

 

Thank you to Gemma from Crimestoppers for coming in and discussing this very important 

issue and highlighting the risks, dangers and consequences of knife crime including ways to 

stay safe, how to report incidents anonymously and "make good choices that minimise 

harm". 

 

Reporting anonymously through Fearless makes a big difference, "speak up, stay safe, make 

a difference in your community and keep people safe." 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YEAR 5 PUPILS (LYDNEY C OF E) 

 
Our Science teacher, Miss Wheatstone was really impressed with Year 5 students from 

Lydney C of E School who visited the Science labs this morning.  They were really engaged 

in their session investigating changing states and conducted their own experiment using 

the lab equipment. 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

READING PROGRAMME 

 
This term, Miss Hussain’s Year 7 tutor group have been reading ‘Journey to the River Sea’ by 

Eva Ibbotson. 

 

They are really enjoying the story of 13-year old orphan, Maia, who is sent to live with her 

distant relatives along the Amazon river. Maia finds herself in the middle of a colourful 

adventure meeting some mysterious and interesting characters along the way and 

embarking on a remarkable journey down the Amazon in search of the legendary giant 

sloth. She discovers a joyous world bursting with new experiences. 

 

Quote from the book: “They were steaming out of the station before Maia asked, ‘Was it 

books in the trunk?’ ‘It was books’, admitted Miss Minton. And Maia said, ‘Good.’ 

 

 
 



 

 
Jayden L 

 
Arnav M 

 



 

CAREERS 
Interested in a career in medicine? Then why not sign up to the Medicine Q&A session 

organised by the NHS Foundation Trust.  It’s aimed at Year 9 onwards and will be held 

online after school on Monday 12th December 17:45 – 18:45. 

 

Book your free space on Eventbrite before Thursday 8th December 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/medicine-qa-career-session-tickets-443269861087 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/medicine-qa-career-session-tickets-443269861087


 

Year 11 NEXT STEPS 

 

It’s time for our Year 11 students to start thinking about what you want to do after you 

leave school.  Following open evenings and events, applications are starting to open for 

sixth forms and colleges; it is also not too early to start looking at apprenticeship vacancies. 

Here are the main post-16 options for students when they leave year 11: 

• Sixth forms – where you can study 3-4 A-levels or a mixture of A-levels and 

vocational qualifications such as BTEC 

• Colleges – where you can study T-levels (a new technical qualification, equivalent to 

three A-levels)) or another vocational qualification (BTEC) at different levels (Entry 

level to level 3) 

• Apprenticeship – jobs with training; students can look for vacancies on employers 

websites, the government site https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship, on the 

Gloucestershire College website 

https://www.gloscol.ac.uk/apprenticeships/vacancies/, Gloucestershire Engineering 

Training (GET) for Engineering apprenticeships https://www.get-

trained.org/Apprenticeships/about-apprenticeships , or AccXel in Cinderford 

https://www.accxel.co.uk/apprenticeships/ (Construction) 

 

Schools will have entry criteria for the different qualifications, both in general terms (e.g., 

five GCSEs at grade 4) or for specific subjects (e.g., a grade 6 or above in Geography to 

study this subject at A-level).  You can find out the entry criteria on school or college 

websites or at open events.  If you missed an open evening at a sixth form, you could call 

the school and ask for a tour. It is worth applying early, as some applications will close early 

in the new year. Remember, you can apply to many different courses or providers and 

make the final decision when you have your GCSE results in August. 

 

School Careers Adviser is available to meet with students for one-to-one advice and 

guidance.  If your young person is unsure what to do next year, please contact their tutor 

and ask for a Careers meeting.  

 

December Year 11 Open Events 

Ribston Hall - Thursday, 1 December, 6.00 p.m.-8.30 p.m. 

Hartpury College – Saturday, 10 December, from 9.00 a.m. (book online – waiting list in 

operation) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gloscol.ac.uk/apprenticeships/vacancies/
https://www.get-trained.org/Apprenticeships/about-apprenticeships
https://www.get-trained.org/Apprenticeships/about-apprenticeships
https://www.accxel.co.uk/apprenticeships/


 

 



 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

THURSDAY 8th DECEMBER 

6.00 P.M. 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 

The Dean Academy Christmas Concert is due to take place on Thursday 8th December 2022 

from approximately 6.00 – 8.00 p.m. in the Drama Hall. Tickets are available in advance 

from Resources in school.   Tickets are £2.50 per child and £5.00 for an adult. Please send 

your child in with correct change to purchase what you require. I highly recommend you 

buy in advance as there may not be any seats available on the night. The night promises to 

be full of excellent performances from some of our most musically talented students. We 

wish you a Merry Christmas and hope to see you there.  

 

Best wishes 

Mr. Peacock 

 
 


