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HOME TO SCHOOL ASSISTANCE WITH TRAVEL POLICY — EDUCATION TRANSPORT FOR 
CHILDREN AGED 4-16 YEARS (Reception through to the end of Year 11) 

It is very important that parents think about transport when they choose the school they would like their child 
to attend. The majority of children are not eligible for free transport, and this will usually have to be organised 
and paid for by parents or carers - many schools have their own travel plans, with special routes to make 
walking or cycling safer and have special facilities such as cycle shelters. Where Gloucestershire County 
Council is not able to provide any travel assistance, parents must ensure that they can meet the costs of 
transporting their child/ren to and from school throughout their education. 

Gloucestershire County Council is only able to provide travel assistance for those children living within 
Gloucestershire and attending a maintained school or academy — transport is not provided to independent 
schools. Travel assistance is not provided to pupils studying away from their normal school. 

The County Council remains committed to ensuring that all children are able to access education and will 
continue to meet all its statutory duties which are outlined in the Education Act 1996, Education and 
Inspections Act 2006, the Home to School Travel and Transport Guidance and Home to School Travel for 
Pupils Requiring Special Arrangements Guidance. 

A. Home to School Travel Assistance Policy 

Assistance with travel will be provided to statutory school aged pupils in the circumstances set out in this 
policy. 

1. Children Living Outside the ‘Statutory Walking Distance’ 

i) The County Council will provide help to those primary school aged pupils: 

e who attend the nearest primary school to their home address (ref. Note 1 on page 2): 

and 

e whose home to school walking distance is two miles or more for a child aged under eight, including 
the academic year in which they turn eight years of age and three miles or more for a child aged eight 
or over. 

Please note - Qualifying parents will need to reapply for transport under this criterion when their child turns eight years old. 
Furthermore, they are no longer entitled to transport when the statutory walking distance increases from two to three miles. 

li) The County Council will provide help to those secondary school aged pupils who attend either: 

e the nearest secondary school to their home address (ref. Note 1 on page 2); 

or 

e the nearest secondary school agreed by the County Council to serve their home address (i.e., resident 
in the designated transport area for the school) (ref. Note 1 on page 2): 

and 

e whose home to school walking distance is three miles or more. 
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