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Our Undergraduate open days and events, whether 
on site or online, are the perfect opportunity for 
you to find out what it’s like to live and study at the 
Royal Agricultural University in Cirencester. Join us to 
discover the range of courses on offer, speak with staff 
and students and ask any questions.

rau.ac.uk

The RAU is more than 
just a degree. It has 
helped me through the 
tough times, held me 
in good stead, taught 
me to be independent 
and dedicated to my 
work and my sport – 
more importantly it has 
taught me to enjoy life 
and have a good time.
Suzanna Hext  
Graduate, Honorary Fellow
and Paralympian

LET’S MEET - 
OPEN DAYS

See our latest events

Need help with your travel costs?

If eligible, our Widening Access Financial Support 
bursary could help you and family members with the 
costs of transport, accommodation and food so that 
you can visit us for open days, offer holder days or 
simply to arrange your own visit. 
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THRIVE, EQUIP, 
CULTIVATE
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Welcome to the RAU

The Royal Agricultural University 
(RAU) has been developing leaders, 
innovators and entrepreneurs since 
1845. As we look to the future  
in these unprecedented times,  
our courses and graduates are 
needed more than ever.

Our Vision

A world where all communities 
thrive in harmony with nature.

Our Mission

Equipping a new generation to 
thrive through change.

Our Purpose

To cultivate care for the land and 
all who depend on it.
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We will provide you with the skills and 
knowledge to grasp all the opportunities 
ahead. You can benefit from courses that have 
been developed with industry partners, work 
placement opportunities that will get your foot 
in the door, and an award-winning enterprise 
programme that has led to the University being 
recognised as a Centre of Excellence by the 
Institute of Enterprise and Entrepreneurs (IOEE).

The student experience is at the heart of 
everything we do and it shows. Throughout this 
prospectus you will read stories directly from 
our students and graduates who are part of our 
“Ciren” community.

This is an exciting time to be part of the RAU. 
Why not join us and thrive through change.

@RoyalAgUni

@royalaguni

#OurRAU
@RoyalAgUni

Top 10 University of the Year and Job 
Prospects rankings for two years 

running (Whatuni 2019 and 2020)

The third safest university in 
England and Wales (Complete 

University Guide 2020)

First small, specialist HE  
institution to be named a Centre 
of Excellence by the Institute of 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurs

Innovative partnership with 15,000-
acre Bathurst Estate for teaching, 
learning and knowledge exchange

One of only six universities  
shortlisted for The Times Higher 

Education Award for Outstanding 
Entrepreneurial University

https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/RoyalAgUni?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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London 
1 hour 50 mins

Manchester 
2 hours 25 mins

Birmingham 
1 hour 20 mins

Cardiff 
1 hour 30 mins

Plymouth 
3 hours Bristol 

1 hour

Cheltenham
30 mins

Contact us

01285 889912
Email enquiry

HOW TO FIND US
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Students can easily get to  
us from all over the country, 
and from all over the world.

By car

Cirencester is easily accessible by car. 
Leave the M5 at Junction 11a and follow 
the A417 towards Cirencester. The 
University is clearly signposted from  
the Cirencester bypass. Our postcode  
for sat nav: GL7 6JS.

By train

Cirencester’s nearest railway station 
is at Kemble (around five miles from 
Cirencester) on the Cheltenham-
Swindon-London line. Trains run to 
Stroud, Gloucester and Cheltenham  
(for the Midlands and North) and to 
Swindon (for London Paddington, 
Reading, Bath, Bristol and South  
Wales). There are direct services each 
day to and from London Paddington. 
Once at Kemble, it’s just a 10-minute  
taxi ride to the University.

By coach

Cirencester enjoys a very regular coach 
service from the centre of London 
(Victoria Coach Station) and London 
Heathrow Airport with National  
Express Coaches. National Express  
also offers services to Swindon, Oxford, 
Cheltenham, Bristol, Birmingham and 
Newcastle from the London Road, 
Cirencester coach terminal.

By air

When flying into Gatwick or Heathrow 
international airports, travel along the 
M4 to Junction 15 (Swindon) and then 
follow the A419 to Cirencester.

Location

Royal Agricultural University (RAU)
Stroud Road
Cirencester
Gloucestershire
GL7 6JS
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Cirencester
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Great shopping

Awash with art galleries, speciality 
shops, boutiques, delis and antiques 
and collectables markets, Cirencester 
has an eclectic, artisan feel.  
Black Jack Street has become  
a ‘must visit’ area with loads of 
nooks and crannies to explore. Great nightlife 

Cirencester is a great night out, 
whatever your taste. Clubs, pubs, 
bars, cafés, restaurants – there 
really is something for everyone. 
Firm student favourites are student 
club nights at ‘Seventeen Black’ 
and ‘ReVa’.

Great days out

Hugely popular days out enjoyed by students 
throughout the year include Badminton Horse 
Trials, Cheltenham Festival, Cotswold Wildlife Park, 
Forest of Dean Adventure, and sporting days out at 
Gloucester or Bath Rugby.

6 
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Capital of the Cotswolds

Thriving student town

Buzzing social scene

Stunning campus dating back to 1845

Close-knit community

Inspiring 
surroundings 
– Cirencester

The great outdoors 

Tucked behind the Parish Church, 
Cirencester Abbey Grounds is a 
fantastic open green space to take
a stroll and relax. Summer days 
in the Cotswolds would not be 
complete without a visit to the 
glorious Bathurst Estate.

rau.ac.uk

Life in Cirencester is 
absolutely amazing, 
when people talk 
about the University 
we say ‘we’re at Ciren’ 
because we’re so part 
of the community.
Florentyna Anderson  
BSc (Hons) Bloodstock and  
Performance Horse Management

Cirencester          7

https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk


Cotswold Water Park

Exploring the area

Nightlife

Local shopping

YOUR 
JOURNEY 
STARTS 
HERE

rau.ac.uk

Cirencester is a thriving cultural 
hub. With plenty of restaurants, 
country pubs, unique boutique 
shops and popular night spots, 
it’s easy to see why so many 
students never want to leave – 
even after graduating.

Find out more about life at the RAU  
by chatting to one of our students!

Discover more

Forest of Dean Adventure

Each weekend is  
different at the RAU. 
Coffee and cake at one 
of the independent 
coffee shops in  
town is always a 
favourite activity.
Imogen Proctor-Coughlin 
BSc (Hons) International  
Business Management

8          Student life

Our stunning campus, which is walking 
distance to the historic town of Cirencester, 
is surrounded by beautiful Cotswold 
countryside and is within striking distance 
of urban adventure. Bath, Bristol, Oxford 
and Cheltenham are all within an hour of 
the University and London is less than  
75 minutes away by direct train.
 
The bustling market town has an  
eclectic, artisan feel popular with all 
ages. Explore the Bathurst Estate, Abbey 
Grounds, Black Jack Street, Market Place, 
Brewery Arts Gallery and the Corn Hall 
indoor market. 

The RAU also runs a free shuttle bus 
to Cirencester town centre, just one mile 
from the University campus.

Why not join us and make  
the ‘Capital of the Cotswolds’  
your home from home?

https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk
https://www.rau.ac.uk/university-life


Many students enjoy 
swimming in natural spring 
water at the park Lido, the 
oldest open-air swimming pool 
in the UK dating back to 1869.

The Cotswold sheep  
are famously known as  
‘The Cotswold Lion’.  
They once provided wool  
for half of England’s cloth.

Popular student haunts 
include ‘The Tunnel’ and  
‘The Bell’ offering delicious 
pub grub and local ales – 
including the University’s  
own ‘Muddy Wellies’ beer!

Cirencester is full 
of remarkable and 
unique pubs and 
restaurants which 
offer a completely 
Cotswolds experience 
for the duration of 
your time here.
Fred Pepper  
BSc (Hons) Rural Land  
Management

rau.ac.uk
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Rugby
Rugby

JOIN IN #OURRAU 
STUDENTS’ UNION
Student life isn’t just about 
studying; the Students’ Union 
(RAUSU) is dedicated to helping 
you make the most of your time  
at the RAU, from sports clubs  
and societies to socıal events  
and charity fundraising. 

Feeling social? 
Follow us to find out the latest  
news and join in the conversation.

@myrausu

@RAUSU_

#YourRAUSU
@rausu_official

There are plenty of different clubs and 
societies to join including Rugby, Hockey, 
Book and Film Club, Enterprise Society, 
and many more. Many of the teams 
compete in the British Universities  
and Colleges Sports League (BUCS). 

There are plenty of opportunities to 
socialise throughout the year with 
events like the summer ball and activities 
organised including film nights, sports 
tasters, trips off campus and themed 
nights out. 

The RAUSU is also your student voice  
at the University, and you can elect your  
fellow students to fulfil roles such as 
Welfare and Campaigns Officer, RAG 
Secretary and RAUSU President. You 
could even get involved yourself! 

So you will not only study here, you  
will also make life-long friends, develop 
your skills and have an unforgettable 
university experience.

The RAU is my  
home away from 
home. The mix of the 
beautiful campus and 
surrounding areas 
with the great social 
side made me feel 
extremely welcome.
Lewis Bebb 
RAUSU President  
BSc (Hons) International 
Business Management

rau.ac.uk

10        Students’ Union

https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/rausu_official?lang=en
https://twitter.com/rausu_official?lang=en
https://twitter.com/rausu_official?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/myrausu/about/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B2tjeejgUjp/?hl=en


Netball

Community

Choir

Summer Ball
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Clubs and societies include:
Archery

Book and Film Club

Brewers’ Club

Caledonian Society

Chaplaincy

Choir

Christian Union

Croquet 

Engineering

Enterprise Society

Environmental Society

Equestrian

Fishing 

Food and Wine Society

Football

Hockey

Horse riding

Lacrosse

Netball

Polo

Racing Club

Real Estate Society

Rowing

Rugby

Running Club

Shooting

Snow sports

Team chasing

Young Farmers Club

and more...

Not seen what you’re looking for?  
Just contact the RAUSU to find out how  
to start a new club or society.

 Students’ Union        11
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When the RAU opened as a College in 1845, 
its first cohort of students totalled 25. We 
now have a diverse community of around 
1,100 students from more than 40 countries.

The RAU has links around the world. 
Students from many different countries 
study here, travelling from as far afield  
as Armenia, Australia, Canada, China, 
Colombia, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Kenya, 
Malawi, Nigeria, New Zealand, South Africa, 
the USA, Zambia and Zimbabwe amongst 
others. Overseas universities, government 
bodies and organisations have forged 
strong connections with the RAU since its 
early days, and former students have gone 
on to work for governments, influential 
companies and set up their own businesses.

We understand that you may not have 
previously lived or studied in the UK and 
could need some additional support. We 
will provide you with advice and guidance 
from initial enquiry, right through to 

enrolment. Once you arrive at the RAU, you  
can enjoy a thriving student community and  
a strong support network of international 
students. Regular Academic Skills sessions also 
offer you the opportunity to hone your writing  
skills while you study. Our goal is to support  
all our students and ensure they have  
a rewarding experience.

International Orientation

This programme is designed for non-UK 
students who will be starting their degree in the 
autumn. It provides an opportunity to get settled 
on campus just before term starts, make friends, 
and explore the local area and places of interest. 
If English is not your first language, the English 
for Academic Purposes sessions work on both 
oral and written academic English skills to 
prepare you for university study in the UK.

A WORLD OF 
EXPERIENCES
Join a diverse community and become part of a network for life.

The foundation degree 
in Agriculture and Farm 
Management has been 
a great experience so 
far. The RAU has given 
me the opportunity to 
become part of a global 
agricultural community 
due to the diversity of 
students from all around 
the world.
James Adie from South Africa  
FdSc Agriculture and Farm  
Management

rau.ac.uk
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English language requirements

All international students are required
to hold a recognised English language 
qualification of at least Grade 4 (or Grade C 
for older GCSEs) or an equivalent standard 
before they apply for a student visa. For 
students whose first language is not English, 
the University will accept the International 
English Language Test (IELTS Academic) 
with a minimum score of 6.0 average with no 
element below 5.5 (taken within the past two 
years), or other equivalent recognised English 
language qualifications which meet CEFR B2 
level. For admissions details and how to apply 
turn to page 76.

Visas and immigration

The University offers assistance to all 
international students with their visa 
applications. This support is provided free 
of charge and the RAU has a high success 
rate in obtaining student visas. Although it is 
your responsibility to check the requirements 
for entering the UK on a student visa and to 
secure the documentation required for your 
visa application, we will provide personalised 
visa and immigration support and practical 
advice throughout the application process.

rau.ac.uk
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CAREER 
READY

Ranked in the top 10 for job prospects 
two years in a row*, the RAU prepares 
graduates for successful careers in their 
chosen field, whether that be leading 
innovation and change in industry, 
informing future land-based policy,  
or setting up their own businesses.

Work placements

In an average year more than 100 students 
spend part of their course gaining a practical 
insight into the working world, expanding 
their employability skills and their network 
of contacts, thanks to placements across 
multiple sectors. All of our BSc (Hons) 
degrees now offer a choice of placement 
options including a full placement year, giving 
you the opportunity to complete an extended 
period in the workplace. 

Experts in their field

You will benefit from lectures delivered by 
leading professionals who are active in their 
industries. You could learn from veterinary 
surgeons, panel members of DEFRA, 
entrepreneurs and chartered surveyors,  
just to name a few.

A powerful network

At around 17,000 strong and growing, the 
reach of the global RAU alumni network 
worldwide is wide ranging. This powerful 
group of former students is always keen 
to help graduates achieve career success, 
offering work placements, networking 
opportunities and mentoring.

Careers advice

Our Careers Team is on hand to offer  
you information, advice and guidance.

We aim to help everyone capitalise on 
the skills, experiences and qualifications 
gained at the RAU.

Careers services include:

»   One-to-one guidance from our  
professionally trained Careers Advisor

»    Access to a wide range of job 
vacancies  on the University’s online 
job portal, available both to current 
RAU students and recent graduates

»    An email careers service offering  
advice on specific queries and  
a CV checking service

»   Career planning and jobseeking 
workshops

»   Employer-led events throughout the  
year including our annual Careers Fairs, 
open to all students.

*Whatuni Student Choice Awards in 2019 and 2020

https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk


I would say to definitely 
give it a go especially if 
you are considering 
starting your own 
business in the future. 
There’s lots to learn – 
including consumer 
behaviours, leadership, 
marketing management 
etc. The course will 
provide you with a great 
start before venturing 
into the business world!   
Josephine Laurence 
BSc (Hons) International  
Business Management

RAU Graduate Josephine Laurence 
successfully created and delivered 
Gloucestershire’s first ever Asian Food 
Festival, using the skills and experience 
she gained on the BSc (Hons) International 
Business Management degree.

rau.ac.uk
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We place a strong emphasis 
on entrepreneurialism, creating 
opportunities for our students to 
develop their own business ideas 
and receive tailored support.

The Enterprise and
Entrepreneurship Programme

Our award-winning Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship Programme (EEP) provides an 
inspiring and supportive environment in which 
our students can share, develop and launch 
their ideas. We became just the sixth university 
to be made a Centre of Excellence by the 
Institute of Enterprise and Entrepreneurs (IOEE) 
in 2019, awarded for leading-edge enterprise 
practice and for making the development of 
students’ entrepreneurial skills a priority.

As well as acting as a springboard for the 
business leaders of tomorrow, our celebrated 
programme has attracted the support of 
business leaders and PR sponsors across the 

UK, enabling us to organise networking events, 
enterprise workshops, mentoring services, 
inspirational talks and a chance to meet with  
one of our Entrepreneurs in Residence or 
industry experts.

rau.ac.uk

Workshops

Tailored to each level of the start-up journey, 
these informative workshops are designed to 
provide students with the practical information 
they need to start their business.

Competitions

Our ‘Think it’ challenge allows students  
to submit a short filmed business pitch.
However, for those with more established 
business ideas, we hold our annual Dragons’
Den style Grand Idea business plan competition. 
Students pitch to an expert judging panel 
in the hope of winning £2,500 to invest in 
their business. Once you have graduated and 
your new business is more established, you 
could enter our ‘Hatched’ competition and 
win investment of up to £50,000 to take your 
enterprise to the next level.

Mentoring

Our mentoring programme has been 
established for many years. Our external 
mentors provide 10 hours of support for 
students and are paired according to their 
skills, sector and experience.

First Steps Fund

Our First Steps Fund provides students, 
staff and recent alumni with proof of 
concept funding of up to £250 to help  
them test their business idea.

Ask the expert

We invite professionals and industry 
experts to meet with our students on 
a one-to-one basis to discuss specific 
aspects of starting their own business  
such as accountancy, legal, social media 
and strategy.

The RAU has 
entrepreneurship 
in its DNA, and I’ve 
been inspired and 
privileged to watch 
that characteristic 
bloom in its students 
over the years.
Levi Roots  
Founder, Reggae Reggae 
Sauce and RAU Grand Idea 
Competition Judge

16        Enterprise and innovation
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The sixth university  
to be made a Centre  
of Excellence by the 
Institute of Enterprise  
and Entrepreneurs (IOEE)

rau.ac.uk

Cirencester Growth Hub

The Cirencester Growth Hub is open to 
students and provides desk and meeting 
space for students running their own business 
alongside their degree. The space provides a 
professional environment from which to run  
a business, and the chance to interact with, 
and become a part of our start-up community. 

Social Enterprise Projects

Students can get involved with the University’s 
social enterprise projects, ‘Muddy Wellies’ 
ale and our own ‘Cotswold Hills’ wine which 
is produced from the University’s vineyard. 
These projects provide a chance to develop 
your enterprise skills and gain real life business 
experience and the proceeds go to our First 
Steps Fund, supporting budding student 
entrepreneurs.

Our Muddy Wellies ale is available across  
the county including three Waitrose stores, 
while our award winning Cotswold Hills wine 
is in 124 stores across the South, including  
87 Mid-Counties Co-Op stores.

Awarded Enterprising 
Learning Provider of 
the Year at the Small 
Firms Enterprise 
Development
Initiative (SFEDI) and 
Institute of Enterprise 
and Entrepreneurs 
(IOEE) awards 2019

Find out more  
about our enterprise 
programme at  
rau.ac.uk/enterprise  
or cotswoldhills.org.uk

Hear what our 
budding student 
entrepreneurs 
have to say about 
the programme

Enterprise and innovation        17
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LEARNING 
WITHOUT 
BOUNDARIES 
– FARMING 
AND LIVERY
Benefit from practical learning space 
right on your doorstep. There are  
a number of farms located near the 
campus which provide our students 
with an ideal field laboratory. 

Bathurst Estate

18        Farming and livery

https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk


These farms  
are part of the 
Higher-Level 
Stewardship 
Scheme

More than 100 agricultural businesses 
generously allow us and our students to learn 
from their activities and experiences.

We continue to develop strategic partnerships 
with local and regional farming enterprises, 
providing our students with an enhanced 
range of up-to-date best practice farming 
operations off-site.

Nearby Coates Manor Farm and Kemble Farm 
offer a variety of different farming systems 
and our new partnership with the Bathurst 
Estate will provide invaluable real-world 
experience to students on all of the 
University’s courses – including agriculture, 
business, the environment, real estate, rural 
land management, and equine. We also offer 
an equestrian centre with stabling and livery 
facilities at our Fossehill Farm. All the farms 
are run on a commercial basis and our 
students benefit through access to their 

physical and financial data, which enables 
them to understand all aspects of  
farm management.

The mix of enterprises include cattle, 
sheep, horses and arable. Students also 
have access to dairy farms. These various 
enterprises are used for farm classes, 
demonstrations and projects as well as a 
focus for research. Current projects include 
an investigation into reduced cultivation 
and improvements in soil organic matter 
and fertility. Field and plot trials are 
undertaken on the farms by commercial 
companies on an ongoing basis and the 
farms provide several demonstration  
and trial areas.

These farms are part of the Higher-Level 
Stewardship Scheme and are committed  
to enhancing the environmental value  
of their holdings.

Bathurst Estate

Our partnership with Gloucestershire’s 
Bathurst Estate will provide students and 
staff with access to 15,000 acres of 
farmland, forestry, environmentally managed 
land, real estate, heritage properties and  
a range of rural enterprises for teaching, 
research and knowledge exchange.

Coates Manor Farm

Coates Manor Farm is within walking 
distance of the campus and is 
predominantly arable cropped, with some 
pasture land supporting the equine activity. 
We currently grow feed and milling wheat, 
oilseed rape and spring malting barley.

Fossehill Farm (Equestrian)

Fossehill is the home of the RAU equine 
facility and is set in 30 hectares of 
grassland and woodland. It offers stabling 
in four American barns and two external 
barns, where livery clients can exercise 
their horses in our 30x60m Martin Collins 
floodlight riding arena, circular all weather 
exercise track or around the RAU farm ride. 

rau.ac.uk

Fossehill Farm

Kemble Farms Ltd

This large dairy complex, just half a  
mile from the main campus, provides 
outstanding opportunities for our students, 
allowing access to observe the commercial 
management of a high yielding 900-cow, 
all-year-round calving dairy unit.

Leaze Farm

To provide a contrast, students have access 
to this 300-cow autumn block calving herd, 
utilising a grass-based system.

Find out more at rau.ac.uk/farms

Farming and livery        19

See our Fossehill facilities

Discover more
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INNOVATION 
FOR THE LAND – 
OUR FACILITIES
We are a constantly evolving University with  
cutting edge facilities which encourage research  
and innovation nationally and internationally.

John Oldacre Rural Innovation Centre

The Royal Agricultural University, with generous support from the 
Frank Parkinson Agricultural Trust, has invested £1.2m into the 
future of its students and the wider community with the John 
Oldacre Rural Innovation Centre.

This rural centre of excellence enables the sharing of the very  
latest in scientific knowledge and technological innovation 
between those undertaking the applied research and those 
involved in agricultural production.

John Oldacre Rural Innovation Centre
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Find out more

Rural skills training

The John Oldacre Rural Innovation  
Centre offers dedicated rural skills training  
to equip students with the hands-on skills 
highly sought after by employers. This 
training and access to a range of modern 
equipment adds considerable value to your 
learning experience.

The centre caters for a wide range of abilities 
and a diverse range of programmes is 
available to supplement existing experience. 
Courses include all-terrain vehicle (ATV), 
chainsaw operation, first aid, tractor 
operation and many more. All courses lead  
to certification, either from the RAU or  
where applicable, from recognised awarding 
bodies, and aim to complement your 
academic studies. The centre is registered  
as a Lantra-approved training centre.

Find out more

https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk
https://www.rau.ac.uk/about/farms/rural-innovation-centre
https://www.rau.ac.uk/study/short-courses/rural-skills/rural-skills-courses


Alliston Centre

Named after the late Professor John 
Alliston who was Emeritus Professor  
of Agriculture at the RAU, this £4.2m 
centre is a base for Gloucestershire 
businesses and a headquarters for 
innovators working across the UK’s 
agriculture and land-based industries.

Based on our Cirencester campus, the  
building is used by Farm491 and 
Cirencester Growth Hub – part of the 
Gloucestershire Growth Hub network – 
supporting local enterprises to achieve 
their potential, expand and create jobs.

The Growth Hub was funded by a £1.25m 
grant from the GFirst Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP) and by the RAU.

Farm491

Farm491 is a leading UK-based agritech 
incubator and innovation space offered by  
the University. Through its state-of-the-art 
facilities, dedicated team and access to  
expert advisors, Farm491 supports agritech 
businesses and promotes technology  
and innovation within the sector.

Since opening at the Alliston Centre in 2018, 
Farm491 has proudly supported both current 
students, alumni and other innovators across 
the world to reach their full potential.  
Our in-house team and wider network of 
experts are on hand to advise on investment, 
marketing and recruitment, as well as 
providing a platform for webinars and events.  
 

Alliston Centre

Farm491 offers a range of membership 
options including:

Virtual – for innovators not requiring physical 
space, mentoring and business support  
is provided by the Farm491 Team and  
expert network. 

Flexible – mentoring and business support 
plus access to dedicated hot-desking facilities 
in the Alliston Centre.

Workshop – mentoring and business support 
plus a workshop space at Harnhill Manor 
Farm for innovators needing space to build  
or test their ideas.

Resident – mentoring and business support 
plus a full-time office for two to eight people 
in either Trent Lodge or the Alliston Centre.

Farm491 virtual membership is free to any 
full fee-paying RAU student wishing to start 
or progress a business focused on the future 
of food or farming.

rau.ac.uk
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Find out more
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TOMORROW’S CHALLENGES 
TODAY – RESEARCH
The RAU has been at the forefront of agricultural innovation for 175 years.

From sustainable agriculture, food security 
and equine science and management, to 
business, real estate, rural land management 
and the rural economy, our researchers are 
regularly called upon by the national media  
for their expert opinion on a range of topical 
issues and policies.

Land value research

The RAU was appointed by a consortium  
of London borough councils, led by Islington 
Council, to examine the impact of planning 
changes on land values in London.

As part of a team with Kingston University,  
the University of Reading and Ramidus 
Consulting, the research has found that  
the interpretation of recent changes to the 
planning system has had a significant impact 
upon affordable housing provision in London 
through unintentionally inflating land values.

Sustainable cropping systems

This is a key research theme at the RAU with 
projects ranging from the impact of non-
chemical weed control techniques, weed 
recognition, factors influencing nitrogen 
fixation for fertility building, bi-cropping and 
developing novel legume cropping systems.  
A key resource and research theme has been  
a 10-year fully replicated field trial site 
investigating how crop establishment 
technique influences crop growth, 

development and yield whilst also assessing 
how these treatments have impacted soil 
health and physical soil characteristics. 
These research projects are helping 
agriculture move towards reducing the 
environmental impact whilst developing 
viable alternative production systems  
which is helping steer a more sustainable 
pathway for growing crops.

The energy requirements  
of horses in training

PhD student Mark Ebert’s work has involved  
a large-scale field study measuring the energy 
requirement of sport horses and racehorses.  
This is the first longitudinal study looking at 
energy balance, dietary intakes and exercise 
regimes of horses from the UK and 
Switzerland during a normal training and 
competition season. Mark has found that 
training is remarkably similar in type and 
duration within equestrian discipline and that 
when working, horses use considerably less 
energy than we anticipate. This ‘real-life’  
study has produced more accurate methods  
for calculating energy requirements than the 
current official recommendations and has 
shown why obesity within our equine 
population is increasing.

Equine behavioural neuroscience

We specialise in learning more about how the 
brain controls behaviour, using cognitive tests  
to reveal the inner workings of the horse brain.  
A horse completing the Three-Choice Serial 
Reaction Time Task can tell us more about 
abnormal behaviours such as crib-biting and 
weaving. Using the horse as a model species 
we are contributing to research into human 
mental health, with recent publications in the 
Journal of Neuroscience Methods and 
presentations at the Festival of Neuroscience 
in Birmingham.

rau.ac.uk
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Co-producing future research  
priorities in animal health and welfare

PhD student Emily Bull, funded by AHDB 
Beef & Lamb, is leading research into the 
significant challenges facing the calf 
rearing sector, including antibiotic use  
and the welfare of calves. The project will 
produce guidance on best practice for 
rearing dairy-bred beef calves, helping 
producers to run a more efficient  
and profitable calf rearing business.

The project will actively engage  
with industry, exploring further  
innovation potential.

  Research        23

Find out more
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A PLACE TO 
CALL HOME
Whether you choose to live on our 
Cirencester campus surrounded by 
the rolling hills of the Cotswolds or off 
campus in the heart of the town, the RAU 
is a place you can call home. Located on 
one large site in 25 acres of picturesque 
countryside, with a population of around 
1,100 students, we are more like  
a community than a campus.

There is a wide range 
of on and off campus 
accommodation available to 
suit all tastes and budgets

rau.ac.uk

24        Accommodation

Take a tour

https://www.rau.ac.uk
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Halls of residence

We know that your room will not just be a place to study and sleep; it will be your space  
to call home. There are 11 halls of residence across the campus, all with their own individual 
qualities and characteristics. You can opt to stay in full board, half board or self-catered 
accommodation on a 36-week contract. Alternatively in the Main Building, we are able to 
offer some 29-week contracts (where you vacate the room for three weeks at Christmas 
and four weeks at Easter).

rau.ac.uk
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What’s included in your room?

»   Three meals a day for students in full 
board accommodation, or two meals  
a day for students in half board 
accommodation. We are happy to cater 
for specific medical or religious 
requirements. A self-catered option  
is available in some residences

»  Regular servicing of rooms
»  Wi-Fi
»  TV aerial point
»   Bed, work space, wardrobe, bedside 

table, bedside light and kettle
»   Free shuttle bus which runs regularly  

to and from the town centre
»  Free on campus car parking
»  Free membership of the University gym

The University surgery, launderette, café,  
bar and shop are all located on campus,  
just a short stroll from the accommodation.

Accessible rooms

We have accessible rooms available  
on campus in several buildings which  
are on the ground floor and have  
larger bathrooms.

Off campus accommodation

Second and third year students, as well 
as students who prefer the hustle and 
bustle of the town live off campus.

There is a wide range of accommodation 
available including rented houses,  
flats, cottages and converted barns  
in Cirencester and the surrounding  
Cotswold villages.

If you wish to live off campus, the 
Accommodation Team is on hand to help 
you find your new home. The RAU 
student lettings website also supports 
students in their search – urbanfox.info

Contact the  
Accommodation Team  
accommodation@rau.ac.uk

01285 889823
Monday to Friday, 9am – 5pm

Find out more

https://urbanfox.info
https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk
mailto:accommodation%40rau.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.rau.ac.uk/university-life/accommodation
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SUPPORTING YOU 
TO BE YOUR BEST
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Students are at the heart of everything we do and ensuring that 
you have a positive experience during your time here is our number 
one priority. We are committed to looking after your physical, 
mental and emotional health throughout your RAU journey.

Counselling and wellbeing

We offer a range of services to support you 
including wellbeing drop-in appointments,  
a free and confidential in-house counselling 
service, and 24-hour a day access to 
telephone and online counselling through  
our Student Assistance Service. No issue  
is too big or too small.

Chaplaincy

The Chaplaincy is here for all faiths and hopes. 
Events take place throughout the year for 
many faiths as well as more general events for 
people to socialise and relax. The Chaplaincy  
is also here to support you as an individual, 
whether you just feel like a chat or have 
something bigger on your mind.

University Health Centre

The Health Centre is available for medical 
advice, routine treatment or attention  
for illness or accidents while you are at  
the University.

STARs

Our student community share our caring ethos  
in the form of their own peer support group, 
known as STARs (Support Team Advisor 
Representatives). These student mentors  
are all second or third-year students offering 
peer support.

Disability support

Disability support covers dyslexia and a wide 
range of other specific learning differences as 
well as all physical, medical and mental health 
conditions that might affect your studies and life 
at University. We have a dedicated Disability and 
Inclusive Learning Advisor to help and support 
you throughout your time with us.

Disabled Students’ Allowance

UK students are advised to apply for Disabled 
Students’ Allowance (DSA) as soon as the 
Student Loan portal opens. This is free, non-
means tested support for dyslexia or a disability.

Contact our Disability and Inclusive
Learning Advisor enable@rau.ac.uk

mailto:enable%40rau.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk


Library

The RAU library is the central information 
resource for students on all courses. You will 
find a wealth of knowledge, either in print or 
online, plus a dedicated team of library staff 
ready to help you with your research needs.

rau.ac.uk
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Academic skills sessions

These sessions cover topics such as time 
management, structuring essays, 
referencing, revision and exam techniques, 
note-taking, and presentation skills.

Personal tutors

You will be allocated a member of academic 
staff who will be your Personal Tutor for the 
whole time you are at University. After your 
first meeting at the start of your course you 
will have further scheduled meetings to 
discuss your progress and to offer guidance 
on your studies. You can see your tutor at any 
time for advice, support or just to talk 
through any concerns you have.

IT services

Here at the RAU, we know IT will be an integral 
part of your life, both for learning and for relaxing 
and communicating with family and friends.  
You can bring your own laptop, tablet and 
smartphone and use our network for both 
academic purposes and for personal internet 
access. Free copies of Microsoft Office 365 will 
be available to download onto your devices.

All lecture presentations and other teaching 
resources are available on Gateway, our virtual 
learning environment, which you can access from 
anywhere in the world, at any time of the day  
or night. You will also have access to the myRAU 
mobile and desktop app and support from  
a dedicated IT Service Desk.

The Student Hub

Our Student Hub is located at the heart  
of the campus to make it easier for students 
to access the University services they need. 
The Hub includes staff from Student Support 
Services, Disability, Registry, Careers  
and Employability, Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship and Industry Engagement. 
There are also confidential meeting spaces  
for students to talk to staff.

https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk


SUSTAINABILITY

When we design and validate our 
courses we aim to ensure that everyone 
who studies here will be equipped with 
the knowledge, skills and attributes to 
work and live in a world where balancing 
economic, social and environmental 
factors is vital.

Depending on your course, this might include doing  
a project to assess how sustainability features can be 
incorporated into a building conversion, investigating 
the long-term effects of farm management on soils,  
or working with a local wildlife group to find the most 
effective way to restore the habitat of a rare bird, insect 
or plant. You may visit farms to see how measures  
to improve sustainability and animal welfare can be 
put into practice.

What we eat and how we use land are central to tackling 
climate change, restoring nature, health and livelihoods. 
The RAU’s purpose, to care for the land and all who 
depend on it, puts us at the heart of this. Our academics 
include leading experts in agroecology and regenerative 
agriculture, soil management, animal welfare, farmer-
centred innovation, cultural heritage and climate change, 
and healthy and resilient food systems. We also  
walk the talk, with our in-house restaurant focused  
on sustainable sourcing and partnering with local 
community kitchen The Long Table, and our Wild 
Campus project enhancing the habitats on our doorstep.

Discover more

rau.ac.ukrau.ac.uk
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OUR COURSES 

We offer different options for you, from foundation to full honours 
degree programmes. Find out more about each option below.

BSc (Hons) – Bachelor degree 
with Honours (levels four – six)

» Three years full-time
»   Four years full-time with  

a placement year

This is usually studied after A level, 
BTEC or equivalent qualifications.  
A Research Project or Dissertation 
completed in the final year leads to the 
Honours mark of excellence. This is 
ideal for someone potentially wishing 
to pursue a postgraduate qualification 
or someone who wants to showcase 
their specialist knowledge on their CV.

Integrated Foundation Year

» Four years full-time

All our BSc (Hons) degrees (levels four 
– six) offer the opportunity to complete 
an extra year of study at the start of 
your course, enabling you to progress 
on to the first year of your chosen 
degree. This is ideal if you have been 
out of education for a while, are 
changing your career or simply need an 
introduction to university level study. 
See our website for further details 
regarding entry requirements and how 
to apply through UCAS.

FdSc – Foundation Bachelor  
degree (levels four – five)

» Two years full-time

This is typically studied after A level,
BTEC or equivalent qualifications, but 
blends academic learning with a slightly 
more vocational approach. This flexible 
course means you can go straight into the 
workplace upon completion, or progress 
on to a BSc (Hons) Top-up course in a 
suitable subject area.

rau.ac.uk
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BSc (Hons) Top-up – Bachelor  
degree with Honours (level six)

» One year full-time

Once you have completed a Foundation 
Bachelor degree or equivalent (such  
as a Higher National Diploma) you can 
Top-up your qualification to a full 
Honours with this one year course.  
A Research Project or Dissertation 
completed during the year leads to  
the Honours mark of excellence.

Mature students

We welcome applications from mature 
students (aged 21 or over) and may 
consider relevant vocational experience 
as well as academic qualifications.

Part-time study

There are part-time study options 
available on many of our courses, 
allowing you the flexibility to fit around 
your other commitments.

Work placements

Many of our courses include a work 
placement to apply your learning and 
develop your expertise. All of our BSc 
(Hons) offer an option to take a full 
placement year. Further details are 
outlined on each course page.

See our full list of undergraduate 
courses rau.ac.uk/ugcourses

Discover more

https://www.rau.ac.uk/ugcourses
https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk
https://www.rau.ac.uk/ugcourses
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AGRICULTURE 
COURSES

Discover more View courses
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Hear more from our  
staff and students

View interview

Agriculture courses

The importance of agriculture for our food, 
for our environment and for our future has 
never been more relevant.

Whether you aspire to become an agricultural entrepreneur,  
a farm manager, advisor, consultant, or scientist, you will 
benefit from both hands-on practical experience and 
in-depth technical knowledge on a course that evolves with 
the input of industry advisors. All this along with guidance 
from lecturers who are active in their fields, will prepare you 
to tackle any challenges ahead and to create a more 
sustainable future.

Philip Hudson
Head of School 
Agriculture, Food and Environment

BSc (Hons)  
Agriculture

BSc (Hons) Applied  
Farm Management

FdSc Agriculture  
and Farm Management

BSc (Hons) Agricultural 
Management (Top-up)
One Year  
Farming Course
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BSc (Hons) Agriculture

You will gain a solid grounding in fundamental science while 
understanding the ever-changing needs of industry.

You will learn about the opportunities 
for technological transformation and 
the demands of global production, 
economic consequences and new 
policy developments on a degree that 
is constantly updated in consultation 
with our industry advisors. You will 
cover topics such as crop and livestock 
production, soil and environmental 
science, economic applications for 
farm enterprises, and global business 
environment.

Industry experience 

You will gain industry knowledge through 
our contacts and visits to livestock and 
crop enterprises. Farm491 will also give 
you access to on-farm/applied product 
development initiatives and nearby farms 
will provide research trials.

In your second year, you will apply your 
learning on a 15-week work placement. 
Not only could you find yourself working 
for a prestigious company in the UK 
or abroad, you will develop industry 
contacts for when you graduate.

rau.ac.uk

Career prospects

»  Agronomist

»  Nutritionist

»  Geneticist / Breeding Specialist

» Farm Manager

»  Health and Welfare Manager

» Animal Scientist

 Students have gone on to work for 
organisations including Agrii, NIAB  
TAG and AGCO.

I had some fantastic 
lecturers and mentors  
and made life-long friends 
at the RAU. Then, after 
winning the Richard 
Wigram Scholarship,  
I spent a great year in  
New Zealand milking  
dairy cows, goats and  
even sheep!
Alex Dunn, Graduate

Programme Manager 
Adam Hinchcliffe

Entry requirements: 
104 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

Foundation year option available 
Placement year option available
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BSc (Hons) Applied 
Farm Management

Develop a career within the agricultural and land-based industries 
with a course that develops the farmers, farm managers and 
consultants of the future.

The range of production systems 
commercially practised on our farms, and 
local farm businesses, will provide you 
with invaluable insight into the current 
realities of commercial farming. You will 
cover topics such as crop and livestock 
production, agricultural commodity 
trading and marketing, business finance 
and agricultural policy and legislation.

Industry experience 

Bridge the gap between the laboratory, 
the field, the commercial market and the 
farm. You will gain unparalleled access 
to on-farm/applied product development 
with Farm491 and benefit from research 
trials at nearby farms. In your second 
year, you will apply your learning on a 

15-week work placement. Not only 
could you find yourself working for 
a prestigious company in the UK or 
abroad, you will develop industry 
contacts for when you graduate.

Career prospects

»  Farm Manager

»  Agronomist

»  Nutritionist

»  Geneticist / Breeding Specialist

»  Agricultural Journalist

»  Research Consultant / Advisor

 Students have gone on to work  
for organisations including Procam 
Agriculture, Velcourt, Keenan Systems 
and Dalcour Maclaren.

rau.ac.uk

The lecturers are all very 
helpful when it comes to 
helping with research or 
going over coursework 
on a one-to-one basis. If 
you’re interested in farm 
management as a career 
or are wanting to know 
more about how an 
agricultural business runs 
then you will thoroughly 
enjoy this course.
Alexander Neason, Graduate

Programme Manager 
Adam Hinchcliffe

Entry requirements: 
104 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

Foundation year option available 
Placement year option available
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FdSc Agriculture and 
Farm Management

Whether you wish to manage an agricultural enterprise or farming 
business, migrate into finance or journalism, or continue studying 
agriculture and land management, this course will give you the 
practical, financial and leadership skills you need.

You will cover topics such as accounts 
and economics, animal and crop science, 
crop production and farm business 
management. After successfully 
completing the Foundation degree you 
could obtain an Honours degree by 
moving onto our BSc (Hons) Agricultural 
Management (Top-up).

Industry experience 

Right from your first year you will gain 
an understanding of the agricultural 
industry, with focused practical studies. 
You will develop your skills further with 
a 10-week period of work experience 
during the summer between your first 
and second year. 

You will also have the opportunity 
to gain practical experience and 
qualifications through rural skills  
training at our John Oldacre Rural 
Innovation Centre.

Career prospects

»  Farm Manager

» Agricultural Trader / Supplier

» Agricultural Insurer

» Journalist

» Research Consultant / Advisor

Programme Manager 
Tom Overbury

Entry requirements: 
56 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

rau.ac.uk

If you are looking into 
becoming a full-time 
farmer, this course 
teaches you everything 
you need to know 
about that path, and it 
prepares you from the 
very beginning to start 
thinking like a farmer. 
Tatenda Mazorodze, Student
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BSc (Hons) Agricultural 
Management (Top-up)

If you are aspiring to a career in farm management, agricultural 
consultancy or an environmental / land management advisory role, 
this course is ideal for you.

You will cover everything from  
business planning, soil analysis,  
livestock production and welfare and  
crop production to environmental 
protection. If you are already employed 
you may choose to study up to 50% of 
the course in the workplace, reducing 
the amount of time you will spend on 
campus-based modules.

Industry experience 

You will put your learning into practice on 
this course through hands-on experience 
in laboratories, on farms and via 
agricultural case studies. 

You will also have access to the 
University’s Farm491 facility, an 
innovative agritech business incubator 

providing facilities and support to 
agritech businesses and promoting 
technology and innovation within  
the sector.

Career prospects

»  Farm / Estate Manager

» Food and Bio Crop Manager

» Agricultural / Land-based Consultant

» Farm and Environmental Advisor

» Agricultural Supplier

» Grain Trader

Graduates have gone on to work for 
prestigious companies such as Agrii, 
Dalmark Group, Waitrose, AGCO and 
Natural England.

rau.ac.uk

 

In the classroom you 
learn information 
‘academically’, but the 
RAU also offers many 
great placement options. 
Over the holidays – 
Christmas, Easter and 
Summer – you can do 
placements and learn 
information ‘practically’.
Oliver Pritchard, Graduate

Programme Manager 
Adam Hinchcliffe

Entry requirements: 
A Foundation Degree or a HND 
in a related subject  
See page 80 for more details.

BSc (Hons) Agricultural 
Management (Top-up)
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One Year Farming Course

This one year farming course has been tailor made for those 
seeking to become farmers, landowners or managers of 
contemporary farm enterprises.

You will study all key aspects of modern 
farming practices, crop and animal 
husbandry and science, as well as 
farm mechanisation, administration 
and an introduction to farm and estate 
management. As a tailor-made, skills-
based course, it will provide you with the 
opportunity to hone your practical skills.

Industry experience 

You will benefit from our experts on site 
at local farms and at the John Oldacre 
Rural Innovation Centre. You will learn 
from lecturers who are still active in 
the operation and management of 
farms. Examples of which include beef 
production, cereal production and a 

range of farm diversified activities. This 
is a privately-funded course outside of 
the UCAS system and does not lead 
to UCAS tariff points. Applicants will 
not have access to student loans from 
the Student Loans Company or other 
government funding initiatives. Fees 
must be paid.

Career prospects

»  Livestock or Crop Operators

» Enterprise and Unit Managers

» Animal Health Representatives

» Farm Representatives and Advisors
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What is there not to enjoy 
– discussing a subject 
that I love. Being around 
like minded, passionate 
people, who have a vast 
range of experiences and 
knowledge, which we all 
share and gain from.
Michael Draper, Programme Manager

Programme Manager 
Michael Draper

Entry requirements: 
Five GCSEs Grades A*-C /9-4 including 
English and Mathematics.

Evidence of effective use of time post-
GCSE. On successful completion of the 
course, you will be awarded a Royal 
Agricultural University certificate of 
Agriculture and will be entitled to use the 
MRAU post-nominal letters.

Find out more View interview
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staff and students

View interview

Environment courses

Gain practical and leadership skills,  
as well as necessary knowledge and 
understanding to manage countryside, 
wildlife and rural heritage sites.

Our graduates have gone on to work for prestigious 
organisations such as The Wildlife Trust, The National Trust,
RSPB, and The Forestry Commission. You will deepen your 
understanding of the living and physical environment and 
promote working in partnership with land managers to 
contribute to sustainable management for the future.

Philip Hudson
Head of School
Agriculture, Food and Environment

BSc (Hons) Environment,  
Food and Society

FdSc British Wildlife  
Conservation

FdSc Environmental Conservation  
and Heritage Management

BSc (Hons) Countryside 
Management (Top-up)
BSc (Hons) Wildlife and  
Countryside Management (Top-up)
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BSc (Hons) Environment,  
Food and Society

This programme will give you the skills to understand the 
challenges and contribute to the solutions of major global issues.

You will cover topics such as natural 
resource management, wildlife 
conservation, animal welfare,  
agro-forestry, ecology and community 
supported agriculture. The course is 
centred around four key themes –  
people and food, food and the 
environment, people and the 
environment, and making a difference.

Industry experience 

This programme benefits from our 
strong relationships with leading food 
and farming businesses, policy makers 
from industry, and government and civil 
society organisations; as well as gaining 
access to the organisations directly 
involved in promoting sustainable food, 
farming and environmental management. 
In your second year you will complete a 

module in work-based learning, looking 
at your impact within an organisation. 
You also have the option to complete a 
placement year as part of your degree.

Career prospects

»  Retailer

»  Roles within organisations  
such as DEFRA

»  Roles within the agri-food  
supply chain

»  Roles within global organisations 
such as the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation

» Farmer Advisory Services

rau.ac.uk

I feel quite privileged 
that I have the 
opportunity to work 
with the young people 
who are going to go 
out into the world and 
make a difference.
Professor Louise Manning,  
Professor of Agri-Food Supply Chain

Programme Manager 
Philip Hudson

Entry requirements: 
96 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

Foundation year option available 
Placement year option available
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FdSc British Wildlife  
Conservation

The effective conservation of species, ecosystems and natural 
resources is vital for future sustainable development.

On this course you will gain the academic 
knowledge, applied ecological theory 
and extensive hands-on field experience 
needed to manage habitats and  
conserve wildlife. 

You will be taught by research-active 
lecturers whose expertise will bring you 
specialist up-to-date knowledge. Topics 
you will explore include biodiversity, 
species identification, sustainability, 
environmental issues, rewilding,  
agri-environment schemes, and  
practical conservation.

Industry experience 

You will complete a 30-day work 
placement usually during the summer 
between your first and second year. 
Students have also benefitted from 
field visits, with previous destinations 

including Knepp Estate, Rhossili Bay, 
British Wildlife Centre, Elan Valley and 
many more. You will also gain practical 
rural skills training through the John 
Oldacre Rural Innovation Centre with  
the cost included in the tuition fee.

Career prospects

»  Countryside Ranger

» Wildlife Reserve Manager

» Ecological Surveyor

» Conservation / Biodiversity Officer

» Farming and Wildlife Advisor

» Environmental Education Officer

 Students have gone on to work for 
organisations such as The Wildlife  
Trust, The National Trust and The 
Forestry Commission.

rau.ac.uk

Not only have I met 
really fantastic friends 
but I feel like I’ve  
made some good 
contacts here.
Katie Massey, Student

Programme Manager 
Dr Kelly Hemmings

Entry requirements: 
56 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

Upon successful completion of this 
Foundation Degree, you will have the 
opportunity to progress on to an 
appropriate BSc (Hons) Top-up course.
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FdSc Environmental Conservation 
and Heritage Management

You will learn how to become an effective manager in the countryside 
on a course that will develop your understanding of ecology, 
landscape development, cultural history and heritage management.

Environmental conservation and heritage 
organisations have been involved in the 
development of this course to enhance 
your employability and help you to pursue 
a rewarding career. You will undertake 
habitat surveys and research projects, 
and cover topics such as species, 
ecosystems and environment, and 
landscape cultural history.

Industry experience 

You will complete a 30-day work 
placement usually during the summer 
between your first and second year. 
Students have also benefitted from 
field visits, with previous destinations 
including Gower Peninsula, the Somerset 
Levels and numerous local sites.

You will also have the opportunity to 
complete recognised training courses in 
machinery and equipment operations at  
the John Oldacre Rural Innovation Centre. 
The cost of these training courses is 
included in the tuition fee.

Career prospects

»  Countryside Ranger

»  Ecological Surveyor

»  Conservation / Biodiversity Officer

»  Farming and Wildlife Advisor

»  Environmental Education Officer

»  Archaeologist

»  Museum Officer

 Students have gone on to work for 
organisations such as The National Trust, 
The Wildlife Trust, Cotswold Archaeology 
and many more.

This programme will give  
you a deep understanding  
of the dual aspects of wildlife 
and heritage and will let you 
explore the crossover between  
these key components.  
In turn, you will gain an 
appreciation of the applied 
management necessary  
to conserve and enhance  
a range of habitats and 
heritage sites.

Dr Ian Grange, Programme Manager

Programme Manager 
Dr Ian Grange

Entry requirements: 
56 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details. 
Upon successful completion of this 
Foundation Degree, you will have the 
opportunity to progress on to an 
appropriate BSc (Hons) Top-up course.

rau.ac.uk

46         FdSc Environmental Conservation  
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BSc (Hons) Countryside 
Management (Top-up)

Whether you already work in this sector or you aspire to, you will 
advance your knowledge and gain the necessary skills to make 
informed and effective countryside management decisions.

You will study a core module in 
countryside management, complete a 
Research Project, and choose five elective 
modules tailored to your interests and 
career aspirations. Flexibility in the 
course means that part-time students 
in employment can complete a work-
based Research Project reducing the time 
required for campus-based modules.

Industry experience 

You will benefit from the numerous 
links with colleagues who work in the 
countryside sector, both through field 
visits and visiting guest lecturers. Your 
Research Project will give you great 
opportunities to work directly with 
industry partners. You will also have 
the opportunity to undertake research 

field trips, with previous destinations 
including Costa Rica for ecology, and 
Greece or Italy to explore heritage.  
This does incur an additional cost, details 
of which can be found on the website.

Career prospects

»  Reserve Manager

»  Estate Manager

»  Archaeological Consultant

»  Ecological Consultant / Surveyor

»  Conservation / Biodiversity Officer

»  Agri-Environment Manager

Students have gone on to work for 
organisations such as Natural England, 
Historic England, The National Trust  
and The Farming and Wildlife  
Advisory Group.

rau.ac.uk

The Countryside 
Management programme 
is an excellent option for 
students looking to tailor 
their studies to meet their 
own goals and career 
aspirations. The breadth of 
modules has allowed me 
to learn more about estate 
management underpinned 
by current environmental 
issues and considerations.

James Lighton, Student

Programme Manager 
Dr Ian Grange

Entry requirements: 
A Foundation Degree or a HND  
in a related subject 
See page 80 for more details. 

BSc (Hons) Countryside  
Management (Top-up)
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BSc (Hons) Wildlife and  
Countryside Management (Top-up)

Interested in roles such as a Biodiversity Officer, Ecological 
Surveyor, or Countryside Manager?

These are just some of the routes open 
to you after this course, designed 
with organisations directly involved in 
conservation. Studying both the big 
picture and the detail will help you 
become an effective manager of wildlife 
and the countryside. You will practise key 
skills such as protected species surveys, 
report writing, grant applications, 
legislative requirements and client liaison.

Industry experience 

An key part of your studies will be the 
Research Project where you showcase 
your specialist knowledge and research 
skills. Previous topics have spanned a 
wide choice of habitats, species, and 
countryside issues.

You will also have the option of the 
Ecology Field Tour. If you choose this 
module, there will be an additional cost, 
details of which can be found on the 
website. Previous destinations have 
included the UK, Costa Rica and Namibia.   

Career prospects

»  Conservation / Biodiversity Officer

» Ecological Consultant / Surveyor

» Reserve Ranger

» Agri-Environment Manager

»  Habitat and Landscape  
Project Officer

» Land Restoration Manager

Students have gone on to work for 
organisations such as The Wildlife Trust, 
The National Trust and The Farming and 
Wildlife Advisory Group.

rau.ac.uk

The RAU was perfect 
for me. I was able to 
take modules which 
were directly related  
to my current work as 
an Ecologist.
Martin Smith, Graduate

Programme Manager 
Dr Kelly Hemmings

Entry requirements: 
A Foundation Degree or a HND  
in a related subject 
See page 80 for more details.
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Business courses

If you are an aspiring entrepreneur or  
keen on developing a successful career  
in business or agribusiness, we will  
support you to achieve just that.

Our strong network of alumni have gone on to pursue 
careers worldwide and for prestigious companies, from 
Mitsubishi Motors to Unilever. Business is a vibrant and 
exciting subject and we look forward to welcoming you  
as one of our students.

Dr David Bozward
Head of Entrepreneurship

BSc (Hons) International  
Business Management

BSc (Hons) Agri-Food  
Business Management

BSc (Hons) Rural  
Entrepreneurship and Enterprise

BSc (Hons) Business  
Management (Top-up)
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BSc (Hons) International  
Business Management

Businesses around the world are experiencing a period of rapid 
global economic change which they must react to in order to grow.

This course will support you to develop 
a range of intellectual, analytical, and 
critical thinking skills to help these 
businesses address these challenges.

This degree immerses you in theory 
and practice of international business. 
During the degree you will study a wide 
range of modules covering key business 
disciplines with a focus on strategy and 
internationalisation.

Industry experience 

This degree includes a free international 
study tour, networking events, and 
access to our alumni network. You 
will also complete a 15-week work 
placement in the second year, or you can 

complete a full year in the workplace. 
After graduating you may receive 
the Chartered Management Institute 
(CMI) Level 6 Diploma in Management 
and Leadership and the Institute of 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurs (IOEE) 
Professional Diploma in Enterprise  
and Entrepreneurship.   

Career prospects

»  Account Manager

» Banking Graduate

» Sales Manager

» Investment Analyst

» Project Manager

» Marketing Account Executive

rau.ac.uk

The staff have been 
great, we have 
lecturers who have 
real-world experience, 
they are successful 
entrepreneurs in their 
own right but also great 
at teaching about it.
Emily Tal, Student

Programme Manager 
Matthew Rogers-Draycott

Entry requirements: 
96 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

Foundation year option available 
Placement year option available
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BSc (Hons) Agri-Food 
Business Management

The evolution of how food is produced, marketed, and controlled 
has created a need for professionals who can manage increasingly 
complex global supply chains, delivering value for businesses  
and consumers.

The degree will support you to develop 
the unique mix of knowledge and skills 
for this growing sector. Whether you 
want a career in a corporate environment 
directing supply systems, working in 
a family business or in a SME refining 
delivery processes, this degree will 
support you to achieve your goals.

Industry experience 

This degree includes a free international 
study tour, networking events, and 
access to our alumni network. You 
will also complete a 15-week work 
placement in the second year, or you can 
complete a full year in the workplace. 

After graduating you may receive 
the Chartered Management Institute 
(CMI) Level 6 Diploma in Management 
and Leadership and the Institute of 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurs (IOEE) 
Professional Diploma in Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship. 

Career prospects

»  Agricultural Consultant

» Commodity Trader

» Agricultural Marketing

» Agricultural Operation Specialist

» Facility Operations Manager

» Business Development Manager

I enjoy the practicality 
of the learning and how 
interactive the lecturers 
are with the students.
James Edmondson, Student

Programme Manager 
Matthew Rogers-Draycott

Entry requirements: 
96 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

Foundation year option available 
Placement year option available

rau.ac.uk

54         BSc (Hons) Agri-Food Business Management
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BSc (Hons) Rural Entrepreneurship 
and Enterprise

If you are interested in starting, developing or diversifying a 
business or social enterprise but need the knowledge, skills or 
mindset to make this a reality then this degree is for you.

You will learn how to start and operate 
successful ventures in a wide range 
of contexts, while receiving guidance 
from specialist lecturers, practising  
entrepreneurs, and industry mentors. 
You can also benefit from our award-
winning Enterprise and Entrepreneurship 
Programme where students can share, 
develop and launch their ideas.

Industry experience 

In your first year you visit entrepreneurs 
on a free international study tour. 
Students have previously visited 
Spain, Bulgaria and Germany. You 
will also complete a 15-week work 
placement in the second year, or you can 
complete a full year in the workplace. 

After graduating you may receive 
the Chartered Management Institute 
(CMI) Level 6 Diploma in Management 
and Leadership and the Institute of 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurs (IOEE) 
Professional Diploma in Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship.   

Career prospects

»  Business Development

» Business Management

» Sales Executive

» Commodity Trading

» Supply Chain Manager

» Data Analyst

rau.ac.uk

BSc (Hons) Rural  
Entrepreneurship and Enterprise
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If you are a young 
person thinking about 
university, I would 
definitely recommend 
the Royal Agricultural 
University. Students 
here have great 
mentors and teachers  
– it starts there.
Levi Roots,  
Founder, Reggae Reggae Sauce, 
Guest Speaker

Programme Manager 
Matthew Rogers-Draycott

Entry requirements: 
96 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

Foundation year option available 
Placement year option available
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BSc (Hons) Business 
Management (Top-up)

This one-year course can help you to achieve your career 
aspirations across a wide range of different industries.

Whether you are searching for a new  
role, or want to take on more 
responsibility in your current career  
a Top-up course might just be for you.  
This innovative degree is firmly rooted in 
your own experience. You will investigate 
how organisations think and work, how 
they’re managed, and the external world 
in which they operate.

Industry experience 

Across the programme employability 
standards are built into every module. 
These are designed in consultation with 
employers, so you will always be able 
to see the relevance of what you are 
studying to your future career. 

After graduating you may receive 
the Chartered Management Institute 
(CMI) Level 6 Diploma in Management 
and Leadership and the Institute of 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurs (IOEE) 
Professional Diploma in Enterprise  
and Entrepreneurship.  

Career prospects

»  International Project Manager

» Business Strategy Manager

» Sales Executive

» Distribution Manager

rau.ac.uk

To see our students 
going to work at 
some real top-notch 
UK and international 
companies is absolutely 
phenomenal.
Matthew Rogers-Draycott, 
Programme Manager

Programme Manager 
Matthew Rogers-Draycott

Entry requirements: 
A Foundation Degree or a HND  
in a related subject 
See page 80 for more details.  
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Equine courses

Become an employable and dynamic 
graduate with a degree that delivers  
a blend of equine science and business.

You will be equipped to progress to managerial positions  
in companies such as Dengie, bloodstock and equestrian 
accountants including Smith and Williamson and laboratories 
such as Plusvital Equinome. Throughout your time with us, 
we will support and nurture your career aspirations in the 
global equine sector.

Our Fossehill Farm also provides livery stabling for students 
as well as a practical learning space right on your doorstep.

Dr Andrew Hemmings
Head of School
Equine Management and Science

BSc (Hons) Applied Equine  
Science and Business

BSc (Hons) Bloodstock and  
Performance Horse Management

BSc (Hons) International Equine and 
Agricultural Business Management

BSc (Hons) Equine Health  
and Welfare (Top-up)
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BSc (Hons) Applied Equine  
Science and Business

Gain a solid grounding in both scientific and business skills and 
grasp the growing number of opportunities available through our 
network of industry contacts.

The equine industry generates huge 
amounts of revenue for some of the 
world’s major economies and is the 
second largest economy in the rural 
sector. As well as benefitting from a 
blend of practical exercises and academic 
knowledge, you will tap into our powerful 
network of industry contacts, including 
graduates from the University.

Industry experience 

You will complete a 15-week work 
placement in the second year of the 
course. Students have completed 
placements at companies such as 
Plusvital Equinome, Godolphin, 
Weatherbys, NAF and Haygain. If you 
wish to undertake an extended period of 

work placement there is the option 
to complete a year in the workplace.  
You will also have the option to gain  
even more experience in the field,  
with a six day study trip to Ireland. 

Career prospects

»  Research Scientist

»  Stud Manager

»  Brand Manager

»  Technical Sales Representative

»  Trainer

»  Event Manager

Students have gone on to work for 
organisations including Plusvital 
Equinome, Haygain, Tattersalls and  
The National Trainers Federation.

rau.ac.uk

Being able to bring  
it all together and  
put what you’re 
learning into an 
industry environment  
is really cool.
Emma Taylor, Student

Programme Manager 
Dr Simon Daniels

Entry requirements: 
96 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

Foundation year option available 
Placement year option available
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BSc (Hons) Bloodstock and 
Performance Horse Management

If you aspire to have a career in the thoroughbred or sports 
horse industry, our specialist Bloodstock and Performance Horse 
Management course will give you the knowledge and learning 
experiences to prepare for careers in training, breeding and sales, 
racecourse and event management and racing administration.

This specialist course compares science 
and business practices to those within 
the sports horse industry and equips 
you with the skills to step into the 
professional world.

Industry experience 

You will complete a 15-week work 
placement in the second year. Students 
have completed placements at 
prestigious companies such as Highclere 
Stud, France Galop, Newsells Park Stud, 
Jockey Club Estates and Arena Racing 
Company. There is also an option to 
complete a full year in the workplace. You 
will also gain experience on study tours to 
leading racing businesses in Lambourn, 
Newmarket and Ireland.   

An additional course supplement of 
£600 for the Irish study tour will apply.

Career prospects

»  Bloodstock Agent

» Stud Manager

» Nutritional Advisor

» Racecourse Manager

» Trainer

» Equine Journalist

» Racing Administration

Students have gone on to work for 
organisations including Godolphin, 
Juddmonte, The Jockey Club, 
Weatherbys and The National  
Trainers Federation.

rau.ac.uk

I looked at the website 
and I just thought that 
this looks incredible,  
the alumni have gone 
on to do so many 
amazing things.
Florentyna Anderson, Student

Programme Manager 
Ashley Ede

Entry requirements:
96 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

Foundation year option available 
Placement year option available
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BSc (Hons) International Equine and 
Agricultural Business Management

Become a multi-skilled graduate with a thorough grounding in 
agricultural and equine developments, equine science, and business 

- including marketing, finance, law and negotiating skills.

You will also delve into the changing 
dynamics of the UK horse industry, the 
second largest economy in the rural 
sector. Throughout the degree you will 
benefit from internationally recognised 
visiting speakers from all areas of the 
equine industry, and gain knowledge in 
international equine business and science, 
covering Northwest Europe, and the USA.

Industry experience 

You will complete a 15-week work 
placement in the second year. There is 
also an option to complete a full year in 
the workplace. Study tours will give you 
industry insight and are compulsory for 
this degree. Students have previously 
visited Northwest Europe (two weeks) 

and the USA (two weeks). An additional 
course supplement of £3,500 will  
apply, although study bursaries are 
available subject to availability and 
eligibility criteria.

Career prospects

»  Bloodstock Agent

» Event Manager

» Equine Journalist

» Racehorse Trainer

» Farm Quality Control Officer

» Equine Insurance

Students have gone on to work for 
organisations including Weatherbys, 
Volac International Dairy Nutrition, 
Haygain and Horse and Hound.

Programme Manager 
Jo Charles

Entry requirements: 
96 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

Foundation year option available 
Placement year option available

I remember doing 
exercises where we 
took old farm yards 
and thought how could 
we develop this as an 
equestrian business and 
that’s something I’ve 
actually gone on  
and done.
Dan Kubler, Graduate

rau.ac.uk
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BSc (Hons) Equine Health  
and Welfare (Top-up)

If you are looking for real flexibility and to advance your scientific 
and management skills in horse health and welfare, this course  
is for you.

You will be able to tailor your studies to 
develop skills in equine behaviour and 
welfare, and aspects of veterinary science 
applicable to this species. This course 
is a springboard to further research or 
employment in the equine industry with 
careers in equine media, equine higher 
education or any number of avenues.

Industry experience 

Lecturers are experts in their fields and 
continue to produce vital research in 
topics such as horse nutrition, equine 
behaviour and gut health. Guest speakers 
will give you industry insight, with 
previous visitors including Tim Hadaway 
(Director of Games and Championships 
for the FEI) and Lucy Rees (prominent 
Horse Behaviour Researcher).

You will also take part in field visits 
to equine organisations such as 
Cheltenham Racecourse and the Blue 
Cross Rescue Centre.

Career prospects

»  Lecturer in Equine Science

» Equine Journalist

» Nutritionist

» Research Scientist

» Racecourse Management

» Yard Management 

» Horse Sports Administration

rau.ac.uk

Programme Manager 
Andrew Hemmings

Entry requirements: 
A Foundation Degree or a HND  
in a related subject 
See page 80 for more details.

We have a real 
philosophy that on our 
courses we teach both 
science and business, 
and this makes for 
much more employable, 
well-rounded graduates.
Andrew Hemmings,  
Programme Manager

BSc (Hons) Equine Health  
and Welfare (Top-up)
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Hear more from our  
staff and students

View interview

Real Estate & Rural Land  
Management courses

Join a powerful network of graduates who 
have gone on to work around the world  
and at major organisations such as Savills, 
Strutt and Parker, Knight Frank, Fisher 
German and Deloitte Real Estate.

With the opportunity to complete a work placement during 
your time with us, you will gain industry contacts and could 
secure employment even before you graduate. With both 
degrees accredited by the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors (RICS), you will study a course which is relevant  
to industry and the first step to becoming a fully qualified 
Chartered Surveyor, if that is your career aspiration. The 
transferable skills will also open up doors to other avenues  
of work. Develop your skills, your business acumen, your 
networks and your confidence with us.

William Leschallas
Head of School
Real Estate & Rural  
Land Management

BSc (Hons) 
Real Estate

BSc (Hons) Rural  
Land Management

68
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BSc (Hons) Real Estate

The UK as well as Singapore, Dubai, Brussels and Hong Kong are 
just some of the destinations where graduates of this course have 
gone on to work, in both town and urban environments. 

Whether you wish to pursue a career 
in commercial, residential, or industrial 
property, you will develop your technical 
and professional skills, networks 
and confidence. You will learn about 
acquisitions, sales, commercial lettings, 
development and management of 
property interests and investments,  
town and country planning and  
building construction.

Industry experience 

Accredited by the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors (RICS), this course 
is the ideal launch pad into the world of 
real estate or other sectors, depending 
on your career aspirations. You will 
complete a minimum of 70 hours of work 
experience as an assessed part of your 
course with assistance from our Careers 
Team, who run a careers event with 

potential employers. There is also  
an option of a full placement year.

Career prospects

» Valuation and Surveying

»  Property Investment and  
Asset Management

»  Residential and Commercial Agency

»  Town and Country Planning

» Development

» Property Management

Students have gone on to work for 
organisations including Knight Frank, 
JLL, CBRE, Deloitte Real Estate, Dalcour 
Maclaren, Savills, the Valuation Office 
Agency and many more.

One of the things  
I’ve been able to make  
the most of is the one-
to-one contact with 
professors and lecturers 
at the uni. I have been 
able to see them and ask 
for advice, which has 
been beneficial to me.
Constantin Huet, Graduate

Programme Manager 
Peter Smith

Entry requirements: 
104 UCAS points 
See page 80 for more details.

Foundation year option available 
Placement year option available

rau.ac.uk
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BSc (Hons) Rural  
Land Management

This course offers proven routes to rewarding careers within  
rural business, estate management, consultancy and property  
in the countryside. 

You will learn the fundamentals of 
rural professional practice, planning 
and development, valuation, building 
construction and management, and law. 
You will develop an essential understanding 
of wider business management to enable 
you to provide effective advice about farm, 
estate and other rural businesses while 
gaining an overall understanding of the 
multi-functionality of rural practice.

Industry experience 

Accredited by the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors (RICS), this course 
is the ideal launch pad into the world of 
rural land management or other sectors, 
depending on your career aspirations.  
You will complete a minimum of 70 hours  
of work experience as an assessed part of  

your course with assistance from our 
Careers Team, who run a careers event  
with potential employers. There is also  
an option of a full placement year.

Career prospects

»  Estate Management

» Land and Property Consultancy

» Valuation

» Residential Sales and Lettings

» Entrepreneurs / Business Managers

» Auctioneers

» Utility and Compulsory Purchase

Students have gone on to work for 
organisations including Bidwells, Strutt and 
Parker, Carter Jonas, Dalcour Maclaren, 
Savills, Fisher German and Brown&Co.

rau.ac.uk

From the work 
placement I was  
offered a job with 
Fisher German which 
I am so grateful for.
Alice Foster, Graduate

Programme Manager 
William Leschallas

Entry requirements: 
104 UCAS points. A period of practical 
experience is highly recommended 
See page 80 for more details.

Foundation year option available 
Placement year option available
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A CONNECTED 
UNIVERSITY

In addition to the Foundation degrees and Bachelor degrees 
available to study at the RAU, the University validates  
a number of courses at partner colleges.

Askham Bryan College

Askham Bryan College was established 
more than 65 years ago and has an 
excellent reputation for the high quality  
of its land-based education and its 
veterinary nursing programmes. 
The teaching staff have a wealth of 
experience in the land-based industries 
and strong links with employers. The 
main campus at York is easily accessible, 
located just  a few miles outside of York 
city and close to major road and rail 
networks.

» FdSc Veterinary Nursing

»  BSc (Hons) Veterinary Nursing  
(Top-up)

Capel Manor College

Capel Manor College is London’s leading 
land-based College, combining academic 
excellence with practical skills in a  
first-class professional environment.  
Capel students have the opportunity 
to gain an internationally recognised 
qualification, with the prospect of 
progressing to further study, employment 
or starting a business venture.

» FdSc Animal Management and Zoology

»  BSc (Hons) Animal Biodiversity  
and Conservation (Top-up)

»  BSc (Hons) Animal Management  
and Zoology (Top-up)

rau.ac.uk

Askham Bryan College

Capel Manor College
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East Durham College

With programme delivery at East Durham 
College’s Houghall Hall Campus on the 
outskirts of Durham, students have access 
to some of the best land-based facilities 
available in the North thanks to recent 
extensive redevelopments. New facilities 
include a brand-new small animal care 
centre, agricultural centre and equine 
centre, supported by new science labs  
and IT suites, all set within a 476 acre 
estate with working farm, woodland  
and surrounding countryside.

»  FdSc Wildlife Conservation  
(subject to validation)

 

Kingston Maurward College

Since becoming a College in 1947, 
Kingston Maurward has created strong 
links with both rural and business sectors 
to add relevance to its teaching. Its suite of 
specialised Higher Education programmes 
have been developed in collaboration with 
key partners. Tutors use the College’s 
750 acre estate, working farm and 
state-of-the-art animal science, agritech, 
horticulture and equine facilities to provide 
engaging teaching to students, as well  
as the beautiful Dorset landscape and 
Jurassic Coast.

» FdSc Agriculture Science

» FdSc Animal Behaviour and Welfare

»  BSc (Hons) Animal Behaviour  
and Welfare (Top-up) 

Plumpton College

Established in 1926, Plumpton College has 
built an excellent reputation for delivering 
vocational skills training and education 
from entry level to Masters, in support of 
the land-based sector and rurally located 
businesses across the South East.

»  BA (Hons) International Wine Business

»  BSc (Hons) Veterinary Physiotherapy 
(subject to validation)

»  BSc (Hons) Viticulture and Oenology

» FdA Wine Business

»  FdSc Applied Animal Behaviour  
and Conservation

rau.ac.uk

» FdSc Equine Science and Coaching

» FdSc Veterinary Nursing

» FdSc Wine Production

»  BSc (Hons) Applied Animal Behaviour 
and Welfare (Top-up)

»  MSc Viticulture and Oenology
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Research
Start the ball rolling. Get a sense of living 
and studying at the RAU by attending one 
of our open days throughout the year.

Come along and hear first-hand from  
the teaching staff about the courses we 
have to offer. You can also have a look 
around our beautiful campus, chat to 
current students about the courses they 
are studying, and about the social life  
in Cirencester.

For full details of our open days and 
events visit rau.ac.uk/opendays

For international students, you could meet 
one of our International Team in your home 
country. For further details, visit  
rau.ac.uk/international

Select
Select your chosen university and course, 
then proceed to complete an online 
application via UCAS or directly through 
the University.

Visit our website list for more information 
on course structure and detailed entry 
requirements. For full details, visit  
rau.ac.uk/ugcourses

APPLICATION 
PROCESS

Your student journey  
is about to begin. 

Every great journey starts with a 
first step – and we’ll help you make 
it. Find out how to apply to the RAU 
and access all of the information you 
need in order to get here.

Undergraduate  
Admissions Officer  
answers frequently 
asked questions

View interview

rau.ac.uk

1 2
Rowena Cotterill
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3 Apply
If you are applying for a full-time 
course, your application must be  
made through UCAS: ucas.com

UCAS opens on the 8 September 
2021 and you can apply for up  
to five courses.

For full details, visit ucas.com/
undergraduate/applying-to-
university

If you are applying for part-time  
study or the One Year Farming Course, 
you must apply directly through  
the University. 

Email admissions@rau.ac.uk to  
obtain the application form.

4 Offers
We will assess your application in line 
with our policies and procedures and aim 
to make a decision within 10 working 
days. You will be notified of your offer by 
UCAS and also by a formal offer letter.

If the offer is unconditional and you have 
received decisions on all of the courses 
you have applied for, you can reply to the 
offer online at ucas.com/students

If the offer is conditional you can accept 
one firm and one insurance place, once 
you have received decisions on all of the 
courses you have applied for. Once your 
results are published we will then be able 
to confirm your place if you have met the 
conditions of the offer.

To track your application visit

Decision
If we make you an offer you can visit 
us at one of our offer holder days. 
These will give you a real taster of 
what it could be like to live and study 
at the RAU, giving you the confidence 
to make your final decision.

ucas.com/students

UCAS will open for applications from September 
2021 for courses that begin in September 2022.

UCAS code: R54

rau.ac.uk
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HOW TO APPLY
We have an active policy  
of equal opportunity in the 
recruitment of students and seek 
applicants from urban as well as 
rural backgrounds and from all 
cultures and faiths. We welcome 
students with disabilities and 
endeavour to make all reasonable 
adjustments to ensure equal 
access to Higher Education.

Please notify us on the UCAS 
form or contact us in advance  
to discuss your needs.

Conditions of entry

The qualifications to join the University’s 
degree courses vary. They are detailed on 
pages 80-81 and on the UCAS website.

The RAU welcomes applicants with 
vocational, as well as academic entry 
qualifications. Applicants studying non-
traditional academic qualifications, such  
as Access to Higher Education programmes, 
are advised to contact the Admissions Office 
for entry requirements for each course.

Applications for all full-time courses, except 
for the One Year Farming Course, are made 
through the UCAS system. 

Applications are submitted online. Applicants 
should register with UCAS Track and submit 
an online application form.

If you are interested in the One Year Farming 
Course, you can apply directly via the course 
page on the RAU website. 
  

Courses are subject to review or modification 
by the University’s Academic Board. All 
courses and individual modules are offered 
subject to acceptable minimum numbers of 
students and availability of staff. Applicants 
can apply for one or more courses on the 
application form. For help with your 
application contact admissions@rau.ac.uk

Offer holder days

Applicants who receive an offer from the  
RAU, or those who are requested to attend  
an interview, will be invited to attend an  
RAU offer holder day. These events are  
a great opportunity to get a feel for life at  
the RAU. You will find out more about your 
chosen course through sample lectures,  
group activities and visits and get all the 
information you need about student finance, 
future careers, accommodation, sports and  
the Students’ Union. Offer holder days will be 
held in the spring term to help you make your 
final decision about firm and insurance 
university choices.

Candidates from overseas

Overseas applicants are not required to  
attend prior to the start of their course  
but are welcome to arrange an appointment  
to visit the RAU should they be in the UK 
before their course starts.

For overseas qualifications, the Admissions 
Office will refer to the European Network of 
Information Centres (UK ENIC) for equivalent 
qualifications. Applicants must be competent 
in the English language and all courses require 
GCSE English at Grade 4/C or above, or an 
equivalent qualification. International students 
for whom English is not their first language 
must provide evidence of English language 
competence according to the course they 
apply for.

Overseas students not based in the UK  
are advised not to travel until the Finance
Office has confirmed receipt of payment and 
all necessary visas are in place.

mailto:admissions%40rau.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.rau.ac.uk
http://www.rau.ac.uk


Offer of place

Upon receipt of all necessary documentation, 
suitable candidates are sent an offer of a place 
on one or more courses. Formal offers of 
places are forwarded by UCAS for full-time 
courses. This offer will be unconditional if they 
already fulfil the entry requirements or 
conditional on specific academic standards. 
The conditions are usually the attainment of  
at least the minimum academic standards.

Borderline applicants living in the UK may be 
invited to attend an interview before  
a place is offered.

You may also be eligible for a guaranteed  
offer if you’re from one of our link colleges, 
have been in care, from a non-white ethnic 
background, or live in an area with low 
progression rates to university. 

rau.ac.uk

Find out more

Disabled Persons Policy

The University is committed to achieving 
equal opportunities for all of its students and 
actively encourages potential students who 
may be disabled or have specific learning 
needs to apply.

Please see page 26 for more information.

Part-time attendance

The majority of our full-time courses are 
available on a part-time basis. Applicants 
wishing to study a course part-time must 
apply directly to the RAU. Please contact 
the Admissions Office to discuss your 
requirements and obtain an application form.

Joining instructions

All applicants will have access to MyRAU,  
an applicant portal containing details about 
induction, accommodation and finance. 
Regular updates will be posted during the 
months leading up to registration. Most 
courses start teaching from the September 
2022, with registration and induction 
activities taking place the week before.
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PLANNING 
YOUR FINANCES
Starting university is one of the 
biggest investments you will  
make in your future. It also requires 
significant financial commitment  
to pay for your course tuition  
fees, accommodation fees and 
living expenses.

We understand that managing your finances 
can seem like a daunting and complicated 
process - but it need not be and you don’t 
have to figure it out alone. The Student Fees 
Team is here to help. Whether you need 
advice on how to fill in your loan application 
or have concerns about how to manage your 
budget, you can come to us at any time.  
We can advise on the options available and 
what you’re eligible for so that you get the 
support you need. 

rau.ac.uk
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Course specific costs*

BSc (Hons) International Equine  
and Agricultural Business 
Management: £3,500 for the 
international study visits.

BSc (Hons) Bloodstock and 
Performance Horse Management: 
£600 for the Irish study tour.

Ecology Study Tour: if selected, 
there will be a student contribution 
of up to £1,000 and an institutional 
contribution of up to £1,000.

The RAU offers 
scholarships, awards 
and bursaries to assist 
those students in  
need to achieve  
their full potential

*Please note that these may be subject to change but we will 
endeavour to limit any additional costs wherever possible. 

The latest 
information about 
our tuition fees and 
funding your time 
here is available on 
our website:

rau.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/
funding-your-time-university

The fees relate to new undergraduate 
students starting on full-time taught 
courses in 2022. Please note these 
fees are subject to change.
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RAU funding**

The RAU offers scholarships, awards 
and bursaries to assist those students in 
need of support which may enable them 
to achieve their full potential. The range 
of support available encompasses merit 
based, academic excellence and means-
tested awards. Full scholarship details 
can be found on the University’s website, 
together with the online application and 
reference forms. The RAU currently 
offers the following: 

Bursaries

»  University Core Bursary –  
£1,000 per year (maximum  
three years)

»  RAU Support Bursary –  
£1,000 per year (maximum 
three years)

»  Equine Travel Bursary – £3,500 to 
cover two study trips (excluding 
subsistence)

Scholarships

»  FE Turner Award – £1,500 per year  
(maximum three years)

»  RAU Cirencester Scholarship –  
up to £3,000 per year (maximum  
three years)

»  RAU Outstanding Achievers  
Scholarship – up to £2,000 per year  
(maximum three years)

»  RAU Sports Scholarships – up to £3,000  
per year (maximum three years)

»  Sir Emrys Jones Scholarship – £1,500  
per year (maximum three years)

»  Walter Smith Award – £2,000  
per year (maximum three years) 

The RAU also offers a package of support  
for eligible students.

»  Reimbursement of transportation  
to the RAU for an open day, offer  
holder day or personalised visit  
before you start – up to £700

»  Travel allowance – up to £1,000 per year

»  Living support allowance to cover costs  
such as food, social activities, course  
materials etc – £1,500 per year

**Scholarships and bursaries are subject to change. For the most up-to-date information please 
visit rau.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/fees-and-funding/funding

https://www.rau.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/funding-your-time-university
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COURSE DIRECTORY
Course UCAS Points Example  

A Level Grades
BTEC 

Extended Diploma Scottish Highers Irish Leaving 
Certificate* IB Diploma

Agriculture

BSc (Hons) Agriculture 104 BCC DMM BCCCC BCCCC/2H4+3H3 26

BSc (Hons) Applied Farm Management 104 BCC DMM BCCCC BCCCC/2H4+3H3 26

FdSc Agriculture and Farm Management 56 CD MPP CCC CCC/2H4+1H3 24

BSc (Hons) Agricultural Management (Top-up) A Foundation Degree or a HND in a related subject, achieving 240 credits overall.

One Year Farming Course Go to the course page for further details.

Environment

BSc (Hons) Environment, Food and Society 96 CCC MMM CCCCC CCCCC/3H4+2H3 26

FdSc British Wildlife Conservation 56 CD MPP CCC CCC/2H4+1H3 24

FdSc Environmental Conservation and  
Heritage Management 56 CD MPP CCC CCC/2H4+1H3 24

BSc (Hons) Countryside Management (Top-up) A Foundation Degree or a HND in a related subject, achieving 240 credits overall.

BSc (Hons) Wildlife and Countryside  
Management (Top-up) 

A Foundation Degree or a HND in a related subject, achieving 240 credits overall.

rau.ac.uk
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Course UCAS Points Example  
A Level Grades

BTEC 
Extended Diploma Scottish Highers Irish Leaving 

Certificate* IB Diploma

Business

BSc (Hons) International Business Management 96 CCC MMM CCCCC CCCCC/3H4+2H3 26

BSc (Hons) Agri-Food Business Management 96 CCC MMM CCCCC CCCCC/3H4+2H3 26

BSc (Hons) Rural Entrepreneurship and Enterprise 96 CCC MMM CCCCC CCCCC/3H4+2H3 26

BSc (Hons) Business Management (Top-up) A Foundation Degree or a HND in a related subject, achieving 240 credits overall.

Equine 

BSc (Hons) Applied Equine Science and Business 96 CCC MMM CCCCC CCCCC/3H4+2H3 26

BSc (Hons) Bloodstock and Performance Horse 
Management 96 CCC MMM CCCCC CCCCC/3H4+2H3 26

BSc (Hons) International Equine and  
Agricultural Business Management 96 CCC MMM CCCCC CCCCC/3H4+2H3 26

BSc (Hons) Equine Healh and Welfare (Top-up) A Foundation Degree or a HND in a related subject, achieving 240 credits overall.

Real Estate and Rural Land Management

BSc (Hons) Real Estate 104 BCC DMM BCCCC BCCCC/2H4+3H3 26

BSc (Hons) Rural Land Management 104 BCC DMM BCCCC BCCCC/2H4+3H3 26

rau.ac.uk
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ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

rau.ac.uk

Published by 
Royal Agricultural University 
Cirencester 
Gloucestershire 
GL7 6JS 
United Kingdom

Designed by 
H2 Creative (Bath) Ltd
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Photography by 
Mikal Ludlow and Gabriel Gilson

Thank you to all the students who gave 
permission for us to publish their photographs 
in this prospectus.

Royal Agricultural University Undergraduate prospectus 
2022 © Royal Agricultural University

Disclaimer 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information 
in this publication is accurate at the time of going to 
press (1 April 2021). The University reserves the right 
to make alterations to any of the matters contained 
within the prospectus, both before and after a 
student’s admission to the University. The University 
will communicate with applicants if substantial 
changes are made to the advertised programmes, 
however we ask applicants to always check the most 
up-to-date information via the RAU website.
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Contact us 
01285 889912
admissions@rau.ac.uk
rau.ac.uk
© Royal Agricultural University
Limited Company Registered in England No. 99168
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