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Update from the Headteacher

To sum up this year is very difficult, so much has
happened, and like every school year, it has absolutely
flown by. We know that many of you have faced very
challenging situations at home juggling work and
home-schooling and we are grateful for the way in
which our community has continued to work together.
Despite the many challenges we have faced we are
ending this year with much to be proud of.
Our Year 7s who joined us in September have made a
fantastic start to their time at the school, and we know
they will go from strength to strength. In addition
students in all year groups have excelled in End of
Year exams securing fantastic results across the board
demonstrating that despite the disruption – they have
accomplished so much. Beyond the classroom, even
with countless restrictions, there are so many events
and successes that our students have been part of this
year, many of which are mentioned in this newsletter.

I would like to wish our Year 11s farewell as they take
on new challenges. They battled with uncertainty
throughout their final year but took it all in their stride
and we know that they should be very proud of their
achievements. We look forward to seeing many of
them on their results day on August 12th.
We have some staff moving on at the end of this
academic year – I would like to thank them all for
everything they have done and wish them all the best
for the future. Colleagues leaving this term are K
Gillard, S Vale, T Bennett and R Lewis. Whilst we are
sad to see these colleagues leave, we are excited that
they are going on to take their next steps.
I would like to thank all parents, carers and the wider
school community for your continued support as our
school has gone from strength to strength. I wish you
all a very restful, and well earned, summer break.
Richard Brand, Headteacher

Student Leadership Team 2021
THE TEAM ARE:
I am pleased to introduce the
new Student Leadership Team
for September 2021.
Year 10 students were invited
to
write
an
application
statement, followed by an
interview with Mrs Jones and
Mrs Rowlands. This was an exciting opportunity and
all applicants gave an amazing interview, suggesting
some excellent ideas ready for next year.
I am excited for the year ahead working with such a
great team of students.
Kelly Jones
Head of Year 11

Head Boy: Syrus D
Deputy Head Boy: Thomas D
Head Girl: Sophie A
Deputy Head Girl: Poppy T
Year 7: Simeon E
Year 8: Leah D
Year 9: Erin H
Year 10: Amelia D
Year 11: Emily E
Community and Inclusion: Maddox T
Primary School Leaders: Jessica G and Rachel J

Visit from Bream Primary School Year 5s
Year 5 pupils from Bream
Primary School
recently
attended lots of fun and
interactive sessions at The
Dean Academy this term as
part of our primary school
transition programme.
These visits gave the
children a valuable insight
into secondary school life at
The Dean Academy, it was
also a chance to meet with
the Headteacher Richard
Brand and a group of our
Year 9 students, former
pupils of Bream Primary
School, who chatted with
the children and answered
all their questions.
Whilst on site the pupils
were also able to make use
of the educational facilities
on offer, including the
Science labs, where they
participated in some rather
noisy experiments with Mr
Webb where they learnt all
about the dangers of
custard!
There were gasps of “wow”
and “so cool.” Mr Webb
said “The group have
worked really well in the
labs and were great at
doing all the experiments.”
One child commented “I’ve
always wanted to use a test
tube!”
On another visit to the
school Mr Webb set the
group an 'eggstra' special
challenge - they had to
build the tallest paper
tower that could support an
egg for 10 seconds without
falling over. The winner
was . . . Rhys with a tower
of 91cm, well done! We
hope you all had fun.

An ‘eggstra’ special challenge

Fun Science experiments

A Q&A session with the Head

Year 9 role models: Ryan, Josh, Oliver, Will, Daniel and Jasmine chatted to the pupils and answered their
questions about life at The Dean Academy

Sports Day Year 7s

Even the staff got involved!

Sports Day Year 8s
Restrictions actually made something
at school bigger and better this year;
as Sports Day 2021 became Sports
Week 2021. Each year group had its
own individual sports day, each with 9
events and students were encouraged
to participate in as many as possible
during the day! Each year group
certainly didn’t disappoint, producing
four great days of sport in the sun,
with lots of fun and some brilliant
competition.
There
were
some
outstanding
individual performances in each year
which can be seen in the results but
the stand out memory of the week will
be the amazing levels of participation,
encouragement and fun had by all! It
was so good - we might even see a
Sports Week again next year!
Mr P Glynn

Relay winners

Sports Day Year 9s
On your marks . . .

Relay winners

Sports Day Year 10s

Performance
Despite lockdowns and social distancing preventing our usual showcases and events going ahead this
year, the Performing Arts Department has held several successful workshops and clubs that have enabled
our year group bubbles to rehearse together on a weekly basis and work hard on learning new skills in
choreography, composition, performance and various different genres of music, drama and dance.
Mrs K Rodway

Year 10 Dance

Year 10 students had an amazing experience this term, learning
choreography for their exam, online! It was a very
different learning experience, and one that they were
nervous and unsure about initially, but they quickly found
their dancing feet and picked up the choreography taught
to them by Mel Simpson over Microsoft Teams. The girls
received intense training (just 5 hours) to reproduce an
exact replica of choreography from the musical Chicago.
Their willingness to learn was fantastic, and each time
they were asked if they wanted the simplified version or
the difficult version, they jumped straight for the difficult
version and then supported each other through learning
and perfecting the steps. A huge well done must go to
Sophie, who has been a revelation through this
experience – her confidence has grown remarkably, and
the smile on her face has been a delight to see! You
know that the girls have had a great time, when they all
ask for the edited music track so that they can “practice
at home!” One of the students said “I enjoyed learning
‘All That Jazz’, considering that we had to do it online and
not in person. It was difficult, but it was an amazing
experience. I didn’t think I was going to be able to do it,
but as we practiced more, I became more confident.”

Year 7 recently had a fantastic day of dance, led
by Mrs Rodway. Students spent the day in the
studio, learning the style of dance known as
Lindyhop. They perfected their hand jive, their
hop kicks, and they learned some impressive lifts
that they could perform together.
The girls learned group choreography, and then
spent time creating their own small group
performances, which they then learned how to
incorporate into the whole group dance.
Their end performance was super, and very lively
and colourful!
In particular, Connie, Maya, and Rosie must be
congratulated for their tremendous commitment
to rehearsals, as they have turned up every
week, without fail, and often three times a week
to practice, rehearse and generally have lots of
fun at lunchtimes and after school!

Year 7 Dance Drop Down Day

Performance
Year 8 Dance

Year 8 have worked amazingly well together this year. They didn’t manage to
have their Dance Day so, undeterred they have come to lunchtime
clubs weekly, and have been fully committed to attending an after
school club every Monday evening, to rehearse their street jazz style
piece. They were hugely looking forward to performing to our new
Year 7 students during their visit to the school, but Covid
unfortunately prevented this, so we keep rehearsing, and these girls
will certainly have a brilliant performance ready for the next
available showcase!
Year 8 have shown huge enthusiasm this year,
so much so that new faces have
been arriving weekly, and then
rehearsing in their own time, to
catch up with the rest of the
group. It’s superb to see almost
20 students regularly attending,
and keen to be involved, so
please do join us in September,
if you missed the chance this
year and want to be a part of
this talented group.

Year 9 students completed a
Dance Day earlier in the year and
put
together
a
beautiful
contemporary choreography –
very different to their normal
style! The girls didn’t get to
perform this year, which is a blip
in their time at school so far, as
they’ve been involved in every
performance since they started at
the school! Next year, I’ve no
doubt, they’ll have something
special to show as a comeback
performance!

Performance Opportunities
Despite Covid restricting so many
performance opportunities this
year, all years were given the
opportunity
to
experience
performing on The Dean Academy
stage, with lighting and sound
organised like we would for a
professional show.
Our students were outstanding,
and
true
Performing
Arts
professionals when it came to
recreating pieces and adjusting
performances at the last minute,
with havoc caused by isolation
happening for multiple year
groups!
They all managed to perform
superbly for the camera and
they’re really looking forward to
getting back to some form of
normality in September when
rehearsals can be completed in
preparation for an audience in
attendance!
Mrs K Rodway

Year 9 Dance
Good work
everyone!
Mrs K Rodway

Performance
Music at The Dean Academy
Music at The Dean Academy has faced a tough time
this year with COVID-19 related restrictions placed on
singing and strict measures preventing elements of
group work that are usually a key aspect of music
lessons. Despite this, the students have remained
positive and adapted to the incredibly unusual
circumstances we have all found ourselves in.
Some prime examples of the successes we have seen
this year include:
•
Amy B, singing a wonderful version of 'Rockin'
Around the Christmas Tree' to bring in some
seasonal cheer.
•
Oliver D, Jarom E, Amy B, Katie F and Bethan H
showing up consistently to Year 8 band practice,
working hard to expand their repertoire of
songs.
•
Some of the fantastic composition that has
taken place this term from all of KS3 and finally,
the stellar performances from Mia J, Erin H and
Tyler J for their BTEC coursework.

It is truly
admirable
that
these
students,
and
many
more, have
put in the
effort
to
practice their instruments and improve their skills
whenever the opportunity has arisen.
The school has seen the addition of two new
peripatetic music teachers, Mr Clarke and Mr Mason.
Mr Mason has a waiting list for piano students as his
lessons have been so popular and all of his students
are progressing excellently.
Mr Clarke is hoping to put together a chamber choir
in September with some of his most promising
students such as Leah, Kyra and Amy.
Moving forward with bubbles removed, the extracurricular life of the Music Department really has a
chance to excel. I hope to assemble a choir, jazz
band, rock band and other lunchtime clubs such as
Music Technology and DJ clubs. This school is full of
musicians, and talented ones at that. From
September we will have a real chance to show off this
talent in our Christmas and Summer showcases, so
keep your eyes peeled for tickets!
Have a lovely summer break.
Mr Peacock

UKMT Maths Challenge
Promoting a love of problem solving

The Junior Mathematical Challenge is a 60-minute,
multiple-choice Challenge for Years 7 and 8.
It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of
thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical
techniques to solve interesting problems.
The problems on the Junior Mathematical Challenge
are designed to make students think.
Most
are accessible, yet still challenge those with more
experience.
To recognise the highest performers in the Challenge,
we award the top-scoring 40% of participants Bronze,
Silver and Gold certificates in the ratio 3:2:1. Students
that are 'Best in Year' or 'Best in School' also receive a
badge to denote this on their certificates. With over
700,000 entries from around Britain and the rest of the
globe, gaining a certificate is no mean task and all our
winners should be warmly congratulated. Well done to
these and all those who took part. Mr A Cornish

Year 7s
Katelyn
Sofia Rose
Oliver
Ollie
Eleanor

Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Silver
Silver / Best in Year

Year 8s
Ashton
Bethan
Chloe
Sonny
Rhia
Sawitta
Alyssa

Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Silver
Silver / Best in School
Silver / Best in School

English
A Virtual Visit from Author Alexandra Sheppard

The English Department at The Dean Academy took part in a virtual visit from author
Alexandra Sheppard - writer of the fantastic Young Adult novel 'Oh My Gods.'
This visit was organised in collaboration with all of the schools in The Athelstan Trust.
It was a fantastic event, with some of our students receiving Certificates of Excellence
for their story writing.
Many of our students were also invited to take part in a workshop after the main event,
as recognition of their talent. Ms K Wilkes
Students were asked to craft their own short story in response to this interesting question:

WHAT MODERN GODS DO WE NEED FOR 2021?

Zosia and Sawitta receive their
Certificate of Excellence from Head
of English Mr Osborne, Head of Year
Ms Wilkes and Headteacher Mr Brand

SEN & EPIC
EPIC Experience

It has been the first year for Miss Thayer, Mrs
Lavender and Mrs Turley working together in
EPIC and what a fantastic experience it has
been!
Students have enjoyed learning together and we
have been so impressed to see our students
approach their work with determination and
dedication.
Friday tutor time has seen us
reviewing our week and reflecting on what our
highlights and challenges have been. Being able
to share and discuss our experiences together
has really allowed EPIC students to care for each
other and to offer thoughtful and encouraging
advice. We are looking forward to welcoming
our new Year 7 students in September and
cannot wait for them to join our EPIC family.
Mrs G Turley

Outstanding Teaching Assistants
During the Summer Term three of our Lead Learning
Coaches, Gemma Turley, Toni Creed and Claire
Lavender, successfully completed the Outstanding
Teaching Assistant Programme, hosted by the Avon
Teaching School Alliance and delivered by OLEVI . They
were among 15 delegates representing seven different
schools across the county, and proved to be outstanding
in their roles. There was a high calibre of delegates on
this year's programme, with a range of experience and
expertise; our Learning Coaches contributed significantly
throughout and impressed the facilitators.
We are proud of the skillset and attributes they bring to
their roles and the relationships they form with both
students and colleagues, allowing them to have a wider
impact on teaching and learning across the school.
Mrs E Smith

Butterflies in Nurture Group
On Friday the 18th of June, Nurture Group students at The Dean Academy
got 5 new caterpillars. They came in a little tub that had a special mix of
food that was safe for them to eat. They grew very rapidly and on the 28th
of June, they had all turned into a chrysalis. Everyone in Nurture Group were
keeping a close eye on them. On Friday the 2nd of July, the chrysalis moved
into their new home.
Then, on Monday the 5th of July, the first butterfly emerged! One by one
each Nurture Group let a butterfly out to be free. The butterflies were
Painted Red ladies and they were orange, black and white. They were very
pretty.
I liked them because it was interesting to see them all evolve into beautiful
and amazing butterflies. They all stayed healthy and strong too which shows
we did a great job of looking after them! Lulu, Year 8

From caterpillar to chrysalis, students in Nurture Group have been
tracking the life cycle of a butterfly.

World Affairs: Question & Answer
Our GCSE Geography students had a fantastic opportunity to ask lots of questions
to Dave, an engineer on Halley VI, the British research station in Antarctica, an
internationally important platform for global earth, atmospheric and space
weather observation. Built on a floating ice shelf in the Weddell Sea, Halley VI is
the world’s first relocatable research facility. This innovative research station
provides scientists with state-of-the-art laboratories and living accommodation,
enabling them to study pressing global problems from climate change and sealevel rise to space weather and the ozone hole – first discovered at Halley in 1985.
Here are just some of the many amazing questions our Year 10 and 11 students
asked:
How did you get there?

Most of the travelling to and in Antarctica is done by plane. I flew from the UK to Cape Town on a standard
international flight. From there it was onto a smaller passenger jet which took us to a Russian run blue ice runway
known as Novo (Novolazarevskaya). Then it’s swapping to an old De Havilland DC3 that has had its engines
changed and other modifications to make it a polar aircraft. These are the packhorse of the Antarctic and are used
by many of the different programs for their logistics.

What transport do you use over in Antarctica?

The above mentioned DC3s do most of the heavy lifting between stations, then there is a smaller aircraft called a
Twin Otter. This is a tough little twin-engine plane that is used to conduct field work and local area logistics. Around
the station there are a few choices. The most used transport is your own legs, you can hit your step targets fairly
easy. Beyond this, depending upon the station you are at, there are skidoos, 6 wheeled Gators, big, tracked people
carrying machines, and various working machines from JCB excavators to bulldozers to state-of-the-art Piston Bully
snow grooming machines. Then there are cranes and fork trucks and so on. It is quite a varied set of vehicles.

What qualifications do you need?

The qualifications and skills needed vary from position to position. I had several years under my belt as a Steel
Erector before I applied, but no formal qualifications in that area. I would say that The British Antarctic Survey
(B.A.S.) are very good at looking for people who have the right attitude and mindset for working in Antarctica, and
as such its not always about what a piece of paper might say. The jobs are wide ranging, and I always tell people to
go for it if it interests them. It’s been one of the best decisions I have made.

How long did it take you to train to go to Antarctica?
For a normal season, we usually have a week of intensive training that involves advanced first aid techniques, as
well as various talks and information on how to stay safe in a polar environment.

What impact do the research stations have on Antarctica?
sustainable are these?

How

Obviously, there is an impact from being there, but The British Antarctic Survey
are great at developing new ideas to help minimise the impact. They recycle an
incredible amount of the waste products that are produced from being there
and are always looking at new technology and practices. The current
infrastructure works are aimed at reducing the footprint of the station, which
then reduces the amount of fuel and people required to run things, which then
creates less waste. That’s a hugely oversimplified description, but you get the
idea I hope.

How difficult was it to move Halley VI?

As difficult as you might imagine it to be to move several hundred tons of
infrastructure some 20km across a frozen landscape. Luckily, the station was
designed for exactly that reason, and those involved in planning that season (and the previous ones building up to
it) did an amazing job of covering everything that was needed. For me personally it was a very tough but rewarding
project. It was my first time working overseas, first time away from family and friends for an extended amount of
time, my first experience of a place I had only ever seen on TV or in books. But it was the best decision I ever
made and has changed my life in so many ways. There were long
days out in all kinds of weather conditions to achieve what we
did, but working with an incredible team of people means it was
worth it.

Is it a good experience? Would you go again?

This last season that I have just returned from was my 4th, and
longest yet. I have already been asked to return to Halley VI for
the 2021-22 season, which I am going to accept.
This should probably tell you all you need to know about how
much I enjoy it. It is an incredible experience that even if I had
just gone the once, would have changed me forever. To have the
chance to return a further 4 times is mind blowing to me. I think
I will return as many times as I can before it one day stops for
me. All good things come to an end eventually.

Living on a research station in Antarctica
Were you ever iced in?

In short, yes. That is one of the givens during a winter season. The sea will freeze. It’s one of the reasons we are
isolated, because the outside world cannot reach us. I was lucky enough to be one of only 6 of my winter team to
traverse the perimeter of the station’s coastline, on skis, on the frozen sea! Only my 2nd time ever on skis too.
Pretty proud of that!

What skills did you learn?

Over the years my advanced first aid and medical assistant skills have progressed with constant training. I have also
learnt a bit of wood working skills whilst making gifts for others on the station. I got to have a drive around in some
of the heavy snow clearing machinery too which was fun, along with quite a lot of seat time in the stations large
off-road telescopic fork truck.

What wildlife did you see?

Got to see quite a few different animals. There were always plenty of birds of various
species around. Then there were lots of penguins, mainly Adelie. Fur seals and elephant
seals are frequently found in and around the station. The seas provided us with humpback
whales, orcas, leopard seals, as well as other seal species. The marine biologists would
bring various deeper sea creatures into the science lab to be weighed and studied before
release, so I got to see various starfish and sea cucumbers and anemones etc.

How close did you get to the wildlife?

The Antarctic Treaty states that we should keep a minimum of at least 5m away from local
wildlife, so that is the rule of thumb we use. Pretty much the only time that sometimes gets a bit tricky is when the
penguins and seals venture around the station. Obviously, we are in their home, so we do our best to let them go
about their business with as little interruptions from us as possible. The elephant seals are about the only ones that
are not fussed about anything, so sometimes you have to just get past them to get to where you are going. Most
other animals do not hang around too much.

Did it ever feel warm outside?

Oddly, yes. Not that most people believe me when I tell them. I think because the air is so dry there, the cold
temperatures do not feel like they do here. I have honestly felt colder in the UK than I have
in Antarctica. Obviously, a big part of that is the clothing we have. Thermals and layers
make it pretty easy to stay warm no matter the temperature outside. But that being said, I
have also been outside in minus 10 degrees in a tee shirt, so.

How many layers of clothing did you need?

The idea is never to sweat because that can lead to getting cold very quickly. So, you
adjust your layers depending on the weather conditions and the task with which you are
undertaking.

What did it feel like being in Antarctica?

It has always felt like I need to pinch myself to be honest. I am from a very humble
background, and never imagined in my wildest dreams that I would get to set foot there, let alone to have done it
multiple times and to have seen and experienced all the things I have.

What was your best experience?

This is probably the hardest question to answer because there have been so many different experiences that were
all incredible. The last season I got to go out of the station’s perimeter with a skilled field guide, and we found a
crevasse. Getting to go down inside it was both one of the scariest things I have done, but also one of the most
amazing. To be down at the bottom of a huge natural feature was incredible. I was also the last one out, so for a
moment I was on my own at the bottom taking in the sheer silence and scale and craziness of it all.

What was your scariest moment?

The first time I ever got the chance to go on a co-pilot trip in one of the Twin Otter planes. For a bit of context,
Antarctica is one of the only places in the world where pilots can fly solo, but, they always take someone with them
as a ‘co-pilot.’ Obviously with pretty much everyone not being a pilot of any kind, it makes for an incredibly unique
opportunity. To be shown how the plane works, to see it being flown, and to then be handed the controls and told
to get on with it whilst the pilot does paperwork and other important tasks. We were shown what to do first so do
not panic, but being in control of an actual real-life aircraft
is pretty scary. That fear peaked for me when we flew into
some thick cloud, and my brain decided to mess with me.
We were at something like 12,000 feet, so there was
literally nothing around. Nothing. No planes, no mountains,
nothing. But my brain started asking me all these
questions in an internal monologue that left me a bit
sweaty in panic. The clouds soon cleared, and all was well,
but it was one of those moments where you know full well
its irrational. But it’s your brain, there is not much you can
do. Since then, I have been lucky enough to fly a fair few
co-pilots and its almost got to a point of being complacent,
which in itself is a pretty mad thing to be able to say. Yet
another one of the endless experiences that will stay with
me forever.

Visit from former student, Molly
Being part of a school community is very much at the
heart of The Dean Academy, so when former student,
Molly Bretnall, contacted the school they were
delighted to welcome her back, not as a pupil, but as a
teacher at a local school. Molly now teaches at the
Heart of the Forest Community Special School and
brought her class along with her for a special Science
lesson, learning about the Water Cycle in the labs with
her former tutor Mr Child.
Molly studied at The Dean Academy from 2009 to
2014, and said “I was in Mr Child’s tutor group, the
teachers were always incredibly supportive and always
encouraged me to be the best that I could be.”
Molly discovered a passion for teaching when she
tutored Year 7 and 8 students whilst studying for her
A-Levels: “I was encouraged to apply for a place at a
top university, Durham, to study Primary Education,
and was offered a place based on my interview. I
believe that the confidence I displayed in my interview
was due to my time at The Dean Academy.”
Molly explained “I was very nervous about going to
university as I have Type 1 Diabetes, but with the help
of my assistance dog, Merlin, who was by my side the
whole time, I not only had a great time but also
graduated with an upper second-class degree with
honours specialising in English. My dissertation
explored the national curriculum and whether it
disadvantaged children with Autistic Spectrum
Disorder.”
After graduating, Molly moved back to the Forest and
secured a job in a local primary school, where she
taught her NQT year before securing her dream job
teaching children with additional needs at Heart of the
Forest Community Special School, where many of her
pupils have Autistic Spectrum Disorder. Molly said “I
Thumbs up: pupils had fun in the Science Labs
at The Dean Academy

teach a Pathway 3 class, which means
I teach in a semi-formal way with the
aim of pupils becoming formal learners
as they get older; and of course Merlin comes with me to
work every day!”
Not long after starting at Heart of the Forest School,
Molly contacted Mr Child and discussed bringing her class
(and Merlin) to The Dean Academy to take part in some
Science tasks, allowing her pupils to explore a
mainstream setting. Molly said ‘Mr Child and the team at
The Dean Academy were incredibly supportive and able
to make the necessary adaptations to allow a group of
pupils with additional needs to access learning at The
Dean Academy and to explore Science in a meaningful
way. It was a pleasure to be welcomed back to the
school, no longer a pupil, but now as a teacher.”
Mr Child commented “It made me really proud to have
Molly in school and to see how much she has succeeded
in achieving her goals. It’s great that she continues to
feel a part of our school community.”
Molly added “My class had such a good time at The Dean
Academy and I would definitely like to continue the
connection between our two schools, so hopefully they
will see more of our pupils when we visit in the future.”
Ably assisted
by Merlin

Miss Bretnall with Mr Child

Making water filters

Our students advice to Year 7s would be . . .
Students at The Dean Academy wrote
special words of advice for our Year 6
students who will be starting with us in
September.
Each individual postcard was sent
home containing some great tips and
words of advice about life at secondary
school.
Here are some of the amazing things
our students said.

Year 5 Taster Days - Primary Transition
In a day packed full of fun activities, Year 5
pupils from across the Forest were able to
experience life at The Dean Academy.
Children made delicious pizzas in the Food
Technology rooms and key tags in the D&T
workshops. They learned all about pitch and
dynamics in Music through lots of fun games
with Mr Peacock and in the Science labs they
carried out some noisy experiments.
They also enjoyed a chat with the Headteacher
Richard Brand who took them on a tour of the

school and they even got to try
out food from our school canteen!
Mr Webb who helped organise the
days commented “It has been a
pleasure to welcome enthusiastic
and eager Year 5 students to The
Dean Academy to experience a
day at secondary school. All of
them without exception were
wonderful. A highlight of the year.”

In the Design and Technology workshop with Mr Winstanley making Key Tags

In the Science labs with Mr Edy and Mr Webb . . .

Year 5 Taster Days - Primary Transition
In the Food Technology rooms with Mrs Sayers and Mrs Gittins-Jones making Pizza

In Music with Mr Peacock pupils learned about pitch and dynamics by playing musical trees!

Keeping Communities Safe
Think Safe, Be Safe
From safety online to county lines, former police officer Marco
Cetara from Crimestoppers UK paid a visit to The Dean Academy this
term to discuss some very important issues.
Working in association with Fearless.org Marco explained the
importance of making good choices and keeping safe. He also
emphasised the importance of talking to someone whether it’s a
parent, a teacher or a friend. As an ex-servicing police officer and
former schools police officer in London, Marco has a wealth of
experience of talking to and supporting young people.
Marco outlined THREE things that we should protect - our mind, our
body and our digital life.

MIND
Keep safe and alert be aware of what is
happening around you. Be alert when
out and about and aware of others who
may be trying to manipulate you by
offering you money to stay off school or
to look after a bag, this may well be the
start of a grooming process. Always talk
to a trusted adult. Marco said “When
we’re not thinking we tend to make the
wrong decisions, question everything.
Be cautions, be mindful. Make the right
choices.”

BODY
Keep your body safe. Look after your
health and have fun with your friends.
Think about if you are being asked to
try to take something you shouldn’t or
are perhaps being pressured into
something. Marco spoke about the risks
of carrying a knife – most people state
that they do this for protection yet
statistics show that 9 out of 10 people
who bring a knife into a situation will
end up being the one who gets
stabbed. “If it can cut, it can kill.”

DIGITAL FOOTPRINT
Marco offered advice on how to keep
your digital life safe and your long term
digital footprint protected. He talked
about the risks of using social media
and whilst it can do a great deal of
good, is also an access point for
criminal intent and grooming.
You should consider everything you
post on any social media platform as
this may be held against you in the
future. So, if you post anything make
sure it shows the best person you are.
Marco explained “Now is the time to
act, tomorrow is too late. You don’t
want people to use your posts against
you in the future.”

Crimestoppers and Fearless.org
are independent charities that
gives people the power to speak
up and stop crime – 100%
anonymously.

These subjects will be
followed up by further
sessions with our local
Beat Officer in next
year’s PSHE curriculum
in lessons throughout
the year.
Mr Mooney /
Mrs Bellingham

Launch of New School House System
Launch of New House System
We are excited to let you know that we will be
introducing a new House System for competition,
challenge and fun which will be in place at The Dean
Academy from September. Alongside the current year
group and tutor system, when students and staff return
next year, everyone will be placed into one of four new
Houses.
The House names have been chosen via a student and
staff vote; with names of local landmarks and natural
features proving to be the most popular!

Cadora Woods

Cannop Ponds, Cadora Woods, the River Severn and the
Wye valley have been chosen as our favourites meaning next year our four new houses will be:

CADORA

WYE

CANNOP

SEVERN

Each House will have an attached colour, which students
will wear via a small TDA logo pin badge in their house
colour to be presented during the first House assembly
and worn on their blazer lapel at all times.
During the year, competitions and events will run across
all subject areas, year groups and as a whole school.
Students will earn points for themselves and their
Houses through their participation, effort and success! In
addition all ClassCharts positive points will also be
collected to House totals to reward the continued hard
work in lessons and through homework. Each House will
adopt a charity and find ways to support IT during the
year.

The Wye Valley

Successful Houses will be rewarded!! At the end of the
year and each term the winning house will be rewarded!
We hope some exciting trips, lessons off timetable,
unexpected treats and extra privileges around school will
add some extra motivation to everyone’s work and mean
there is always something really positive to look forward
to and work towards!
That’s all for now, all will be revealed to students in
September! Keep an eye on our social media outlets over
the summer holidays for some extra clues and reveals!
Mr P Glynn
Cannop Ponds

River Severn

Summer Holiday Support
A Message to Parents from
Young Minds Matter Team
“As we rapidly approach the
end of the school year, here at
Young Minds Matter we have
been busy planning creative
ways to support all your
children this summer. It could
feel like a strange and possibly
anxiety-provoking
transition
this year from primary to
secondary school; but we are
here to help.
The Covid pandemic has most definitely disrupted lots
of plans. We have continued to work alongside your
child’s school to build up the confidence of the Year 6
cohort in embracing their next stage of education and
helping them to meet the move with confidence and
enthusiasm.
If your child is worried and you would like to access
additional support to help them prepare for the
transition, we can help.
We have produced 2 short, pre-recorded video sessions
to help you and your child to talk through any concerns
or anxieties. It will help your child to understand how
‘worry' might make them feel and how it’s normal for
the step up to secondary school to be increasing these
feelings.
The aim is to also help you, as parents/carers, to
support your child through the transition to secondary
school and help to reduce their worries.
The sessions are supported by an electronic workbook
for you and your child to complete together or
individually.
If these free sessions are something that interest you
and your child and you would like more information,
then please email: CONNECT@ghc.nhs.uk and a
member of our team will be in touch to send you the
pack.”

Video Support

Young Minds Matter is part of Gloucestershire’s NHS
mental health support.
On our school website is a video that can be used to
support students who are suffering from mental
health issues. Please click on the link below:
https://thedeanacademy.org/mental-healthsupport-summer/

Summer Holiday Support

A Workout for Body and Mind

We have a small group of Year 10 girls attending training
sessions at Fortitude Gym in their PE lessons, working
hard in some gruelling but ultimately inspiring sessions.
Coaches Josh and Rachel have challenged their strength
and conditioning alongside discussions around mental
health and wellbeing. The girls work incredibly hard,
these sleds are hard going even without the weights!
Mrs Dance

School Terms and Holidays
2021 - 2022

Out and About
THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD
Year 9 Expedition Practice Day

17 of our Year 9 students recently took part in a
DofE Expedition Practice Day. All the participants
pitched tents, navigated through the forest and then
cooked an evening meal on their trangias. For once,
the weather was lovely and students all finished
their walks hot but happy – despite a few minor
detours for some!
Every student should be feeling very proud of
themselves as their team work was excellent and
they each made great contributions to the day’s
success. Well done, everyone – you should now be
ready for a Qualifying Expedition early in the
Autumn term.

Year 10 Qualifying Expedition

We are very excited about getting our first team out on
their Bronze Qualifying Expedition. This group have been
ready to go since last year, but a global pandemic
scuppered that plan! They are now a little older, a lot wiser
and totally ready for this challenge. Best of luck, Year 10!
Ms S Paton, DofE Leader

Year 9 Expedition Practice Day was fantastic with fine weather,
quality teamwork and lots of personal achievements!

