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WEEK COMMENCING 12th JULY 2021
Monday 12th July
Year 5 Taster Day – Yorkley
Tuesday 13th July
Year 5 Taster Day - Severnbanks
Wednesday 14th July
Year 5 Taster Day - Aylburton
th
Thursday 15 July
Year 5 Taster Day – Primrose Hill
th
Friday 16 July
Year 5 Taster Day – Lydney C of E
I write to you at the end of a challenging
week for staff, parents and most of all, our
students. You’ll all now be aware that we
have had a number of positive COVID
cases in all year groups. We became
aware of the first of these last Thursday and
have been made aware of further cases
over the weekend and into this week too,
and for many students they will have spent
this week at home. I sincerely hope anyone
with the infection recovers quickly and feels
well.
The situation is simply dreadful for everyone.
We are particularly disappointed to end a
16-month period with no COVID cases in
this way. We know students being sent
home to isolate is hugely inconvenient for
parents. We also know that learning online
is not a perfect substitute. We know that for
our staff teaching students in class and at
home, at the same time, is an impossibly
difficult balance. For the senior team here
this week and over the weekend the
process of identifying, and communicating
with, close contacts has been non-stop. But
above all else, we must not lose sight of the
huge sacrifice our young people are
making to protect others.

Enjoyment Achievement Community
Congratulations to the following weekly
winners of our attendance raffle for
week 28th June to 2nd July:KS3 – Ben J in Year 9
KS4 – Jake N in Year 10

I want to assure parents and students there is no more important issue that our staff are
focused on than making it to the end of term with no further disruption to learning. We
take advice from Public Health daily and are doing all we can to ensure that
protective measures, such as mask wearing and asymptomatic testing, are as
effective as they can be in stopping transmission. We have had to make difficult
decisions in the interest of preserving continuity of education for the highest number of
students we can.
I know that many of you reading this as parents, students or staff will be utterly
frustrated with the situation; this is a completely natural reaction. I also know that not
only will we get through this period but there is hope for a brighter September. We
heard earlier this week that the bubble system will end on July 19th and that, in
September, close contacts will no longer need to isolate for a mandatory 10 days. Let
us all hope for a more normal school year.
In order for us to reach the end of term (Wednesday 21st July) without further disruption
I would ask you to continue to help support us as a community by:
•

Continuing to routinely use the Lateral Flow Tests at home to check for those
students who may be asymptomatic and report this to us in school using the
Microsoft Forms link

•

Talking regularly with your child about the importance of maintaining social
distancing outside of school, and of wearing facemasks and washing their
hands frequently

•

Encouraging all students to remain safe by continuing to follow safety measures
as they walk to or from school or travel on school buses

As with all of the challenges we’ve faced this year, I never fail to be inspired by our
wonderful students and staff. There have been some truly amazing moments this week
where I’ve been told of a student helping one of our less tech-savvy teachers set up
TEAMs. The students in class have been so patient and tolerant and told me today
“how hard their teachers are working” and that “we know they’re doing their best”.
Our staff have been learning how to teach half online/half in the room – and
supporting each other with tips and ideas. However most inspiring to me was talking
with some Year 10 students, who returned from a period of isolation, who told me how
delighted they are to be back. Never have the importance of schools been so clear
to me.
Richard Brand

Some of our staff teaching Year 8 students both in the class and remotely this week.

BRIGHT SPOTS
TECHNOLOGY
My Year 8 Technology group have been working very hard on their Steady Hand Tester
Project – Miss Hayden.

Ruby E

ART, DESIGN & PRODUCTION
Lovely Work by Year 7 making shields – Ms Westgate.

Oliver H

Ryan EC

Archie G

Ruby J

Leo F

Jacob B

Martin C

Jayden G

Niall J

Cole M

WEEKLY TREATS FROM HOSPITALITY & CATERING
The students were given free reign over their choice of dish this week. The only criteria was
that it had to be cooked and presented in 1 hour. Simple but high quality, execution, well
done everyone. Special mention to Jago B, Declan T, Cadan H and Carys J – Mrs GittinsJones.

ENGLISH
Descriptive writing by Ferne B in Year 10 – Ms Wilkes.

