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Update from the Headteacher

We have finally made it to the end of one of the strangest terms I have ever
experienced in my career – one that started in lockdown and ended with our
community back together again and reminding me on a daily basis why I am
so proud to be Head Teacher of The Dean Academy. Our staff and students
have shown tremendous resilience, commitment and pride in their efforts since
Christmas and we have lots to be proud of. Attendance and engagement in
remote learning in January and February was consistently above the national
average and students returned to school ready to continue the same pattern.
We have had an incredibly successful four weeks back in school and everyone
deserves a well earned break over the next few weeks.
I would like to send a special message to our Year 11 students who have had
to deal with so many changes to their studies over the last month. They have
worked tirelessly to complete work in class and at home to help us gather
evidence for their GCSE assessments and will be working hard over the
holidays to continue this focus and preparation. When they return they will be
facing two weeks of mini assessments – it is important they make sure to
prepare thoroughly for these, use all the support and advice staff have given
you and take full advantage of the opportunity to show us all exactly how
much they can do. Remember, also, to look after yourselves and build in time
to rest, recuperate and see friends and family, when it is safe to do so.
I would also like to publicly thank parents and carers for all they did during
lockdown and to help students settle back into school as well as they did. You
did a great job as teachers and we are lucky to have you as part of our
community! My final thanks must go to the staff in school who have been so
adaptable, hardworking and committed throughout this year. We are sadly
losing Miss Rosbrook today as she moves on to a new post as Assistant
Headteacher at a school closer to home. She leaves after twelve and a half
years at The Dean Academy, during which she has moved from NQT to
Associate Assistant Head Teacher. Staff and students alike will miss her, she
has worked in a number of roles across the school, but our loss is her new
school’s gain. Good luck Jo!
Wishing you all a restful, relaxing and hopefully sunny Easter break. Term
starts again on Monday 19th April and we look forward to seeing everyone
then.
Best wishes, Richard Brand

Staff Farewells
The Dean Academy will be
saying a fond farewell to various
members of staff at the end of
this term as they move on to
pastures new.
Jo Rosbrook, SENCO and
Associate
Assistant
Headteacher, has worked at the
academy for 12 years. During
her time at The Dean Academy
Jo has worked in various roles
including Acting Head of RE,
Head of Careers/Aimhigher and
Director of Faculty for World
Affairs.
Jo is moving on to
become
an
Assistant
Headteacher.
Caretaker Andy Brice is leaving
the academy after 14 years
service and cleaner, Judith
Williams will be retiring at the
end of the term after an
incredible 25 years working at
the school.
We wish them all the best!

Message from the Chair of Governors
It's been wonderful to see the students back at school
and all of us on the Governing Board extend our sincere
thanks to the staff who have done such a brilliant job
with the testing centre and keep the school Covidsecure. We're also very grateful to our students for
ensuring that they are regularly testing and following all
the guidelines. We all have a part to play in keeping the
school and wider community safe and it's a tribute to
the consideration and maturity of our students that they
are acting so responsibly.
If you haven't already, please do find and follow the
school on social media. It's fantastic to see the work of

our students showcased there,
and a great way of keeping up to
date with the latest news from
the school.
Wishing you all a very happy
Easter, and we're all looking
forward to a summer term that
will hopefully be somewhere nearer to 'normal'.
Janine Fox, Chair of Governors

The Dean Academy Community
Students discover the ‘Wonder’ of Reading

This term we launched our tutor reading programme ‘Beyond Words’ where students in Years 7 to 10 spend three
mornings per week reading books from a set list. The aim is to increase their vocabulary whilst introducing them to
some quality literature. Our students have really engaged with the programme.
Mr Webb’s tutor group, 7DW, are reading ‘Wonder’ (pictured below) by R J Palacio which is about a young boy,
born with a facial disfigurement, navigating the trials and tribulations of life in a new school. They all seem to be
enjoying the story!

The Dean Academy
on Social Media
This year, The Dean Academy has
been building its social media
presence on platforms such as
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.
We recognise that social media is
an
important
tool
for
communication
as
it
is
a
conversation that we as a school
can be part of with our students,
parents and members of our local
community.
Through our posts we have been
aiming to provide a snapshot of
school life.
It is a fantastic
platform for our teachers to show
off exemplary work from students,
celebrate achievements, share
thoughts and ideas and announce
upcoming events. It can also help
parents to find out more about our
school and to make them feel part
of our school community. So why
not follow us today!

Instagram
@thedeanacademyofficial

Facebook
@thedeanacademyofficial

Twitter
@TheDeanAcademy

The Dean Academy - Lockdown 2021
Online Lessons

Whilst students and teachers across
the county were adapting to the new
challenges of online learning during
the lockdown, staff at The Dean
Academy were delighted to receive
many messages of praise and support
from parents.
Mrs Jones, a mum with students in
Years 8 and 11 at The Dean Academy,
thanked the staff for their incredible
support, she explained “The Dean
Academy have been absolutely
amazing,
providing
equipment,
support, phone calls, keeping us
updated and checking that my boys
are ok.”
Students found the live lessons
engaging and enjoyable and were
happy with the quality, routine and
structure of the teaching available to
them with their regular class teachers.

FEEDBACK FROM STUDENTS
“I really like Science, the lessons are
awesome and it is very interesting
online. The teachers are really good at
teaching and I have learnt a lot. I like
the elements because they are really
cool!” Francis, Year 9
“On the whole it has been good
because you are learning, you do need
proper breaks as it can make you really
tired.” Year 9 student
“I like Geography it is very cool and the
teachers are good.” Ethan, Year 8

FEEDBACK FROM PARENTS
“Keep up the good work, you are doing
great!”
“Very impressed with the lessons given this
year so far. The use of Microsoft Teams
has been a great way to deliver lessons. It
is an improvement on Lockdown 1. It has
made my children feel more connected to
their class friends and teachers. Thank
you!”
“This online learning has been brilliant! I
feel my child has learnt more than when in
school, less distracted! I’ve even learnt
things too from listening in!”
“Every member of staff has worked
incredibly hard to keep the kids engaged and enjoying lessons during a
very difficult time.”

Testing Times

Our sports hall was turned into a
makeshift testing area and members of
the academy’s non-teaching staff were
trained to oversee the testing which ran
smoothly
and
efficiently.
Deputy
Headteacher Mr Declan Mooney, who
put the testing team in place,
commented “The testing team have
been amazing, they have supported
each other and everyone who came for
a test. I would like to thank them for
being so professional in the delivery of
the testing of our school community.”

Return to School - Welcome Back!
“I like seeing my friends
and there are less things
to get distracted by at
school” Bethan

Here are some
thoughts and
comments from
staff and students
about their return
to the school site
this term:

“It was nice to see all
my student’s faces and
hear their voices!”
Miss Burns

“I like being at school as it’s
easier to learn and I get to
see my friends” Coby

“I like English lessons because
“It has been amazing to have Miss Clark makes it fun” Maria
students back on site, after such
“I like being back at
a long time with students
school for the sports”
learning remotely. The students
Danny
have slotted straight back into
familiar
routines
and
are
working really hard in lessons!”
Mr Richard Brand
“I like being back
at school for the
practical lessons”
“I was excited about
Glyn
going back to school
because I got to see
“Everyone being back
my friends for the first
together and hearing all
time in months” Rio
about their lockdown
experiences.” Mrs D Jones
“I
like
being
back at school
because I can
see my friends
and it’s easier to
learn” Cameron

“Seeing my
friends and Art
lessons” Lily

“I like
Maths”
Ryan

“It’s great to be back in the
classroom and see and speak to
faces, not icons!” Mrs Fiona Price

- Thursday 4th March 2021
At The Dean Academy we love reading and we love
books. Normally for World Book Day we put on lots of
activities for students and our staff get dressed up as a
character from a well known children’s book.
Unfortunately, due to lockdown, we have had to
celebrate it slightly differently this year.
Students took part in various activities that celebrate
their love of books. Their challenges included:
•
Send a photograph of yourself reading your
favourite book
•
Dress up as your favourite character
•
Create a diorama of your favourite scene from a

•
•
•

book
Write your own story or poem
Create a book review
Read some of the audio books on offer

The response was great! We have received many
fantastic stories. A special well done to Isabelle in Year 8
for her brilliant sci-fi story and to Sophie for her fantastic
book review (see below). We have included a snippet of
Isabelle’s story in this newsletter for you to enjoy.
Ms K Wilkes

Book Review
Title of the book: ‘The Magic Faraway Tree
Collection’ by Enid Blyton.
What the book is about: This book is about three
children who find a tree but it is a magic tree and
there are lands at the top and the children have
lots of adventures.
Favourite character: My favourite character is the
Saucepan Man because he mishears people all the
time and I find it funny.
What I like about the book: I like that they go on
lots of adventures and go to lots of different lands
and it can be funny.

Amy in Year 8 dressed up as her
favourite children’s book
character, Violet Beauregarde
What don’t I like about the book: I think they
from Roald Dahl’s ‘Charlie and
should have more characters.
the Chocolate Factory’!
My rating: I give this book 7 out of 10 because I
think there should be more characters we meet as
it is a big tree!

by Sophie, Year 8

Staff shared photos of themselves reading at home

Cole in Year 7 told us that
his favourite book is Roald
Dahl’s ‘George’s
Marvellous Medicine’

World Book Day is a charity on a mission to help change children’s lives by making
reading together and reading for pleasure a habit for life.

VELLENUM
Extract from a sci-fi story written by Isabelle in Year 8
for World Book Day 2021

My name is Vellenum, and I live on the planet Nyuhdradai,
pronounced nyoo-(small breath out) dra-day. First of all, I must
tell you about myself and the planet I live in. Nyuhdradai is a
relatively small planet, mostly ground and rock with nothing big
enough to call an ocean. There are a few salt lakes, but mostly
we have freshwater. My kind are not the only intelligent life
forms on this planet. Now that I have told you a little about my
planet, it is time to tell you about myself.
You humans would compare me to a fox and then edit me a bit.
That is nowhere near accurate enough for the story I plan to tell
you. Start with a cat. Make the claws black and slightly longer
and straighter. Have them out permanently, they have lost the
ability to withdraw. Give it pointed ears and change its head to
look like a fox. Give it long, white, sensitive whiskers, six on each
side. Lengthen its tail and give it the ability to grip like a
monkeys. Keep the fur. Give it orange-brown fur patterned with
cream. These patterns are unique to the individual, although
they tend to be similar within families. (This has been edited).
I myself have the grey-black eyes of my family and am covered in
cream swirls. I am fourteen next Rhonelle (what you would call
month, only a Rhonelle is more exact in timing), and I am
looking forward to it.
I am hoping I will be Gifted something to aid me in my
understanding of your kind. You see, when I grow up, I want to
be a communicator between our kind and yours. I hope
eventually to be able to translate what I write here into your
own language so you may understand.
You are probably wondering how I am able to write or use a
simbord without hands, as your tech is not as advanced as most
other worlds. When we are young, as well as the tablets that
prevent illnesses, we are given a data chip that allows us to
connect to most tech using our minds. This may seem terrifying,
but it will only do what you want it to as it works on intentions
and actually requires a lot of concentration.
My entry is finished for today. Friday 11th June 2021 by your
calendar (my planet has days almost exactly the same as yours).
Saturday 12th June 2021
Today I shall tell you a bit about the history of my planet. A long
time ago there was a war between my kind (Dradai), and the
intelligent life forms I mentioned earlier (Nyuh). The Nyuh look
a bit like you humans, but with longer arms and legs that help
them climb and hands where the feet are. Like humans they
have lost their tails (Nyuh and humans both evolved from very
similar things) and they like to wear clothes as their fur is thin
and not warm enough. Eventually we made peace and decided to
rename our planet both Nyuh and Dradai so we will never forget
how much better things are when we work together.
Dradai are carnivorous. Nyuh eat mainly fruit and leaves,
although they can eat certain types of meat. I think that Nyuh
and humans will get along very well because of their similarity,
so it is very important that humans understand Dradai if (I am
sure some will) they come to our planet. There are scientists on
many planets that are working on how to make teleportation
work for humans. I should probably tell you how teleportation
works.
So there's this strange type of light found on Cralone where the
particles of light sort of cling on to atoms and carry them along
their wavelength. So you go into this room and they turn on the
light and the atoms that are you get picked up and carried to

wherever the beam of light is pointing. Then the room
wherever you are now has these light bending mirrors (I am
not sure what these are made out of or exactly how they work)
bend the light so it drops off all the atoms in the right places
to make you again. Then they get these strange coloured
sheets (they would look black to you) to absorb the light and
you're there!
It happens too fast for anything to go wrong but you may feel
a bit sick for a few days as your body tries to work out what
happened. It is quite expensive to travel in this way (like it is
expensive to use one of your flying machines) and I have only
done it twice, to go on holiday then come back. Unfortunately,
it was a short holiday and I had a sore throat the whole time
we were there. Seeing another planet was really interesting
and I have wanted to learn about other kinds of people ever
since. Humans are especially interesting with their many
languages, environments and ways of living. I have decided to
concentrate my research on a tiny island named England and a
much larger place called America. It is strange how the
language of America is English despite America being so much
larger.
It has been quite difficult to research Earth because of the
virus named coronavirus or covid-19. I am glad that earth has
mostly gotten over their shock at aliens “invading”.
I am also glad that the people from many planets was able to
help remove this virus that killed so many, although I think
you would have gotten rid of it yourselves eventually.
My entry is finished for today.
Sunday 13th June 2021
The purpose of me writing this book is so that you can see
how we live on our planet and also what we expect of you if
you are to visit. I will not go through all the rules and laws but
there are some things I will tell you. Firstly, yellow and orange
are the colours of the law-enforcers, or police as you would
say. They are always paired with one Nyuh and one Dradai. We
do not kill criminals, we imprison them with everything they
need to live in rooms full of cameras to watch them. if a
camera is destroyed, the alarm is triggered. No criminals will
be tolerated on Nyuhdradai.
My best friend Mei and I are planning to work together as
communicators for humans that speak English. Mei is a Nyuh
and her fur is such a dark brown that it’s almost black. This
would have been a joint project only the teachers advised us
that it would be better to do it separately so we can focus on
our species individually, which is hard as we work together so
much that it is hard to imagine we were ever at war.
I tend to make things sound too strict and serious without Mei
to help, but I am determined to do a good job on this. Learning
about different planets is so interesting! Even if I’m starting to
hate your language. How many rules and exceptions can you
have? And the spellings are horrible!
My entry is finished for today.
Thursday 1st July 2021
It’s the night before my birthday and I really shouldn’t be
writing now but I can’t sleep and anyway it’s been ages since
I’ve done this. I’ve been busy in my lessons and I am eager to
see your planet, real rather than virtual. I doubt I’ll be able to
go there anytime soon, though. Mei has promised to get me
something “spaceish”, but she won’t tell me any more than
that! I WANT TO KNOW.
Entry done.

Spending just 10 minutes a day reading and sharing stories with children can make a
crucial difference to their future success and it’s fun for all involved.

The Dean Academy Computing Department
AWARDS AND COMPETITIONS Year 9 Options
iDEA AWARDS
Our students have been
very productive across Key
Stage 3 with iDEA awards
and have picked up a
fantastic 15 awards during
the recent lockdown.

YEAR 8 CYBERFIRST
GIRLS COMPETITION
The girls who entered the
Year 8 CyberFirst Girls
competition did amazing
with some very good
scores, the highest our
school has produced!
Our top finishing team,
‘The Flying Pigs of Doom’,
narrowly missed out on the
semi-finals by just one
place.

GEMBA ADVANTAGE
At Christmas Oliver in Year 8
entered a competition with
an external company called
Gemba
Advantage
who
make high-impact software
that
is
secure
and
sustainable. Oliver did really
well and won a Google AI
camera Kit.

Year 9 Options Evening went well with lots of interest in
both BTEC Enterprise and GCSE Creative iMedia. We look
forward to having two strong classes in Year 10 again
next year!

CGI Competition

CGI Cyber Security would love for you to
get involved in an exciting competition that
they are running with CyNam called ‘ASK ANYTHING’.
The aim of ‘ASK ANYTHING’ is for you ask any IT, tech or
cyber related question that you have and they will find you
the answers! If they can’t, because your question is too
challenging, they will look at how this could lead to
research that furthers their industry. So, we encourage
you to get your thinking caps on and think of some
interesting questions that you would love to know the
answers to!
Send your questions along with your first name (if happy
to share), your year group or age and the name of the
school to:
madeline.h@cyberfirstschools.co.uk /
staffmcw@thedeanacademy.org
The deadline is the 30th April, so get your entries in!

Virtual talks with Deloitte

The Computing Department are currently in the process of
setting up, with Deloitte, the following for Key Stage 4
Computing students.
‘Cyber Security in your Life’ which covers the following
topics:
• Cyber risk
• What is Cyber Security?
• Different types of attack/attackers with real life
examples
• Different ways people perform cyber attacks and how
to protect yourself
• Some fun quizzes using Menti - a website that runs
polls/quizzes
‘Let’s Learn Jyfwavnyhwof’ which covers:
• The history of cryptography
• Different types of algorithms used
• A chance to crack a few codes - including the title!

KS4 Lockdown

Oliver receives his prize - well done!

Both our Creative iMedia and our Enterprise students have
worked well over the lockdown and really had an amazing
push with their coursework.
High praise in particular goes to Charlotte in Year 11 for
her exceptional Marketing and Enterprise coursework. The
work she produced for the Finance section was of

Follow the Computing Department on:
Twitter @computing_at

Instagram @computing_the_dean_academy

Mathematics at The Dean Academy: UKMT
UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge
The UK Mathematics Trust
(UKMT) was founded in
1996 and their charitable
aim is to advance the
education of young people
in Mathematics.
They achieve this by
working with hundreds of
volunteers across the UK to
organize competitions and
mathematical enrichment
activities which
promote problem solving
and teamwork skills.
This year, nine of our
students from Years 10
and 11 entered the
Intermediate Maths
Challenge, a competition
that regularly has over
700,000 entries from
around the UK and other
Year 11 - Connor, Ella and Brandon with their certificates
British schools around the
world.
All of our students did very well, and certificates were awarded to the highest scorers which are based on the
number of students that took part. To receive a certificate means that you are well into the top 40% of all
competitors!
This year, the Best in School went to Simeon in Year 10 who achieved the Silver award. A Silver also went to
Brandon in Year 11 who was the Best in Year.
Bronze certificate winners were Tommy and Ben in Year 10 and Chloe and Connor from Year 11.
Next on the calendar is the Junior Maths Challenge when our Year 7s and 8s will be competing for the highest
certificates available! We wish them lots of luck. Mr A Cornish

UKMT Pink Kangaroo Maths Challenge

UKMT:
Encouraging
students to
think clearly
about
challenging
problems

In March of last year Brandon, then in
Year 10, became the first student at
The Dean Academy to be invited to
take part in the UKMT Pink Kangaroo
Challenge.
Invitations to this
prestigious competition are only issued
to students who score highly in the
UKMT
Intermediate
Mathematical
Challenge, only 3800 students out of a
total 700,000 were invited to take
part.
Mathematics controls more aspects of
the modern world than most people
realise. The scientific and industrial
revolutions flowed from the realisation
that Mathematics was both the
language of nature and also a way of
analysing
and
controlling
our
environment. In the last century old
and new applications of mathematical
ideas have transformed the way we
live.
All these developments depend on Brandon in Year 11 with his Pink Kangaroo Qualification certificate
mathematical thinking – a mode of
thought whose essential style is far more permanent than the wave of technological change which it has made
possible. The problems on the Pink Kangaroo reflect this style, which pervades all Mathematics, by encouraging
students to think clearly about challenging problems.
Due to the disruption by Covid we have only recently received Brandon’s result and certificate. He scored a
fantastic 73 points in the challenge, an impressive achievement. Well done Brandon! Ms K Weaver

The Dean Academy Photography Club
Reflections

Birds

The Dean Academy
Photography Club is an afterschool club which was set up
during lockdown. The idea was
for students who have an
interest in photography to have
a focused and purposeful
reason to get outdoors safely
and to explore and observe the
world around them. Mr Kelley,
who set up the club explained
“The main focus has been on
setting a theme for our
students to work on, they then
submit their favourite photo for
our weekly competition. So
far, we have looked at
reflections, sunrise/sunset,
framing, perspective, and
objects up close, and we have
had a great response from
both students and staff. It is a
great opportunity to explore
our local areas and create
some memorable pictures at
the same time.”
You can see all of the
photographs on our school
website photo gallery.
The photos were recently
spotted on social media by the
local tourist organisation Visit
Dean Wye who were so
impressed with the work of our
students that they wanted to
share it on their social media
platforms, they commented
“We were really impressed with
the quality and variety and of
course love seeing young
people exploring the Forest
and connecting with nature.
What a lovely way to engage
students in photography and
encourage them to get outside
during lockdown.”
I’m sure you will agree there
are lots of stunning images to
enjoy!

The Dean Academy Photography Club
Dusk/Dawn

Framing

Perspective

The Dean Academy Photography Club
What is it?

Meet some of our
members:

Amy in Year 8 has many
interests including photography.
She loves animals and has a pet
hamster called Honey who she
takes many photos of, including
one which she recently won first
prize for in the school Pet Photo
competition which she was
thrilled about.
Amy enjoys singing and dancing,
so when all her dance classes
were cancelled during lockdown
Photography Club gave her an
added interest.
Amy looks forward to the new
challenges every week and
entering her photo. It gets her
interested in going out and
finding new objects, scenery and
nature to photograph.
Isobel is in Year 8.
Her
interests include horse riding,
art and photography.
Isobel
enjoys seeing the photographs
that others have taken and
having a different topic to work
on each week.
Gracie is in Year 8. She enjoys
walking in the Forest of Dean
and exploring the area and its
heritage with her family and
dog.
Gracie enjoys Photography Club
as it gives her the opportunity to
capture memories from her
walks and see other people’s
ideas which are posted on the
school website.
This has been a good outlet
during lockdown restrictions.
Erin is in Year 10. “My interests
are
photography,
singing,
drawing and reading. I think it’s
cool
that
we
have
a
Photography Club so that we
can show our more creative
sides with the photos that we
take, rather just focusing on
school work.”
Answers from top to bottom: Rifle barrel, an
onion, a dog’s eye, a cactus and a pine cone

Staff Winners

Student Wellbeing
The Student Leadership Team’s Lockdown Messages of Support
During
lockdown
our
Student
Leadership Team issued a video with
messages of support for the whole
school.
Here’s what they had to say:

Senior student, Micah, offered advice
and ideas to help look after yourself
during lockdown such as finding the time
to play a video game, exercise, listen to
music or help around the house.

Deputy Head Boy, Declan, emphasised
the importance of staying connected with
friends and family online, “It is very
important to ask for help if you are
struggling. The Dean Academy have some
amazing teachers who are always there to
help.”

Head Girl, Ashleigh, praised students
for their positive attitude during
lockdown, reminding them to “be kind,
stay safe.”

Senior student, Ella, wanted to check in
with students and to encourage them to
go outside and explore the woods, oh and
also
to
never
underestimate
the
importance of a hot drink!

Senior student, Eve said “If you need
someone to talk to, please ask for help.
Remember someone will always be
looking out for you and it’s ok not to be
ok!”

Deputy Head Girl, Phoebe, praised
students for their dedication during the
lockdown and reminded them to take time
for themselves.

Head Boy, Sam said “Keep asking for
help and well done for all your hard
work.

Children’s Mental Health Week
At The Dean Academy we take mental health issues and
wellbeing extremely seriously. During the recent lockdown
the school ran a variety of sessions
to help support our students photography
competitions,
PE
events,
Pride Club, Student
Leadership challenges, meditation
sessions,
assemblies,
tutor
sessions, calls home and drop-ins

Be Kind Online

National Online Safety reminded us of our responsibility to
be kind online and offered ideas about how we can all be
kinder online including showing appreciation, being
positive and praising others for their achievements.
National Online Safety make it their mission to make the
internet a safer place for children. More information can
be found here:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
Online abuse can have a severe impact on people’s lives.
National
Online
Safety suggests that
you
should
take
responsibility
and
think twice before
you post.

with pastoral staff and counsellors. All of these
events took place alongside our informative Values
and Society lessons, where mental health and
wellbeing is a core component.
Ms K Wilkes

Challenging our students
Tokyo Challenge - The Big Move to the Olympics!
During the recent lockdown, the PE Department at The Dean Academy,
launched a motivational whole school challenge for its staff and students.
The aim was to get them out and about and collectively cover the distance
from Lydney to Tokyo, a whopping 9619km, in honour of the 2021
summer Olympics. How they covered their distances was entirely up to
them - walking, running, cycling, it didn’t matter as long as they were
active. Each week of lockdown everyone sent in their totals of kilometres
covered and we tracked their journey to the Olympics.
Pete Glynn, Head of PE at the academy, commented “The challenge has
been a great way of encouraging our students to leave behind their
screens of lockdown learning and get active, which is really important not
only for physical health, but for mental wellbeing too, particularly during
lockdown when it has been even harder to find the motivation.”
The challenge continued when students returned to school with everyone
completing a 1km run as a warm up in each PE
lesson. Pete added “It looks like we should finish
any day now with the total well over 8,000km,
which will be a fantastic school community
achievement.”

Mr Glynn contributes to the
totals

‘Feb Fab Four’ Primary School Challenge
At The Dean Academy we are conscious that primary
school students may be worried that they are missing
out on some of the usual transition activities that help
them feel ready and excited about the big step up to
secondary school. In order to help our local families
overcome this challenge during lockdown, the team at
The Dean Academy organised a ‘Feb Fab Four
Challenge’ for primary school pupils over the February
half term. Each day an educational and fun activity
was launched online, each one presented by a
member of our teaching staff, these included:

•

Discover how to make your own pH indicator in
the Science Lab with Mr Edy. Then test how
acidic or alkaline the products in your house
are.

•
•
•

Design, make and evaluate your own pop-up card
with Mr Winstanley in the Technology Workshop
Get in shape with circuit training in the Fitness
Room with Mr Glynn
Bake some tasty treats with Mrs Gittins-Jones in
the Food Technology Room

Mr Grant, Head of Year 7, who co-ordinated the event
commented “We hoped that these activities would give
our local primary school children a chance to ‘meet’ some
of our teachers and ‘look around’ the school. It was a
great way for them to have fun and learn over the half
term, whilst giving them an insight into the wonderful
experiences that lie ahead for them at The Dean
Academy. The response from the event was incredible
and we hope that everyone enjoyed it.”

Tasty treats!
Circuit training

Challenging our students
Spanish Omelette
Challenge
Tortillas españolas preparadas
por Año 9. ¡Qué deliciosas!
During lockdown Year 9 students
were
tasked
with
following
instructions that were recorded
entirely in Spanish and as you can
see they have done an amazing job!
These look very tasty, well done!
Miss J Burns

Holiday Activity and Food Programme
The Dean Academy
are part of a
programme run by
Gloucestershire
County
Council
over the Easter
holidays which is
aimed at getting
parents
and
children
cooking
and trying out new
recipes.
Students
who
signed up to the
scheme were able
to collect a box of
ingredients
and
recipe cards from
the school which
has been provided
by Gloucestershire
County Council.
It’s a really exciting
offer which will
allow families to
learn and try new
things
together
whilst
enjoying
some new recipes.
We’ll be asking
people to send in
photos of their
efforts!
Mrs E Smith

Fresh and healthy ingredients to make tasty
and nutritious meals

Mr Brand lends a hand

Nathan’s Inspirational Walk for Charity

Nathan with his mum on a fundraising walk

Nathan, in Year 7, and
his family walked
tirelessly throughout
February to raise money
for charity.
This kind hearted young
student, along with his
mother and siblings,
walked a total of 32.1
miles and in doing so
raised an incredible
£440 for the charity
‘Hearing Dogs for Deaf
People’.
This is truly a blissful ray
of sunshine in this tough
time.
Well done Nathan, we
are certainly lucky to
have you as a member of
our school and
community.
Mr J Peacock

Lockdown Challenges
Our Year 11 Student Leadership Team set the school
community a weekly challenge during lockdown.
Each week they came up with lots of fun challenges
ranging from sports challenges to photography and
cooking competitions. They sorted through all of the
entries and picked the winners. They have worked really
well as a team and I think they gave staff and students
something nice to look forward to each week during the
lockdown!
Well done to Ashleigh, Sam, Phoebe, Declan, Eve, Ella,
Cerys, Daisy and Logan for their hard work in organising
these challenges.
Here are some of the winning entries. Mrs K Jones

Football Tricks

Mr Palmer, Mrs Jones and
Jamie in Year 9 show off their
incredible football tricks and
skills! Well done.

