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Update from the Head of School 

Follow us on Twitter @TheDeanAcademy 

This term summer term has been like no other I can 
remember in my career and I am sure it is not one many 
of us will forget quickly.  We know that many of you have 
faced very challenging situations at home juggling work 
and home-schooling and we are grateful for the way in 
which our community has continued to work together.  
Despite the many challenges we have faced we are 
ending this year with much to be proud of.  However, if 
you are anything like me, you will be happy to be 
resigning your post as home-school teacher with 
immediate effect! 
It has been a strange time to start as a Headteacher.  
Walking around our school, with an absence of students 
and staff in our classrooms, corridors and playgrounds 
has led to us thinking forward to a return to normal, and 
we are delighted that shortly we will be able to welcome 
back all of our students and staff.  However, there have 
been a number of advantages to having had slightly more 
time to watch and observe.  I have had more time to 
speak with parents, staff, and students and what has 
struck me through these conversations is the strength of 
community investment in this school.  In addition, 
Academy Leaders have had time to plan and think, and 
we are excited to implement some changes in September.  
In the recent weeks which have passed we were thrilled 
to see most of our students coming in for meetings with 
their tutors, and others joining the occasional online 
lesson.  We are incredibly proud of our staff for being 
flexible and determined to offer the best remote 
education we can, and picking up new skills rapidly on the 
way, and for our students for being diligent, organised 
(and patient!) and working with us along this journey. 
Over the course of the term, with more time to observe I 
have seen clearly a number of unique strengths of the 
Academy.  I have been impressed with the positive 
relationships’ students have with their tutors and 
teachers, and that teachers have with parents.  I have 
also been incredibly proud of the resilience and creativity 
our students have shown when approaching their home 
learning.  Seven weeks ago, we started our “Bright Spots” 
bulletin, in an attempt to capture some of the exciting 
and wonderful work our students have been completing 
and submitting from home.  Each week we have been 
inundated with work from our teachers and students, and 
one of the most challenging jobs I faced each Friday was 
selecting the small number we could use in our bulletin.  
In this newsletter please enjoy a small sample of some of 

the truly exceptional work our young people have 
undertaken over these recent weeks.  
We say goodbye to a number of staff at the end of 
this term, who are leaving either for retirement or 
promotion.  Colleagues leaving this term are Mr. M 
Spyridakis, Ms A Edwards, Ms H Deans, Dr L Condon 
and Mr A Hutchence.  Whilst we are sad to see these 
colleagues leave, we are excited that they are going 
on to take their next steps.  
We have been grateful for the many supportive 
messages from parents thanking our staff and 
recognizing their achievement and dedication during 
such a difficult time. Your kind words have been 
much appreciated and as always, your feedback is 
very welcome. 
I would like to thank the students, staff and wider 
community for making me feel so welcome since 
June. I wish you all a very restful, and well earned, 
summer break.   
Richard Brand, Headteacher 

School Terms and Holidays 2020 - 2021 



 

 

Aspen Gets Creative at Home 
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Making a stove 
for his den 

Year 9 student Aspen Harris has been getting 
creative at home whilst in lockdown.  

Aspen explained “I needed a stove for my den, 
which I built.  My dad cut a hole in a five gallon 
drum and I drilled the holes in the bottom to let the 
air in.  We used a steel pipe from a No Through road 
sign pole (abandoned) which we re-purposed for the 
chimney.  Now I can make cups of tea.”  

Mrs Turley, Lead Learning Assistant has been in 
contact with Aspen and his family since the 
lockdown in March. Mrs Turley commented “We 
have now become used to speaking on the phone 
every week and I've really enjoyed hearing about 
Aspen’s outdoor creativity! Aspen has been busy 
making all sorts of things in his garden, including a 
den with a fully working stove, a dam for his stream, 
a fish ladder, and a sawdust cannon! He has also 
been helping his Dad make metal parts for a 
motorbike and chainsaw.  Not only has he been busy 
at home but he's also been supporting his 
grandparents during this challenging time.”  

Great work Aspen! 

Year 9 student 
Aspen Harris gets 
creative at home 

during the lockdown 

Making a replacement 
part for his dad’s 
chainsaw 

Learning New Skills 
After watching his family make wooden veg boxes 
for the garden Alfie Smith in Year 8 decided he 
would like to make something of his own.  So with 
some help from his dad, Alfie set about making a 
snack box for his room.  He soon set to work 
drilling, nailing, sanding and staining. The finished 

product looks stunning.   

Alfie has also used his creative 
skills in the kitchen where he 
has been cooking for the 
family using some of the 
school’s tried and tested 
recipes. 

Baking 
Chloe Ervig 
in Year  10 
impressed 
her Food  & 
Hospitality 
teacher Mrs 
Gittins-Jones 
with this 
very tasty 
creation that 
she baked at 
home during 
lockdown. Well done Chloe! 

Lockdown Creativity 

Photos by Donnie Sherwood 

During the May 
half term Year 8 
student and 
budding 
photographer 
Donnie Sherwood 
joined an online 
Photography 
learning course to 
get a better 
understanding 
of his hobby.  
Donnie sent 
some of his 
photos in and 
as you can 
see they show 
great promise.  

Well done!  

Lockdown Life through a Lens 



 

 

Bug hotels, bird baths and toad abodes are just some of the amazing 
creations that our Year 7 and 8 students have built at home during 
lockdown as part of the National Outdoor Classroom Day which 
encourages students to explore the natural world around them and 
link it to their Science studies. Here are some of the amazing things 
that they have made . . .  

Donnie in Year 8 sourced 
some old pieces of wood, 
nailed them together and 
then painted it.  He saved 
old food tins and filled 
them.  Donnie then drilled 
holes into a block of wood.  
The end result looks 
amazing! 

As part of Outdoor Classroom Day 
our students were encouraged to 
take part in the following activities: 
 

How Fast is that Car? 

Estimating and measuring local traffic 
speed 

Solar Kettle 

Harnessing solar energy to heat water 

Oil Beetle National Survey 

Searching for these fascinating but 
threatened beetles 

Ten Ways to Measure a Tree 

Estimating and measuring the height of 
a tree using both complex and simple 
methods of calculation 
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The Dean Academy Outdoor Classroom Day  



 

 

Year 8 student 
Riley James 
elected to build a 
bug hotel for his 
garden to 
increase 
biodiversity in the 
garden 
environment.  His 
hotel has 
different sections 
with a range of 
materials to 
attract different 
insects.  
After a few hours 
out collecting 
materials Riley 
has made his 
outdoor bug 
hotel.  
 
“Great lesson! 
Any excuse to be 
out in the 
sunshine.” 
Riley’s mum 
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Thursday 21st May 2020 

Finlay hard at work in the 
great outdoors 

Ben created 
some 
amazing 
habitats for 
wildlife in 
his garden 

Archie enjoyed the 
outdoor lesson 

Amy’s wildlife project 
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Learning in Lockdown  

Textiles 
As part of the KS3 Design and 
Technology Upcycle Project Aliyah 
Burcher in Year 7 created two items, a 
cropped top and skirt.  Aliyah has 
demonstrated great creativity and fab 
sewing machine skills. Well done!  
Mrs Gittins-Jones 

Tom’s Chicken Project is no Poultry feat 
During the lockdown, Year 
11 student Tom Billingham 
completed a piece of work 
for his ASDAN course 
where he was tasked with 
writing about a project that 
he was involved in.  Tom 
really impressed his 
teacher Ms McCormick with 
a very detailed 
presentation about the 
chickens that he has kept 
and looked after for over 
five years.  The 
presentation included 
detailed information about 
equipment needed to keep 
chickens, the cost of 
keeping chickens and 
information about the 
incubation and life cycle of 
chickens.  

Tom explained how it all 
started “When I was 
younger I was interested in 
birdwatching, me and my 
grandad used to sit and 

he’d tell me the names of the birds that came into his garden. After 
that I became really interested in wildlife. I watched lots of wildlife 
DVDs like Bill Oddie and Springwatch. I asked for a  CCTV camera for 
Christmas so I could find out what animals came into our garden at 
night. I found out that foxes, hedgehogs, rats and mice visited during 
the night.  In the day, with help from our bird feeder, I found out that 
there were chaffinches, crows, robins, long tailed tits, sparrows, and 
lots more.  Then I became interested in chickens.  On Christmas day I 
had a big shock. I opened a big present with a chicken coop and run 
inside. Over the Christmas holidays my dad and I measured the 
ground and built the chicken coop ready for my chickens.  I had to 
wait for my birthday before I had my chickens. I had to promise to 
look after and feed them from then on.  On 10th January 2015 I had 4 
Cream Leg Bar Chickens. Then a 
year later I had three chicks, and 
I later incubated their eggs.  
Keeping chickens is hard work, I 
need to let them out early in the 
morning and be around in the 
evening to put them away. I need 
to make sure that they have food 
and water at all times. I also need 
to make sure that they are safe 
and keep them healthy. As you 
can see my eggs, chicks, chickens 
and cockerel look very healthy so 
I think I am doing a good job.” 

Tom Billingham, Year 11 ASDAN 
student ‘Going for Gold’ 

“The blue ones 
taste really nice” 

Science in the Kitchen 
Abigail Wilson learnt about the science 
of separating mixtures in her kitchen at 
home during lockdown. Abigail used the 
process of chromatography to separate 
the colours in ink mixtures.  “Keeping 

chickens is 
hard work”  



 

 

Libby’s Brilliant Birdhouse Presentation 

Libby Taylor in Year 8 produced an impressive PowerPoint presentation about the construction of a birdhouse that she 
made for the garden during the lockdown.  Her work included a detailed equipment list, helpful tips and clear step by 
step instructions. The whole project was a great opportunity for Libby to develop her STEM skills. 
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Learning in Lockdown  

Archie Thompson in Year 7 built an amazing skinny for a Design and Technology project.  Archie’s teacher 
Mr Winstanley, who is also a keen cyclist, was full of praise for Archie’s construction “It’s awesome, what 
a great idea and such a useful product, I even fancy a go! Well done Archie, great work.” 

If you want to have a go at making the birdhouse here are Libby’s instructions for you: 

1. For the base we got 2 
pieces of wood the same 
length and cut a slot half 
the height in both pieces of 
wood, so the wood will slot 
into the other piece and 
create an X shape that 
would be level. Then we 
screwed the base into the 
post with 5 5x70mm 
screws. 
 
2. After we had created the 
base, we started work on 
the base of the bird house. 
We cut 5 pieces of wood the 
same length and lined them 
up straight. 

Once you finish you should 
get something like this . . . 

We measured the width 
of the post and 
screwed the support 
beams to be a tight fit 
against the post for 
better stability. 
 
3. Then we screwed in 
the support beams. We 
measured and cut 4 
uprights for the roof to 
sit on. We cut our 
uprights at 20cm, but 
you can adjust this to 
your liking. 
 
4. Once we attached 
the cross beams, we 

started making the roof 
of the bird house. We 
started off by cutting 10 
pieces of wood to 28cm 
and then cutting a 45° 
angle at the top of each 
piece of wood. 
 
5. Then we cut the 
angles, we drilled in only 
5 pieces of wood 
opposite to the other 5 
at the top and then we 
screwed them together 
with the angles touching 
to make a 90° angle.  
 
6. After we had made 

Archie’s Amazing Design and Technology Project 

the roof parts, we screwed it 
onto the cross beams to make 
an actual roof. 
 
7. When you are done with the 
roof slot the bird house onto the 
post in the middle.   
 
8. After you’ve slotted the bird 
house on the post and its central 
you screw it onto the post. 



 

 

A group of green-fingered students have 

been busy tidying up the school allotment 

in order to grow a variety of fruit, 

vegetables and herbs. 

Year 7 students Keelie and Lulu have 

particularly enjoyed cultivating the 

allotment, they explained “We all started by 

digging an outline and getting all the grass 

out, then we made a border which we split 

into three different spaces. We are growing 

leeks, strawberries, curry spice, sage, mint, 

peppermint, potatoes, lettuce and runner 

beans. In our greenhouse we are growing 

sweet peppers, chilli peppers, tomatoes 

and cucumbers.”  

Mr Kelley, who has overseen the project 

and runs the school Gardening Club 

commented “The students have really 

enjoyed working on the allotment.  It has 

been a great opportunity for them to get  

outdoors and be active whilst learning new 

skills.  They  will also get to take some of 

the fresh produce home with them.” 
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Growing a love of Gardening 

Lulu and Keelie hard at work 
on the allotment 

Keen gardener 
Georgia  

Mr Webb and Mr Kelley 
join in the hard work 

Shaun in the greenhouse 

Fresh produce 



 

 

Despite the lockdown, the PE Department were keen to 
get the whole school joining in with a Virtual Sports 
Week event.  Each day the department set our students 
some new challenges to get them moving. Staff from 
across the school also joined in the fun and had a go!  
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Shaun in Year 7 
displays his Football 
skills 

SUMMER 2020  

Sports Week 2020: Keeping Active in Lockdown  

Toilet Roll High Jump: How many toilet rolls can 
you jump over? Standing start, two footed take off.  
Burpee Sprint:  Complete as many burpees as 
possible!  Repeat as many times as you can in 30 
seconds. 

Jamie’s 
scores 8LW: 

• Keep Up - 53 

• Toilet roll high 
jump - 9 

• Burpee sprint - 
15 

• Mountain 
climb - 60 

• Standing triple 
jump - 420 cm 

Sibling rivalry:  
Carys 9FP - 29.22 seconds        Ryan 8DC - 46.8 seconds  

Josh 8RL - 24 seconds 
Mr Winstanley demonstrates 
the Plank 

Phoebe’s scores 7PMC: 

• 11 Co-ordination Clap Sprints  

• Held plank for 2 min 4 secs  

• Jumped over 6 toilet rolls (2 
towers of 6) 

Phoebe attempts the 7 high  

3 Ball Juggle: Longest juggle - time stops when a 
ball hits the floor.  
Football Keep Ups: Most consecutive keep up 
touches without the ball hitting the floor. D

A
Y

 1
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Mountain Climber Middle Distance Burner: 
45 seconds - as many mountain climbers as possible!  
Standing Triple Jump: Standing start - One hop, 
one skip, one jump! Measure the distance! Stand on 
one foot hop forwards landing on the same foot, step 
forwards landing on the other foot, jump forwards 
landing on two feet! Measure from the take off to the 
back of the feet at landing! 
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Longest Handstand: Who can hold the longest 
handstand! Time starts when feet leave floor and 
stops when one hits the floor next!  
Longest Plank Hold: Hold the plank for the longest! 
Be strict on your technique, if you drop or raise from 
parallel - times up! 
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Co-ordination Clap Sprint: You will need to be fast 
and coordinated! Hold a ball - throw it in the air - clap 
your hands as many times as you can before you catch 
it again. If you drop the ball the score doesn't count! 
45 seconds Plank to Press: Start on floor in plank 
position (toes and wrist to elbow touching floor), then 
move arms into press up position (toes and hands 
touching floor now with arms straight), then return to 
plank position again - that's 1. As many as you can in 
45 seconds! 
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Fast Feet Sprint: 45 seconds - Two markers on the 
floor - as many side step outs as you can!  
Abs like Ronaldo: Feet in the air, shoulders off the 
floor, reach up with hands and tap your ankles as 
many times as possible in 45 seconds! You can stop 
and start as many times as you like in the 45 seconds 
thankfully! Ronaldo makes it look easy - it isn't! 
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Bottle Flip   
Some of you are well practiced at this already! One 
minute - how many bottle flips (with bottle landing 
stood up) can you do in that time!  
Ball Spin 
Spin a ball on your finger for as long as you can! 
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Aliyah in Year 7 
attempts the Plank 

Mr 
Glynn 
clears 

7 
toilet 
rolls 
 



 

 

Community Support 
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Essential items for 
frontline workers 

Andrew Winstanley, the Director of Art, Design and 
Production put his creative skills to good use during the 
lockdown to make various items of PPE to help and 
support our local frontline workers.  

Andrew explained “At the beginning of lockdown we all 
wondered what we could do to help.  I wanted to do 
something, no matter how small, to support our local 
NHS staff and Health Care workers as this was the right 
thing to do.” Andrew spotted a post on Facebook about 
how NHS staff were bringing their uniforms home in 
plastic bags, which were then thrown away because of 
possible contamination, and there was a request for 
uniform wash bags to be made. Andrew said “My wife 
got the sewing machine out and we both put out a 
request to our schools for fabric. We were amazed at the 
amount of material our staff kindly donated so that we 
could start production.”  Together they produced 60 NHS 
bags which were donated to NHS staff at Gloucestershire 
Royal Hospital Maternity and Children’s Ward, Lydney 
District Nurses and local Health Care workers. 

Andrew then set about making other essential items 
such as face shields and face mask ear extenders using 
The Dean Academy’s 3D printer.  Andrew commented 
“The printer has been running 18 hours a day and so far 
we have made 50 shields which have been distributed 
within our local area.  We have received messages of 
thanks from Health Care workers and nurses, with 
comments of how it has made them feel valued and 

supported.  It shows how 
small acts of generosity are 
so important in these 
challenging times. We are 
all in this together and we 
must all do whatever we 
can to help each other, no 
matter how small or 
insignificant it may seem. It 
gives some form of purpose 
and shared action to help 
others, especially those 
risking so much.” 

Helping our Frontline Heroes Foodbank Collections 
Staff at The Dean Academy have generously donated 
various essential household items to help support 
members of the local community who are facing 
financial struggles during lockdown.   

Deputy Head Mrs Emily Smith, realised that local 
foodbanks were struggling and called on members of 
staff at the academy to donate any items that they 
could to support the community. Items such as rice, 
pasta, tinned goods, cereals and sanitary products 
have been collected ready to go out to local families.  
Emily commented “I've been hugely impressed at the 
willingness of the school community to support each 
other during these financially difficult times. Once it 
became apparent that there was a gap in the 
provision available for our families in need of short 
term support, we decided a grassroots response was 
needed. Members of our community have been able 
to access food, toiletries and sanitary items and that 
which is not used over the next few weeks and 
months will be donated to the local foodbank 
resources in Lydney." 

Supporting our local community 



 

 

Jack’s Community Support 
Caring Year 10 student Jack Keith has been very 
thoughtful during the lockdown.  He has been 
supporting an elderly neighbour by helping to deliver 
shopping and just before half term he delivered a hand-
made birthday card as it was her birthday!  
Miss H Deans 

Student Support 

SUMMER 2020  
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Learning from home  

Science Kits for Young Learners  
The Science Faculty at The Dean Academy put 
together some ‘home Science kits’ for staff with 
young children so that they could get stuck into 
some fun experimenting at home during the 
lockdown.  
The kits included a range of equipment and a ‘user 
guide’ with some ideas and links to websites that 
would help them on their way.  Suggested 
experiments included: 

• separating methods using filter paper and 
funnel 

• practising measuring skills with a range of 
different measuring cylinders with different 
volume capacities 

• universal indicator paper for testing pH 

• testing whether objects were magnetic or not 
using bar magnets  . . .  and a whole lot more!  

Director of Science Mrs Hannah Rowlands said “The 
kits have been so successful that as lockdown has 
continued more staff have asked for them and we 
even donated some to a local primary school. It has 
been really lovely to hear back from colleagues about 
how much fun their children have had using them.” 

SSC Awards 
A big congratulations to those nominated by Director of 
Faculties for an SSC award. The following students have 
been nominated for showing excellence and going the 
extra mile while we all work from home during 
lockdown. Make sure you pop into SSC when we’re back 
to collect a reward. 

Ryan C Y9 
Kallie H Y10 
Ben T Y10 
Georgia G Y10 

Art Design and Production  

Alfie R Y10 
Robin C Y10 
Oliver B Y10 

English 

Alexander H Y8 
Alex H-W Y8 
Cameron R Y8 
Katie S Y8 

Tristan W Y9 
Matthew L Y9 
Erin H Y9 

Wellbeing 
Although we’re not physically here in SSC we are still 
here to listen and help when you need it.  
Please make sure you pop on ClassCharts and let us 
know how you’re feeling or drop us an email. We check 
everyday and are in touch regularly with those who 
need it. Please make sure you’re finding a good balance 
of work and play, it’s important for your mental health.  
Take care, see you soon.  
SSC Team 

MFL 
Abigail W Y7 
Amy B Y7 
Phoebe B Y7 
Dalziel D Y7 
Holly R Y7 
Alyssa M Y7 
Callum R Y8 
Esme Y8 
Carys J Y9 

Declan T Y9 
Todd G Y9 
Kacey T Y9 
Josh B Y10 
Luke B Y10 
Dan M Y10 
Daisy Lou F Y10 
Ellie H Y10 
James R Y10 

Seb L-R Y7 
Maisie W Y7 
Shaun W Y7 
Cody A Y7 
Daniel H Y8 
Jamie L Y8 

Maths 
Ryan B Y9 
Mikolaj W Y9 
Phoebe S Y10 
Sam S Y10 
Josh S Y10 

Science 

Phoebe B Y7 
Alex H Y8 
Will T Y8 
Matthew L Y9 
Adam H Y9 
Erin H Y9 
Bethany H Y9 

James R Y10 
Connor T Y10 
Declan R Y10 
Brandon M Y10 
Cerys M Y10  
Mackenzie V Y10 
Oliver B Y10 



 

 

World Book Day  - Thursday 5
th

 March 2020 
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As usual, there was lots going on at 
The Dean Academy for World Book 
Day this year. 
Mr Phil McNeill who organised the 
event commented “Staff and students 
have been embracing their love of 
literature for World Book Day, with a 
number of staff dressing up as their 
favourite book characters, and 
students manically trying to guess the 
costumes, as well as embarking on a 
Where's Wally scavenger hunt around 
the school site. Literacy is so 
important for young people, as it 
empowers them to succeed in any 
subject, any profession - but World 
Book Day is about more than that: 
it's about celebrating a love of 
reading, which in today's society filled 
with screens and phones is 
increasingly important.” 

The Science Faculty came dressed as Oompa Loompas and the 
Director of Faculty as Willy Wonka 

World Book Day at The Dean Academy 
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It was all about survival in the 
Maths Faculty with characters 
from The Hunger Games and 
Day After Tomorrow 

English Teachers: Miss White came dressed as Dracula, Miss Edwards as 
Miss Trunchbull, Mr McNeill as d’Artagnan and Ms Paton as Prospero 

Mr 
Palmer 
in SSC 
dressed 
up as 
Forest 
Gump 

World Affairs are The Old 
Man and the Sea, Tris from 
Divergent and Fantastic Mr 
Fox 



 

 

British Science Week at The Dean Academy 

SUMMER 2020  

At the beginning of March, before the lockdown, our Year 
7 and 8 students celebrated the amazing diversity of the 
planet as part of British Science Week when they 
attended various fun and educational lunchtime activities 
which were held in the Science Department. 
This year, the theme for the event was ‘Our Diverse 
Planet’ which gave students the opportunity to 
experiment with fingerprinting, camouflage techniques 
and constructing hovercrafts. They also learnt about the 
use of insects as an option for food in the future, some 
were brave enough to sample the meal worms, locusts 
and crickets that were offered as healthy, nutritional 
snacks.    
Mr Darren Webb, the Assistant Director of Science, who 

Super Tasters 

Super tasters: Alysha, Holly, Louis and Dalziel 
test for taste buds with Mrs Rowlands 
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Learning about camouflage with Mr Kelley 

Camouflage 

Hovercrafts 

Making hovercrafts with Mr Child 

organised the week’s events commented “The activities 
encouraged our students to think about everyday 
discoveries and how they affect their lives by exploring 
Science in the world around them.” 
Year 7 student Alysha Minchington attended all the 
sessions and especially enjoyed tasting the food of the 
future, she commented “I have found the activities this 
week really inspiring.  It’s a good way for people to learn 
about what’s going to happen in the future and right 
now.” 
Students were also invited to enter a British Science 
Week poster competition that celebrates ‘Our Diverse 
Planet’. 
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Science Faculty - Fame Lab Academy UK 
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Our Year 9 students took part in the FameLab Academy 
competition this term.    
The competition is a schools initiative which seeks to 
revolutionise Science communication and inspire students to 
become scientists, technologists, engineers and 
mathematicians. 
Students were tasked with preparing a three minute 
presentation to explain a scientific topic of their choice in a 
dynamic and engaging way to a panel of judges who were  
scoring on content, clarity and charisma.  
Director of Science Mrs Hannah Rowlands commented “I was 
so blown away by the quality of the presentations – not only in 
terms of the Science content and fascinating topics but also 
with the confident, articulate and humorous manner with 

Tommy’s 
presentation was 
about the secret 
power of advertising 
and how advertisers 
use colour for a 
variety of purposes.   
The judging panel 
found his 
presentation 
fascinating. 

Isobelle’s 
presentation was 
about the issues of 
oil and its impact on 
the environment.  
The judging panel 
thought that it was a 
good choice of topic 
and could see that 
Isobelle was 
passionate about the 
subject. 

On the judging panel were: Karen Wade the Customer Relationships Manager at Lockheed Martin and STEM mentor, Dr Elspeth Kenny an Education Manager 
for Cheltenham Science Festival and organiser of FameLab and FameLab Academy and Mrs Rebecca Ryan, our new Science Technician 

Ashton’s presentation 
was called ‘How to 
Make a Million’ and 
was  about 
photosynthesis and 
the supply of oxygen.  
Ashton brought in his 
terrarium to 
demonstrate the 
process. 
The judging panel 
were curious about the 
topic and said that he 
explained himself 
clearly in an 
interesting and 
entertaining way. 

which our students presented.  
They had taken on board all of the guidance we had 
given them during the workshops, both in lesson 
time and with their STEM mentor, Scott Williams 
who is a local Mechanical Engineer, and this really 
showed in the finals.  
They gave the judges a REALLY difficult job in 
narrowing it down to 2 runners-up and 1 winner.  All 
of those who presented should be incredibly proud 
of themselves – I know I am super proud of them. 
We are looking forward to cheering on our winner 
Tommy, who will now go through to the finals and 
hopefully bring the FameLab Academy trophy back 
to The Dean Academy!” 
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Safer Internet Day at The Dean Academy 
Earlier in the year students at The Dean Academy learnt how to safely and 
positively express themselves online as part of the national ‘Safer Internet 
Day’ campaign that helps to raise awareness of online issues such as 
cyberbullying and social networking.  

The Computing Department took part in the initiative run by the UK Safer 
Internet Centre who aim to educate children and young people across the 
UK about using technology responsibly, respectfully and creatively.  The 
school marked the day with a special assembly and Computing lessons 
which were based around internet safety, there was also a tutor challenge 
quiz about staying safe online.  

Mr Martin Warren, the Computing teacher who co-ordinated the events at 
the school commented “This year’s theme for the Safer Internet Day was 
‘Free to Be’ which is invaluable to us as a school as it helps us to engage 
and educate our students on how, and why to be safe online.  It also ties 
in very well with our students and their ability to express themselves in 
whichever way they would like, but always coming back to the 
understanding of staying safe online.”  
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Congratulations to Roan Hodson-Walker 
in Year 8 for passing his Grade 1 Drum 
exam with Merit!  Mrs K Rodway 

 
Student comments: 

“It helped me learn to think before I 
post online”  

Meghan in Year 8 
 

“It has helped me understand what 
to keep private and what can 

happen if you don’t.”  
Bizzy in Year 8 

Bath Half Marathon  
Computing teacher Mr Martin Warren recently set himself the 
challenge to run the Bath Half Marathon to raise money for Prostate 
Cancer UK.  Martin completed the run on Sunday 15th March and in 
doing so has raised over £500 for the charity. 

Mr Warren explained why he set himself the challenge “I wanted to 
run the Bath Half Marathon for Prostate Cancer UK as my cousin was 
diagnosed with it.  New nationwide data shows that the number of 
men dying from prostate cancer in the UK has 
exceeded 12,000 in one year, 
so for me, it was about 
raising awareness of this 
issue amongst my friends, 
family and colleagues.  For 
men, prostate cancer is a 
silent killer as it’s not 
something many would go to 
the local GP about. Men in 
lots of cases shy away from 
these kinds of issues until it’s 
too late. Prostate cancer is 
the most common cancer in 
men and in the UK 129 men 
get diagnosed with it every 
day and every 45 minutes 
one man will die from it in the 
UK.  These numbers say a lot 
and are the overriding reason 
as to why I opted to run for that charity.” 

Drum Exam Success  

S
ch

o
o
l L

ife
 B

e
fo

re
 L

o
ck

d
o
w

n
 



 

 

School Community 

SUMMER 2020  Page 16 

Building a Community of Allies 
As part of our work to build an inclusive and 
welcoming community at The Dean Academy, 
students who have been trained to be 
Restorative Practice Ambassadors were keen to 
challenge homophobic, transphobic and sexist 
language. 

Earlier in the year, they worked as a group to 
create a ‘Community of Allies’ and helped staff 
to develop a two week tutor programme aimed 
at educating students on the diversity within 
the LGBTQ+ community and on the impact of 
hate language on a community. This culminated 
in the creation of ‘The Community of Allies 
Pledge’ where students created a rainbow of 
handprint signatures promising to be an ally in 
the future.  

Erin Hewitt, Emma Kear and Kacey Taylor who 
organised the display commented  “A lot of our 
friends are in the LGBTQ+ community and we 
wanted to do something to make them feel safe 
and show that they have support from students 
around the school.  We felt that it was a great 
way to combat homophobia with positivity.” 

Deputy Head, Mrs Emily Smith explained “Being 
an ally is about being an active friend and 
providing support. As a school, we want to live 
in a world where people are accepted without 
exception, and we all need to be part of the 
solution. I’m so proud of our students for 
continuing to push this within school and I look 
forward to seeing its impact over the next few 
months.”  

Future plans include raising awareness of equal 
rights through school events and the School 
Council and also working with Stonewall, the 
national charity who are championing equal 
rights for everyone. 

All the colours of the rainbow 

Combatting homophobia with 
positivity 
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