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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we rapidly approach the end of term I wanted to share with you some of the great things that have been 
happening both at the Academy/at home but also give you some important messages as we gather speed towards a 
re-opening next academic year. 
 

1) Full re-opening in September – I know most of you will have seen that news of school re-openings from 

September have been fairly prominent in the press this week.  All of our teachers and staff at the Academy 

are delighted to now be able to plan for a full return, for all students, from September.  School leaders 

received yesterday a 40 page guidance document from the Department for Education covering 

arrangements for a safe re-opening.  Please be reassured that we are working behind the scenes, to rapidly 

digest this guidance, and to plan a safe full return to school and we will share this with you when we have 

firm plans.  

2) Celebration of our student work – this week particularly I have been worried by hearing and reading so 

much unhelpful rhetoric about the impact of this virus on our children, with one leader talking of the “Lost 

Generation”.  Whilst the situation is clearly challenging, I think we need to reject these careless and 

damaging ideas as they serve only to make young people worry and think things are far worse than they are.  

So many of our young people have responded with hard work, determination and resilience and many will 

have learned a range of new skills since schools closed.  We must be careful to acknowledge this hard work.  

Please enjoy this week’s “Bright Spots” bulletin which illustrate only a tiny proportion of the great work our 

students are producing. 

3) Online Lessons – As you’ll probably be aware, on Monday we launched a trial of online lessons.  Using 

Microsoft Teams, across 9 subjects and all year groups, over 200 students have logged on and experienced 

their first live, online lesson.  I am confident that we are building a robust position should we be required to 

continue with any form of remote learning.  Despite inevitable snags, and log-on issues, the overwhelming 

feeling from our students and staff is that this trial has started positively.  I was so pleased to see our 

children engaging with their teachers, asking questions and making progress.  If your child has not yet 

accessed an online lesson please encourage them to do so.  Further, if you are experiencing any technical 

issues stopping you from accessing your online lesson please contact Declan Mooney, Deputy Headteacher 

on Declan.Mooney@thedeanacademy.org. Finally, please continue to bear with us if you are experiencing 

any technical issues, as we know it is not perfect, yet!   

 

4) 1:1 Interviews – In addition, from Monday, tutors held the first wave of our arranged meetings with our 

356 students in year 7-9 and their parents to talk through how things have been going whilst learning from 

home.  Parents have told us they found the experience of talking to someone at school positive, and our 

tutors have talked about how nice it’s been to see students talking about the resilience and new skills they 

have developed during lockdown.  These meetings continue next week.  If you have a meeting coming up 

which you are unable to attend please get in contact to rearrange via info@thedeanacademy.org.   
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5) Community – Please be reminded that the Free School Meals voucher scheme will continue to run over the 

six week period of the summer.  These vouchers can be requested via Mr Mooney should you be eligible. 

Please also contact him if you believe that your situation has changed and you may now qualify for this 

support. In addition, the school’s Food Bank continues to run and we hope to welcome as many families as 

possible to access this before the summer break. If you feel this support would help your family situation, 

please contact Emily Smith on Emily.Smith@thedeanacademy.org  

Yours sincerely 

 
Richard Brand 
Headteacher  
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