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Update from the Head of School 

John William Stanley 1930 - 2019 

We would like to remember a dear friend 
and colleague who passed away in May 
this year following a short illness. 
John Stanley worked at the school for 
more than 45 years.   
During his time at the school John 
worked as a teacher of Science and 
more recently he worked as a Careers 
Co-ordinator helping to steer countless 
students onto a successful careers path.  
He showed incredible commitment to the 
school and cared about every student, 
always putting them first.   
John was such an integral member of 
the school community that a few years 
ago a college at the school  was named 
in his honour. 
Mr Dave Child worked alongside John as 
Head of Careers for three years and 
remembers John’s quiet determination to 
provide every student with an 
opportunity to explore as many career 
opportunities as possible before 
embarking onto their chosen path. “He 
will be sadly missed but fondly 
remembered.” 

Follow us on Twitter @TheDeanAcademy 

The Dean Academy are hoping to raise lots of money for two very special 
charities after the whole school embarked on a 12km ‘Walk in the Woods’.   
The walk was in memory of former student Callum Paskin and teacher Mark 
Thompson.  The money raised from the event will go to St. David’s Hospice who 
provided care and support to Mark and his family during his illness and to 
Epilepsy Action who offer advice and support for people with epilepsy. 
Teacher Mr Ben Grant was keen to re-instate the sponsored walk after a 10-year 
break, he explained “Traditions are such an important part of a school 
community, so it is great to be able to bring the event back.  We are proud to be 
raising money to support two charities that are very close to the heart of our 
school.  After losing two members of our community it is great to be able to 
honour their memory.  It will also give our students the chance to enjoy the end 
of the school year whilst completing a personal challenge and enjoying our 
beautiful forest.” 

To sum up this year is very 
difficult, so much has 
happened, and like every 
school year, it has absolutely 
flown by. This has been a 
year of success for our 
students in the classroom. 
Last summer the students 
achieved some fantastic 
results in their summer 
exams, with the attainment 
achieved in English, Maths, 
Science and a number of 
other areas continuing to 
rise. Our Year 7s who joined 
us in September have made 
a fantastic start to their time 
at the school, and we know 
they will go from strength to 
strength. Beyond the 
classroom there are so many 

events and successes that our students have been part of this 
year, many of which are mentioned in this newsletter. 
I would like to wish our Year 11s farewell as they take on new 
challenges. The Year 11 Prom was a lovely evening of 
celebration and the students looked extremely glamorous. I 

look forward to seeing many of them on their 
results day in August. 
We have some staff moving on at the end of this 
academic year – I would like to thank them all for 
everything they have done and wish them all the 
best for the future. A special mention should go 
to Claire Morgan, who has worked at the school 
for 26 years in a variety of roles and is retiring 
this summer. I wish Claire and all other staff 
leaving us all the very best for the future.  
We have sadly lost 2 members of staff who 
passed away earlier this year. Mark Thompson 
had an incredible impact at the school as a 
teacher of PE, Geography and as a Head of Year, 
and had worked at the school for some 14 years. 
John Stanley’s service to our school is utterly 
astonishing, spanning over 45 years and taking 
on many guises. What is most incredible is that 
despite turning 89 earlier this year, John 
continued to work at The Dean Academy until the 
end of last year. 
I would like to thank all parents, carers and the 
wider school community for your continued 
support. Term starts again for students on 
Tuesday 3rd September. I wish you all a restful 
and enjoyable summer. Tom Beveridge 

A Walk in the Woods  
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Presentation Evening 

A celebration of the achievements and 
successes of students at The Dean Academy 
was enjoyed by family, friends and 
members of the local community as they 
gathered at St Mary’s Church in Lydney for 
their annual Presentation Evening.  
Headteacher Tom Beveridge explained 
“Presentation Evening is the most important 
night of the year for us as a school.  It is a 
chance to celebrate the incredible and 
diverse talents of our very deserving 
students who are role models for others, 
they should all be very proud of their 
achievements.” 
The evening saw the presentation of a 
brand-new award which was created in 
honour of teacher Mark Thompson who 
passed away earlier this year following a 
long battle with illness.  Mark’s wife, Laura 
Thompson, presented the award to year 7 
student Jay Brice for demonstrating 
commitment, energy and enthusiasm across 
all sports within the school, qualities which 
reflected Mark’s work in the PE Department. 
The recipient of the Young at Heart Award 
was year 8 student Jessica Geelhoed for her 
excellent attitude and approach to PE, and 
for setting a great example in lessons with 
her enthusiasm and positivity.  Year 10 
student Emily McCoy was presented with 
the Lydney Community Award by Lydney 
Mayor Cllr Brian Pearman for her charity 
work which demonstrated compassion, 
sensitivity and initiative.   
Riley Evans received the Lydney Rugby Club 
Special Award which was presented by 
Alastair Wilson and Nicholas Miller.  Tristan 
Nutting received the Verderer Cup on behalf 
of the Sea Cadets which was presented by 
PO Amy Stewart. 
Guest speaker Andy Lewis MBE presented 
the Faculty Awards and spoke about how 
proud he was to live in the Forest of Dean, 
commenting “As a local resident and former 
student of the school it has been a real 
honour to be asked to present these 
awards.  Staff have put in their time and 
effort so that students can achieve the best 
they can, and it has been quite emotional to 
see them coming up to get their awards. In 
life, it is important that we embrace every 
opportunity we get, we might not always 
succeed, there are always ups and downs, 
but it is the strength that we find at our 
lowest point which makes us who we are. I 
have recently spent some time at The Dean 
Academy working with year 10 students to 
raise aspirations, as part of a new initiative 
that the school have taken on board, and it 
has been great to see their confidence grow. 
Walking around the school has made me 
feel really proud to be a part of it.”   

Community Award:  Emily 
McCoy with her trophy 

The Dean Academy Special Award was 
presented to Holly Davis, Oliver Shattock 
and Michael Richards by the Chair of 
Governors Janine Fox  

Lydney Mayor Cllr Brian Pearman with 
Jay Brice, the first recipient of the Mark 
Thompson Award presented by Mark’s 
wife Laura Thompson 

The Young at Heart Award was presented 
to Jessica Geelhoed by Daphne Rhodes  

Musical interludes were provided by 
Kai Powell and Georgia Watson 
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The Shield Project is the first introduction to the world 
of resistant materials within Design Technology for our 
year 7 students.   
They are asked to design a shield that celebrates 
someone’s achievement, this could be for a friend or 
family member. Once they have finished their design 
they then get to work with a range of different 
materials including pine, MDF and plastic to make their 

Year 7 Shield Making 

Engineering for the Future 
It has been another successful year at 
The Dean Academy for the Art, Design 
and Production Faculty with 13 of our 
students gaining apprenticeships in 
Engineering, Construction and Hair and 
Beauty. 
The apprenticeships have been gained 
from a range of multi-million pound and 
multi-national companies such as Rolls 
Royce, Safran  Bugatti Dowty and 
Dowty Propellers to local, well-
established and highly recommended 
companies such as Grail Engineering, 
Leisure Pods and AAD Plumbing.  
Year 11 student Marcello Slee 
commented “I am extremely pleased 
and proud of all my hard work finally 
paying off by getting a highly sought-
after apprenticeship from Rolls Royce, 

the process was tough but well 
worth it.” 
This is the second year our students 
have successfully  gained 
apprenticeships with Rolls Royce.  
Last year three students gained 
places at Rolls Royce and the trend 
has continued this year with two 
students achieving apprenticeships. 
Beth Willetts was delighted to be 
offered a position with Safran 
Bugatti Dowty. Beth said she is 
looking forward to the challenges 
and the advances in technology but 
is both nervous and excited about 
starting.  
Rolls Royce and Safran have a 
multiple stage selection process  
which have approximately 15,000 

applications for 36 
apprenticeships.  
Engineering teacher, Miss 
Westgate commented that this 
year has seen an unprecedented 
amount of engineering 
apprenticeships being accepted 
with some amazing companies.  
All the students have worked 
hard working throughout the last 
two years so the apprenticeships 
are well deserved. 
We are all extremely proud of our 
students who have found a 
career path that they are 
passionate about which will allow 
them to learn further and fulfil 
their potential whilst supporting 
the local community. 
Mr A Winstanley 

Bright future: Liam Yarworth, Marcello Slee, Beth Willetts, Chelsea Foot, Cody Amand, George Green, 
Kai James, Connor Price, Lily Walker, Ria Truman, Tristan Nutting, Jamie Laszlo and Jacob Gwynne 

shield.  Using the appropriate 
hand tools and machines our 
students learn new skills and 
techniques to safely produce 
their own personal products.   
They have done a great job! 
Mr A Winstanley 

Art, Design and Production Faculty 
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Printing Workshop 
On Monday 15th July a group of our year 
10 Fine Art students visited Dene Magna 
for a special print making workshop.  
The workshop leaders were professional 
print makers from the Printhaus in Cardiff.  
Our students learnt all about the process 
of screen printing and they had the 
chance to create a number of fantastic 
one-off prints.   
Mrs K Charles 

Product Design 
Our year 11 Product Design 
students have worked incredibly 
hard over the past 18 months 
designing, creating, and making 
unique products to a set 
contextual challenge for their 
GCSE qualification. 
All students have worked 
successfully with pride, resilience 
and persistence to make sure 
that their products obtained the 
best possible outcome with 
interesting, functional and fun 
results. They have studied 
various concepts over their two-
year course ranging from timber 
joint, to primary and secondary 
research, 3D modelling and 
refining. Students have gained an 
understanding and knowledge of 
the design process to include 
analysis and sustainability issues 
that surround establishing a 
product suitable for the 21st 
Century.  
Our students have taken on all 
these challenges with a positive 
attitude, which has enabled them 
to succeed in clear 
understandings of product design 
and a deeper knowledge of the 

subject. They have continually 
challenged themselves with the 
concepts and materials 
presented to them.  
One student commented that 
the design process was 
complicated but was glad that 
she had opted for the subject as 
it has made her understand the 
process which she hopes will 
help her when she embarks on 
her apprenticeship with Safran 
Bugatti Dowty.  
Another student who is pursuing 
a sporting career said that 
Product Design was worth all the 
hard work as Miss Westgate 
made the subject fun, relatable 
and enjoyable. 
I am very proud of all the 
students in the first year of this 
new qualification at The Dean 
Academy.  The work has been 
enjoyable, successful and 
thoroughly worthwhile as the 
students achieved beyond our 
expectations.  
Their work was on show for all 
to enjoy at a special exhibition 
that was held on Tuesday 25th 
June.  Ms K Westgate 



 

 

Fine Art Exhibition 

Aspiring artists proudly put their 
work on display at our annual Art 
Exhibition this term when family 
and friends of the talented GCSE 
Fine Art students were invited to 
the school to view their colourful 
creations. 

Mrs Kate Charles, who organised 
the event commented "Our 
students have produced some 
really beautiful and striking work, 
they have worked incredibly hard 
over the last couple of years and 

have expressed their ideas in 
a great variety of styles 
which is lovely to see.  The 
exhibition is a great 
opportunity for students to 
show off their work and we 
have received lots of positive 
feedback from parents and 
members of the public who 
were really impressed with 
the standard of work on 
display. I wish them all the 
very best of luck for the 
future.”   

The event was also attended 
by Lydney Mayor Cllr Brian 
Pearman who was impressed 
by the interesting range of 
artistic styles on display.   
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Book Club 
Reviews 

Tommy, Sabrina and Ella meet 
the author Marcus Sedgewick 

Book Club Trip to the Hay Festival 
As we approached The Hay 
Festival through the beautiful and 
picturesque Herefordshire 
countryside, we had no idea what 
to expect. In my mind, I could see 
books lining the streets and coffee-
breathed, elbow-patched authors 
with yellowing, nicotine-stained 
fingers on every street corner 
trying desperately to flog their 
wares to hordes of unsuspecting, 
terrified students. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. We had an 
amazing time! 
The first author we saw was 
comedian David Baddiel who spent 
most of his time interacting with 
the crowd asking which random 
celebrity couple they would swap 
their parents for. This was the 
theme of his novel The Parent 
Agency. One kid chose Brian Cox 
for his dad and Nicki Minaj for his 
mum. Much hilarity ensued. 
Next, we saw poet and performer 
extraordinaire Michael Rosen. The 
crowd of young people went wild, 
literally! It was like watching 
Beatlemania reborn as Rosenmania 
– an extraordinary performance 
that had to be seen to be believed. 
  
Finally, we saw the exceptionally 
cool and cerebral author Marcus 
Sedgewick explaining the gothic 
horror genre in fine detail, and 
exploring the birth of horror 
legends such as Frankenstein and 
Dracula. You could hear a pin drop 
– the students were hanging on his 
every word!  
I have to thank Miss Pitt for her 
incredible country lane navigational 
skills and The Dean Academy Book 
Club students for their impeccable 
behaviour and keen enthusiasm.  
Mr J Randall 

Our Book Club members are 
currently reading . . .  
 
Micah Evans is currently 
reading ‘The Darkest Minds’ 
by Alexandra Bracken.  
 
Josh Jebb is currently 
reading ‘The Dog That 
Saved The World’ by Ross 
Welford. In this comedy 
book, a dog gets stuck in 
virtual reality. The dog 
owner realises that the dog 
is the only creature that can 
save the planet.  
 
Harry Turner is currently 
reading ‘Five Nights At 
Freddies: The Trusted 
Ones’. It is a horror and I 
recommend it because it 
has some really gruesome 
death scenes in it.  
 
Tommy Davey is 
currently reading ‘A Skinful 
of Shadows’ by Frances 
Hardinge. This book is a 
great read. It’s a book that 
revisits historical events in 
the civil war, intertwined 
with mystery and the 
supernatural. 
 
Simeon Evans is 
currently reading ‘Demon 
Dentist’ by David Walliams. 
This book is a brilliant book. 
If you are squeamish, be 
warned as it has some 
gruesome parts in it, but 
overall it’s a hilarious read. 

Here’s what they had to say about 
the trip:  

 

Tommy Davey  
I would really recommend going to The Hay 
Festival. It’s great for anyone who loves books. 
The Hay Festival is full to the brim with places 
to read, books to buy and authors to listen to. 
If you want to buy a book, you can. There are 
hundreds of great books to choose from. Want 
to read the book you’ve just bought? You can! 
In the reading corner you can read any book 
you want. Do you want to speak to a famous 
author? You can! Multiple authors are 
delivering talks that really grab your interest. 
Overall, I really recommend going.   
Ella Lewis 
The Hay Festival was an amazing experience 
where I learnt the story behind some 
interesting novels. There was so much to do in 
so little time. I hope we can do the same thing 
next year – even if I don’t go with school I will 
be going for a weekend! 
Simeon Evans  
I really enjoyed The Hay Festival. If you like 
getting photos or autographs with some of 
your favourite authors, then this is the place 
for you. The book shop, however, is incredible! 
Micah Evans 
The Hay Festival was absolutely brilliant! If you 
like reading, then you have to come with us 
next year! 
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Poet, storywriter and performer Jonny Seagrave has 
been visiting a group of students over the last two 
terms to enthuse them about creative writing and to 
help them discover their inner writer whilst learning 
more about themselves in the process. 
The sessions were arranged through the literacy 
charity First Story.  Jonny explained “Throughout the 
sessions students find out what they enjoy writing the 
most and discover that their lives and who they are is 
a valuable source of material for creative writing.  It is 
a journey to explore themselves and put their 
thoughts, stories and poems onto paper.” 
Ms Jess Tickell, the Programme Manager for the 
charity added “Our mission is to change lives through 
writing, we do this by placing writers into long term 
residencies within schools.  The workshops provide 
space for young people who might otherwise be 
reluctant about writing to discover the pleasure in it as 
they get to experiment and play with words. Our hope 
is that this will start the children on a journey to 
discover that writing exists beyond the classroom and 
can be an empowering experience.” 

Tommy Davey a student 
in year 8 who attended 
the sessions said “First 
Story was a great 
experience, it was an 
amazing place to share 
ideas and grow them.  
We were shown that 
writing can be more 
personal and imaginative 
than we ever thought.  
Some great work came 
out of it.” 
Ms Westgate commented 
“Our students have really 
enjoyed the sessions; it 
has been a great 
opportunity for them.  A 
selection of the work that 
they have produced over 
the 8 weeks will be published in a book that will be 
launched in September, they have already decided on its 
title and a copy of the book will be kept forever in the 
British Library, which is an amazing achievement.” 

Jonny Seagrave enthuses 
students to write creatively The First Story is Your Story 
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CyberPi Equipment Donation  
computer to teach a mixture of STEM and Cyber 
Security concepts using practical and programming 
skills. All hardware is contained within a ruggedized case 
with access to a dedicated website that provides step by 
step instructions and video guides for teachers and 
students.  
Each immersive project allows students, and teachers, 
to receive a greater understanding and experience of 
cyber security, coding, programming and assembling 
fully functional projects. The website also features a 
student designed projects page to enable students the 
opportunity to build on the skills they have acquired to 
design and develop their own projects and ideas.  
As a school we have already been on Trips to CSA and 
to their Cyberdea™ Zone where they provide a safe and 
friendly training environment to encourage cyber 
security education through collaboration and teamwork.  
Cyberdea™ provides a cyber working environment that 
can host up to 24 students to participate in facilitated 
CyberPi Project workshops, Cyber Offensive training 
sessions or Cyber Defensive training sessions. 
Cyberdea™ offers the opportunity for students to be 
exposed to cyber technologies 
and principles that would not 
normally be available within 
their own educational 
environment. 
CSA has committed to develop 
and implement ambitious 
cyber projects and vocational 
courses to educate, inspire 
and enthuse students.  Mr M Warren 

Madeline Howard with Headteacher Tom 
Beveridge and Martin Warren 

Madeline Howard from Cyber Security Associates (CSA) 
paid a visit to the school earlier this term to donate 
some CyberPi packages to the school as part of the 
National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) project.  
The project trials new concepts to get more students to 
take up Computer Science, especially females, and to 
push Cyber Security concepts into schools.  The project 
is also funded by the Department for Digital Culture 
Media and Sport (DCMS) who work with schools 
providing support, guidance, engagement with industry 
and funding of equipment. 
The Dean Academy is of special interest to the NCSC as 
we are looking to restart Computer Science and run 
clubs to help us do this. They have generously funded us 
£10,000 worth of equipment of our choosing to improve 
activities and interest in our clubs.   
The CSA CyberPi Project capability uses the RaspberryPi 

PE Department 

Trip to Porto FC 
The Dean Academy took 50 students on a football 
development tour to Porto FC, Portugal. This year we 
were really pleased to be able to take 3 boys squads 
and for the first time, a girls football squad. With the 
Women’s World Cup taking place this summer, it was a 
great chance for female students to see what can be 
achieved within the sport. The students and staff were 
not left disappointed, in what turned out to be a highly 
successful trip which had the wow factor! 

The trip included, specialist training 
sessions with FC Porto coaches, touring 
the Estádio do Dragão stadium and 
watching FC Braga play at their incredible 
Municipal Stadium, which had been built into an old 
quarry. The tour was an incredible experience and has 
left both staff and students with the most amazing 
memories, a trip the students will surely never forget for 
the rest of their lives! Mr A Stradling 

Free Cyber Security Course 
Below is a link to an online free cyber security course for parents that The Dean Academy have access to through 
being part of the Cyber Schools Hub: 
  

 https://cyberschoolshub.nimble-elearning.com/cyber-security-for-parents  
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Enthuse Primary Schools about Science Primary School  
Engagement 
Aylburton Primary School 
visited our Science Faculty 
recently to make use of our 
new primary school Science 
Laboratory.   
Mr Phillips from Aylburton 
Primary  brought their year 
5/6 pupils to the school to 
make use of our specialist 
equipment to investigate light 
in a session that was 
facilitated by Science Teacher 
Mr Webb.  
Mr Phillips commented “The 
children enjoyed it and most 
importantly learned so much.  
The resources that The Dean 
Academy are able to provide 
have greatly enhanced their 
learning experience.” 
It is hoped that this 
relationship will continue to 
grow and expand next year. 
Mr D Webb 

In the workshop they asked if one of us 
wanted to 
model what 
they have to 
wear (see 
photo)!  It 
looked really 
strange as she 
had to wear a 
full fabric body 
suit, gloves, 
glasses, mouth 
mask and bags 
over her shoes, 
they looked like 
carrier bags! 
We then went 
outside to look 
at a crime scene 
and collect 
evidence to solve 
the case.  We then 
went back to the 
Science Labs to 
work out who the 
murderer was. 
Tianna and 
Loretta, Year 9 

CSI: The Dean Academy 
On Tuesday 16th July, year 9 students were 
treated to a special CSI day delivered by ‘The 
Detective Project’ as part of the GROWS 
initiative from The University of 
Gloucestershire. The Science block became 
the crime scene and students, donned in their 
PPE suits to prevent any contamination of the 
crime scene, were tasked with identifying and 
collecting the various types of evidence. They 
learned how to test a crime scene for 
fingerprints, powders, inks and fabrics as well 
as a whole host of other evidence types. The 
sessions also included some analysis of the 
evidence, such as identifying the different 
types of fingerprints and carrying out 
chromatography on various pens. Full of 
enthusiasm and curiosity the students solved 
the ‘who dunnit’ and then went on to discuss 
how the evidence could be used in preparing 
the criminal case for court. It was a brilliant 
introduction to what a career in forensic 
science might involve and the guest hosts 
were incredibly complimentary about the 
students’ behaviour and engagement. Well 
done year 9! Mrs H Rowlands 

A murder mystery to 
solve  

Finger printing and chromatography 

Teachers across Forest Primary Schools joined together as part of the 
Science Enthuse project  

The Dean Academy has been awarded funding from 
STEM as part of their Enthuse project.  
This project is intended to inspire students in local 
primary schools to engage in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics.  To support our local 
primary school in doing this The Dean Academy 
Science Faculty are sharing experience and resources 
with primary school colleagues starting with an initial 
two-year project. The Faculty have dedicated a 
laboratory to this project to enable primary classes to 
experience Science lessons in a more practical environment. This laboratory has 
already been used to deliver training and sessions to staff from nine primary schools 
and hosted several events for the primary students. Mr F Edy 



 

 

‘Beauty and the Beast’ School Production 

Talented students and budding 
thespians put on a beast of a 
school production and wowed 
packed audiences during its 
spectacular two night run of the 
Disney musical ‘Beauty and the 
Beast’. 
Year 10 student Cj Hudson was 
formidable as the young prince 
turned into a monstrous beast who 
becomes enchanted by the 
beautiful Belle, played by Georgia 
Watson, who captures his heart 
and releases him from the curse.  
There were spirted performances 
from year 10 student Kai Powell as 
the vain and arrogant Gaston and 
his bumbling sidekick LeFou played 
to comedic effect by Ella Turner in 
year 7.  The comedy was offset by 
the sinister presence of the wolves, 
portrayed by a group of talented 
dancers from years 7 to 10, who 
inhabit the mysterious woods outside 
the castle.  
Mr Phil McNeill who directed the 
production commented “We’re 
incredibly proud of all our young 
people involved in the production 
both front and back stage.  Despite 
being many years since our last 
show, they’ve shown that they are 
more than capable of re-igniting the 
tradition of Performing Arts at the 
school.”   
The Head of Performance Mrs Kathryn Rodway 
added “Our students delivered an outstanding 
performance on both evenings that showcased 
their wonderful talents and skills. We can't wait to 
begin promoting our next whole school 
production!”  

Page 10 SUMMER 2019  

A Beast of a Performance and a Beauty of an Evening 



 

 

Summer Showcase 

SUMMER 2019  Page 11 

A sizzling summer spectacular 
was served up by students at 
The Dean Academy for family 
and friends at their Summer 
Showcase when the audience 
were treated to a musical 
evening of song and dance. 
Students from years 7 to 11 
demonstrated their skills on a 
fantastic range of instruments 
including keyboard, ukulele, 
tenor horn and vocals. 
There were some very 
accomplished group dance 
performances from year 7, 9 
and 10 as well as a solo dance 
from Chloe Watts in year 10. 
Rachel James, Skye Jordan and 
Georgia Watson sang solos. 
Head of Performance, Mrs 
Rodway, commented “Students 
ended the year on a high in 
Performance, with a stunning 
Summer Showcase, yet another 
example of the wonderful talent 
we have at The Dean Academy. 
The most wonderful thing to 
witness was the way in which 
students have developed in 
confidence, progressed in ability 
and gelled as a group to be 
supportive of each other, 
committed to performing and 
shining stars on the stage. The 
staff in the Faculty are so proud 
of each and every one of the 
students who have risen to the 
challenge of participating in a 
performance this year in a 
multitude of roles, and we can’t 
wait to emulate the experience 
in the next academic year!”  
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Stretch Limousines, sports 
cars, vintage vehicles and 
even a horse box 
transported year 11 
students to their Prom at 
The Speech House. 
The sun shone down as 
they walked the red 

carpet to the venue for a 
fun and emotional evening 
where students bid a fond 
farewell to staff before 
embarking on the next 
stage of their life.  
Mrs Fiona Price, who 
organised the event said “Year 11 
had a really fab night at the Prom 
this year with lots of laughs and 
dancing.  Our students were 
amazing, the girls looked gorgeous 
and the boys very dapper.  The 
award for Prom King and Queen 
went to Marcello Slee and Kacey 
Heyden, whilst Nya Morse and 
Connor Price were voted Prom 
Prince and Princess.”  

Year 11 Prom 
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Thursday 4th July  



 

 

respects to the fallen soldiers. 
The ceremony takes place 
every night at 8pm. The 
ceremony consisted of The 
Last Post which was followed 
by a two minute silence.   
Passchendaele Museum was 
huge. It had many artefacts 
from the great war including a 
replica of the underground 
trenches which was quite scary 
because there were creepy 
looking mannequins. There 
was also a cemetery containing 
soldiers that were lost during 
the battle.  
Beaumont Hamel was fun because 
we got to go down into the 
subways with a tour guide who 
was very kind, but the best tour 
guide of the trip was Micah! We 
also walked through the Canadian 
communication trench where a 
runner, a person who delivered 
messages, had a life span of just 
10 days. We also walked through 
the German front line. 
Unfortunately we couldn’t explore 
much here because there were 
unexploded mines.   
Ella Lewis, Year 9 

World Affairs Faculty 

The trip 
provided 
plenty of 
inspiration for 
budding artist 
James Frith in 
year 10 who  
produced 
some 
stunning 
watercolours 
whilst keen 
photographer 
Jason 
Boucher in 
year 10 took 
over 1000 
photos! 

Trip to Ypres 
On the 5th of July a group of 
students in years 8, 9 and 10 went 
on a school trip to Ypres in 
Belgium.  
We visited Hill 60, the local 
market, Flanders Fields Museum, 
Tyne Cot, Essex Farm, Yorkshire 
Trenches and Passchendaele 
Museum. We also explored Vimy 
Ridge, Lochnagar Crater, Thiepval 
and Beaumont Hamel.  
We visted Bayern Wald, war cells 
where cowards were sent before 
being shot.  Bayern Wald was very 
interesting because it was where 
Adolf Hitler spent his time in World 
War One. It was also very cold 
surprisingly and very dark. It was 
tucked away in the middle of the 
woods and would be very 
interesting to find if you didn’t 
know where you were going.  We 
also went to Talbot house, 
travelling back we stopped for a 
KFC!  
The Menin Gate was a big 
monument in the centre of Ypres. 
The walls were covered with 
names of men who were part of 
the Ypres Salient who were never 
found. As we walked in there were 
crowds of people paying their 

At The Menin Gate 

Teaching Students About Climate Change 
The Dean Academy has 
become the first Forest school 
and one of the first schools in 
the UK to have an official 
Climate Change Teacher 
thanks to a United Nations 
Programme which has put the 
academy onto an interactive 
map released as part of the 
Lord Mayor’s London Climate 
Action Week.   
Fiona Price, Assistant Director 
of World Affairs at the school, 
successfully completed the 

programme which examines in detail one of the most 
important global issues of today.  It is delivered by Harwood 
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Education in partnership with the One Nations 
Climate Change Learning Partnership.  Mrs Price 
explained ‘The course covers many issues, 
including the impact that climate change will have 
on children, gender, health and the environment.  
I am passionate about looking at the issues and 
responses to climate change with our students and 
look forward to working on this further in the next 
academic year to make our school more eco-
friendly, this will include looking at reducing waste 
and recycling plastics and cardboard.’ 
The course was launched in April and offers an 
insight into many different climate change issues 
as well as providing up-to-date resources to help 
teachers deliver climate change lessons across all 
curriculum areas.   

SUMMER 2019  

The Menin Gate by James Frith 



 

 

Sports Day 

Eight School Records Tumble   
Sports Day 2019 
was a hot one 
this year and the 
individual 
performances 
and event 
competition 
matched the 
fantastic 
weather.  
Every student in 
the school took 
part in the day 
but there were 
some notable brilliant individual 
performances. 
 
Year 10 
Ella Knight won the 1500m and 800m 
breaking the school record in the 
latter.  
Hayden Robins and Will Compton 
also shone in the sunshine, each 
winning three events. 
 
Year 9 
Chloe Ervig had a day to remember 
winning six events and breaking 
school records in the shot putt and 
javelin.  
Tehana Havers also produced an 
incredible throw in the discus to 
smash the school record by over 6 
metres! The year 9 boys competition 
was brilliant throughout the day, with 
every event hotly contested.  
Tom Walker completed the 800m and 
1500m double, and Billy Hill-Wilson 
added the long jump to his 100m 
crown. 
 
Year 8 
Ryan Willetts broke the school shot 
putt record, but the day belonged to 
Jess Geelhoed who won every race 
on the track and added the shot putt 
title to make it five event wins; an 
outstanding effort. 
 
Year 7 
Jake Dennington showed great 
versatility to win five events in year 
7. He won the 100m, 800m, long 
jump and javelin, and also set a new 
school record in the 1500m; which 
was a truly fantastic performance 
given the hot weather.  
Isabelle Kiely dominated the year 7 
field events winning the long jump 
and shot putt, and setting a new 
javelin school record. 
 
The P.E department would like to say 
a massive well done to everyone who 
took part so enthusiastically on the 
day and to those who produced such 
brilliant individual performances, it 
really does make it a fantastic and 
enjoyable day.  
Mr P Glynn 
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Year 5 Transition Days 

Year 5 pupils from across the 
Forest experienced a taste of life 
at The Dean Academy   when 
they visited us for a day filled 
with lots of fun and  educational 
activities. 

Almost 300 year 5s took part in a 
variety of activities which included 
making pizza in the Food 
Technology rooms, designing and 
creating their own key tags in the 
Design and Technology 
workshops and solving a murder 
mystery in the Maths and 
Computing Faculty.  In the 
Science labs the children went on 
an out of this world ‘Mission to 
Mars’ where they launched 
rockets and made use of the 
scientific equipment such as 
microscopes and Bunsen burners. 

The event is an important part 
of our transition programme, 
Ms Alison Meredith, the Primary 

Transition Co-ordinator who organised the 
activities explained “It is a great opportunity 
for local primary school children to 
experience various aspects of life at 
secondary school.  The children have been 
amazing and have really enjoyed their day; 
we have had lots of positive feedback from 
the pupils and the primary schools.  Our year 
7 helpers have been incredible and ensured 
that the days ran 
smoothly, they were a 
real credit to the 
school.”   

Lydney C of E pupils proudly display their 
certificates after a successful ‘Mission to Mars’ 

Primary School pupils in the 
Design and Technology 
workshops 

Making Pizza in the Food 
Technology rooms 

Year 7 helpers commented:  
We were asked to help out 
with the Year 5 visit.  We 
took the children to the 3 
sessions in Maths, 
Technology and Science.  The 
children enjoyed Science  
because they did lots of 
experiments and did the 
squeaky pop test.  It was 
amusing to see their reaction 
when we lit the gas powered 
rocket, one child said “Wow! 
That’s so cool!”. At the end of 
the day they were talking 
about how much they had 
enjoyed their day and how it 
was really fun.  
Bryony Pugh, Esme 
Pearson, Meghan Price  

It was nice to see people 
from our primary school.  Our 
favourite subject to help out 
in was Science because we 
enjoy Science.  It was 
exciting to help the year 5s. 
Jamie Lavender, James 
Hunt, Harry Hing  

Detective skills in Maths and Computing 



 

 

Rocket launching, 
zorbing, archery, giant 
Jenga, and Quidditch were 
just some of the fun 
activities on offer at The 
Dean Academy’s Summer 
Fayre for year 6 children 
who will be starting in 
September.   
The event provided parents 
with an opportunity to 
purchase school uniform 
and equipment in 
preparation for the new 
academic year. Ms Alison 
Meredith, the Primary 
Transition Co-ordinator 
who organised the event 
explained “The Summer 
Fayre is a great 
opportunity for parents and 
children to meet with 
teachers at the academy in 

a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.  
We have already had lots of positive 
feedback about the event, it was a 
fantastic evening and everyone 
enjoyed themselves.  We look 
forward to welcoming the children 
here in September.”  
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Year 6 Summer Fayre 
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The Dean Academy in the Local Community  

Year 7 Lend a Hand  
Year 7 did a fantastic job this term getting out into the 
local community to lend a hand.  
This term we have been focussing on volunteering in 
our Values and Society lessons and thinking about how 
volunteering helps us build community spirit and 
develop our personal skills. 
 
Projects our students got involved with included: 

• Working with a group of senior citizens on a 
project about Lydney at the Town Hall 

• Helping Key Stage 1 pupils with reading at two 
local primary schools 

• Befriending residents at Rodley House 

• Bathurst Park general maintenance including 
gardening, weeding, tidying edges and painting 
benches 

  
It has been a pleasure to see our students really shine and take pride 
about getting involved in the wider community and working with 
people both young and old.  From painting park benches to painting 
the nails of Rodley House residents our students have really got stuck 
in. They all showed themselves to be respectful, 
responsible and ready. Mr B Grant 

Bathurst Park Maintenance 

Local 
History 
Project 
A group of 
students spent the morning working on a local 
history project in the Town Hall with three senior 
residents of Lydney as part of a collaborative 
enterprise by Soundwork Community Project and 
The Barnwood Trust. 
Students looked at old photos of Lydney and spoke 
about their favourite places and experiences in the 
town. Lydney resident Mr Wilks, aged 94, spoke to 
the children about his life and memories of growing 
up in Lydney and wished our students a bright 
future “I hope it will be as happy and productive as 
mine has been.”  Another resident, Olive, spoke  

about her life in 
the Forest and 
mentioned that 
she will shortly be 
celebrating her 
97th birthday.  

Bathurst Park Gardening 

Lydney Town Hall  

Demonstrati
on: Mr Wilks 
with his gas 

mask  
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School Community 

Senior Students  
This year’s Senior Students did an 
outstanding job raising money for 
local and national charities. They 
donated food and hygiene products to 
Lydney Foodbank and worked hard to 
collect so many warm clothes, 
sleeping bags and winter coats for 
Gloucester City Mission, a 
Gloucestershire homeless charity, that 
we had to upgrade the school minibus 
to transport it all! A spokesperson for 
the charity said “The generosity of the 
students, staff and parents was 
unbelievable!”  
The Senior Students’ final contribution 
to school life was to take part in the 
recent Presentation Evening, with 
Ollie and Libby giving the vote of 
thanks to our speaker, Andy Lewis 
MBE. Their maturity and bravery in 
speaking so eloquently in front of 
such a huge audience is a sign of 
their commitment to the school and  I 
would like to say a huge thank you to 
the whole team who have given so 
much of their time this year. 
Our new Senior Student Team did an 
outstanding job in their applications, 
hustings and interviews and I am 
excited about working with them over 
the coming year. They are keen to 
develop a wide variety of school 
experiences for younger students. 
Mrs E Smith  

Head Boy and Head Girl: Kai 
Powell and Holly Griffin 
Deputies: David Hale and Emma 
Baldwin 

Eco Warrior Leads: David Hale 
and Jude Rafferty 

Global Action Leads:  
Holly Griffin and Kai Powell 

Restorative Practice Leads: Zoe 
Spiller and Emma Baldwin 

Community and Charity Leads: 
Chloe Watts, Oliver Fleet and 
Aston Cassidy 

Care and Guidance Leads: Emily 
McCoy, Codi Whitson, and Kieran 
Maass 
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Restorative Practice  
Throughout the last twelve months, big 
steps have been taken across the school 
to become a more restorative and 
cohesive community.  

We have worked hard to build this new 
approach into the school day in a 
number of ways, recognising the central 
nature of strong relationships, while 
also understanding that sometimes the 
relationships break down. If this 
happens, supportive and reflective work 
is done to rebuild the trust and working 
relationship needed. Students and staff 
have been trained in these principles 
and perhaps the biggest impact has 
been seen in Tutor Time. Here, students 
have been involved in a Monday 
morning ‘check in’ and a Friday ‘check 
out’ each week, discussing topics from 
building stronger relationships and 
friendships to Brexit, mental health 
issues and the importance of charity in 
the local community. Students have 
been taught speaking and listening 
skills, helping them to explore 
viewpoints which may differ from their 
own, and given an opportunity to 
explore their own opinions and express 

training is so important: “Everybody 
has a bad day sometimes and people 
fall out. I wanted to train to help 
people in this situation, whether they 
are my friends or people in other 
years. I’ve developed lots of skills, 
become a better listener and I enjoy 
knowing that I can help other people 
when they need it.” More 
ambassadors will be trained and 
Senior Students have taken over the 
running of the group in order to 
develop it further in the new 
academic year. 
Restorative Practice Senior students 
Emma Baldwin and Zoe Spiller said,  

 

A restorative approach is one which is 
based on the building of strong 
relationships, ensuring all members of 
the community feel safe and able to 
take an active role in all areas of school 
life.  

how they feel. This will remain next 
year, continuing to strengthen 
relationships within tutor groups and 
promoting the tutor as a students’ first 
point of contact in school. 

Data from Class Charts shows us 85% 
of the 103,518 activities recorded on 
Class Charts throughout the year were 
for positive reasons, which shows us 
that students are working hard to 
achieve success and that their efforts 
are being recognised across the school.  
Our school-wide ‘Push the Positive’ 
weeks have been a huge success, with 
all year groups taking on the challenge 
of aiming high – these, again, will 
certainly continue next year.  
37 RP Ambassadors were trained this 
year, giving students in all year groups 
important life skills and the ability to 
support friends and peers in 
overcoming issues in friendship groups 
throughout the school. Ambassador 
Mak Venner in year 9, explains why this 

Restorative Practice (RP) has also had 
a big impact on the number of students 
being rewarded for their positive 
contributions to the school community, 
something we are keen to build on over 
coming months.  

“We really want to raise the profile 
of RP in school by recruiting and 
training new ambassadors who can 
be available to support new Year 
Seven students in their transition to 
secondary school. It can be a 
stressful time and having someone 
they can talk to who can help them 
to see the way forward will be really 
reassuring. We are also excited 
about teaching students from the 
other schools in the Trust about RP 
and hoping we can begin to work 
with them too.”  

Mrs E Smith 



 

 

GROWS 

Year 9 Subject Taster Day  

In June over 130 year 9 
students from five 
Gloucestershire secondary 
schools visited the University 
of Gloucestershire’s Oxstalls 
Campus to take part in the 
GROWS subject taster day. 
Over 20 different workshops 
were delivered by academic 
staff from Cirencester College, 

Royal Agricultural University, South Gloucestershire and 
Stroud College and the University of Gloucestershire.  
Each student attended two workshops.  The purpose of the 
day was to increase aspiration and awareness of Higher 
Education, with each workshop providing a practical and 
engaging activity whilst also detailing HE courses available 
in that particular subject area as well as qualification 
routes.  Kamal Hyman, a motivational speaker encouraged 
the students make the most of the day ahead of them. The 
workshops ranged from sport to animation; photography to 
business enterprise and drama to games design.  
Miss L White 
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Dead on Time 
Year 9 and 10 pupils from across Gloucestershire 
made the most of their school holidays by taking 
part in a 3 day crime scene investigation challenge 
which was organised by GROWS.  
Those who attended took part in a thrilling mystery 
called ‘Dead on Time’ and learnt to use a wide 
range of real forensic techniques including, powder 
fingerprinting; blood typing; hair, fibre and soil 
analysis; forensic anthropology and crime scene 
investigation.  
They were required to think like detectives, use 
their best problem solving skills and work in teams 
to uncover the twists and turns from a real life 
case! 
GROWS offer additional FREE taster experiences in 
the creative industries, criminology, sport, 
computing and engineering more details can be 
found at www.grows.ac.uk or  
Facebook.com/growsgloucestershire.  

Raising Aspirations 
The graduation of the year 10 Aspirations Programme 
culminated at the University of 
Gloucestershire when twenty 
students engaged in a question 
and answer session delivered by 
mentor Andy Lewis MBE in front 
of professionals from the 
Gloucestershire area. Students 
had worked closely with Andy 
Lewis MBE and Chris Powell 
from Bespoke Mentoring to 
develop their soft skills, research 
potential careers and options 
post-16 over a course of three 
months. Students were given a 
taste of university life through a 
tour of the university and lunch 
in the student canteen.  
To promote independence, students 
had to plan their route from The 
Dean Academy to the University of 
Gloucestershire via train; students 
walked from the school to the train 
station and led staff to the 
university. Students were 
exceptionally behaved and 
mature throughout the day.  
We are proud to be piloting the 
Aspirations Programme within 
The Dean Academy as it is now 
being implemented in many other 
schools within the area and we 
are looking forward to  beginning 
the programme again with the 
next cohort in the new academic 
year.  Miss L White 

Sports Science 2019 
Emma Baldwin, Liam Proctor and Jake Brice-Nelson in year 
10 spent three days in the half term immersed in the 
exciting world of Sports Science delivered by the GROWS 
network.  The students joined forces with other year 10 
students from schools across Gloucestershire and took part 
in sessions at Hartpury University and the University of 
Gloucestershire where they participated in practical 
workshops including: injury prevention and rehabilitation, 
diagnosis of muscle function, principles of sprint training 
and adapted physical activity. The experience was rounded 
off with a trip to the home of English Rugby, Twickenham 
with a pitch-side view of all the preparation that takes 
place ahead of a game. The experience will be open to 
current year 9 students, next year. For more info visit 
www.grows.ac.uk. 
Miss L White 

What is GROWS? 
Gloucestershire GROWS is a collaborative network of six 
Gloucestershire based universities and colleges. It is led by 
the University of Gloucestershire in partnership with: 
Royal Agricultural University, Gloucestershire College, 
Cirencester College, Hartpury University and South 
Gloucestershire & Stroud College. 
The GROWS network helps students aged 11 - 18 to 
achieve their potential and to raise awareness of the 
different routes (academic, vocational and work based) 
into Higher Education.  

GROWS Residential 2019 
Ellie Hawkins, Mia Evans and Jacob Jones were joined by 
over 25 other year 9 students from Gloucestershire 
secondary schools on Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th June 
as they descended on Hartpury University to immerse 
themselves in the world of Higher Education at the GROWS 
Residential Experience.  
Over the course of the weekend they found out what 
university was really like by staying overnight in halls of 
residence, meeting new people, eating in the refectory and 
taking part in social activities in the evening. They also 
took part in various activities to improve their confidence 
and communication skills and how to find out more 
information about degrees. Students also had a tour of 
Hartpury’s brand new sports academy and took part in 
subject tasters in equine studies and animal management 
and welfare. Miss L White 
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Former student Isis took time out from her studies to talk to 
our students about the realities of life in Higher Education  

Former student, Isis Terrington, recently returned to The Dean 
Academy to talk to students about her experiences of university and 
to answer questions about further education. 
Isis left The Dean Academy 6 years ago with the hope of becoming a 
doctor. Now in the third year of a medical degree she is very close to 
achieving her goal.  
Isis had lots of information to give to our students, she said "Going to 
university is a really big decision to make. Do your research, think it 
through carefully and study something that you enjoy. Immerse 
yourself in your subject and get lots of relevant work experience in 
that field."  
Isis was able to provide students with a first hand account of life at 
university, commenting "At university you have to become an 
independent learner. You need to be organised and find out what 
method of study suits you best. There are lots of different experiences 
and opportunities available to you at university that you should take 
advantage of. It makes you grow up quickly and you learn a lot about 
yourself in the process. Have fun and enjoy the experience!" 

Experiencing Life at University  
A Trip to Oxford 
A group of year 10 students visited 
Somerville College, Oxford with Miss Hykin 
recently.  
The students had a talk about university 
life, the application process and the 
application process for Oxbridge specifically.  
The students had an academic taster 
session, learning about Egyptology and 
deciphering hieroglyphs. This was followed 
by lunch in an Oxford Hall and a tour of the 
college. The students then experienced a 
Museum Handling session, this involved 
examining different fossils and skeletons to 
work out their age, origin and species. The 
day was enjoyable for all involved and 
helped to raise aspirations regarding life at 
university. Miss C Hykin  

Megan and Finlay at their 
Year 11 Prom 

EPIC 
The summer term has been very busy for the 
students in EPIC. Much of it was taken up with 
exam preparation for 5 of our students 
followed by preparations for Prom. Most of our 
students took part in this and had a wonderful 
time. 
For the rest of the year groups school life was 
also very interesting. 
Then Emily, brought in her bearded dragon, 
Max. He was very calming and fascinating to 
watch. The students loved meeting him and 
finding all about how he lived at home. We all 
had a chance to hold him and he seemed to 
really enjoy all of the attention. 
Emily is getting a tortoise now . . . I think he 
may be our next visitor! Mrs S Hankinson 

Having a Real Hoot at School 
We had a wonderful visit 
by Faye’s owls. We were 
all able to stroke them 
and hold them and find 
out lots of information 
about what they eat and 
how they hunt in the 
wild. Faye was very 
proud of them and knew 
so much!  
Mrs S Hankinson 

Faye in year 11 
with Crystal the 

barn owl  

Emily with her 
pet Max  
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Our year 10 students  completed enough 
challenges to receive their Bronze Awards. 
Congratulations to them all. Ms K McCormick 

Parent Partnership SEND Forum 
Working in partnership with our 
parents and carers is important to 
us at The Dean Academy and we 
are pleased to welcome Debbie 
Riall, our Trust Advisory Teacher, 
to our first Parent Partnership 
SEND Forum.  
The aims of the Forum are: 

• To provide a network of 
support for parents and carers 
of students with SEND. 

• To share information about our 
school SEND policy and practice with parents and 
carers. 

• To provide opportunities to share information, 
advice and resources on specific areas of SEND. 

• To seek parent and carer views. 

• To work in partnership with parents and carers to 
enhance our SEND policy and practice. 

Each term, the Forum will take a specific focus on an 
area of SEND and share information on this theme.  
Debbie and our Deputy SENCo, Miss Hannah Deans, 
welcomed our new parents to discuss how to support 
students with autism during their transition to secondary 
school. 
Next year our Forums will take place on Thursday 5th 
December (9.30am – 11am), Tuesday 24th April 
(2.00pm – 3.15pm) and Tuesday 16th June (4.00pm – 
5.15pm). We look forward to welcoming you then.  
Ms J Rosbrook Associate, Assistant Headteacher / 
SENCo 

Congratulations to John Williams, Alex Waterhouse, 
Tony Williams, Hayden Robins and Joe Greenhalgh 
for completing their ASDAN short course.   
Well done!  

ASDAN Certificate Presentation 

ASDAN 

Our year 10 and 11 students have had a very successful 
year in ASDAN.   
One of the Environment Challenges that the students 
had to complete was to improve the look of a garden or 

From this . . . To this! 

They also grew sunflowers from 
seed that have just decided to 
make an appearance before the 
holidays.  

area of waste ground. Work was carried out to weed, 
clear and enhance our Sensory Garden with plants that 
the students had grown from seeds.  The garden now 
looks absolutely beautiful as you can see below . . . 

Year 11 ASDAN students completed 18 challenges in 
various areas such as Communication, Home 
Management, Number Handling and Expressive Arts.  
Beau, Ebony and Dylan came back into school recently 
to receive their Silver and Gold awards.  

Debbie Riall 
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Student comments: 
“The workshop was really fun, I 
learned a lot.  The girls that ran it 
were very kind and helpful and 
taught us a lot.  We learnt about 
healthy and unhealthy relationships, 
mental health, body image, drugs, 
alcohol and sex.   

I  know how to be more confident 
in myself.  I also know how to help 
other people and support them if 
they have mental health problems.  
At the end we did a physical activity 
which we all enjoyed. 

In life I know how to control and 
help serious situations with not just 
myself but other people. 

It was an amazing experience.”  

Ashleigh Ivall 
 

“I found the workshop really 
educational.  I learned about STIs 
and the effects of peer pressure.   

Sabrina Blackwell 

Girl Talk 
Positive thinking was high on the 
agenda for a group of year 9 
girls at The Dean Academy  
when they attended a special 
GirlTalk workshop run by 
Cheltenham Town Community 
Trust to promote a healthy 
lifestyle and initiate discussions 
around mental and sexual health 
issues. 
The workshop covered some very 
important topics such as body 
image and online awareness.  
Georgina Presswell from 
Cheltenham Town Ladies Football 
Club told the girls “Be true to 
yourself, you shouldn’t feel that you 
have to change yourself in any way 
because of pressure from social 
media.  Accept yourself, accept 
your body.  Have a positive attitude 
and be the boss of your brain.”    

Did you know? 
• 52% of 11 to 16 year olds worry about 

how they look 

• 30% of 11 to 16 year olds isolate 
themselves from certain activities because 
of body image anxiety 

• 36% of 11 to 16 year olds said they would 
do ‘whatever it takes’ to look good, 
including cosmetic surgery 

• Only 48% of young people surveyed had 
learned about body confidence in school 

• Of those who learned about body 
confidence in school, 76% said it made 
them feel more positive about themselves 

Georgina Presswell 
discusses 

important issues 
with year 9 girls 

Laws for carrying 
knives 

• It is illegal for anyone 
under the age of 18 to 
buy a knife 

• It is illegal to carry a 
knife unless it is a knife 
with a folding blade 3 
inches long or less 

• Maximum 4 years in 
prison, £5,000 fine 

• Two strike rule = 
minimum 4 months in a 
detention centre 

An Anti-Knife Crime Workshop which 
was held at The Dean Academy for year 
8 students got straight to the point 
highlighting issues around knife crime as 
part of a ‘Fearless’ campaign from the 
crime prevention charity Crimestoppers.   
‘Fearless’ is Crimestoppers’ national 
youth service which enables young 
people to make positive, informed 
decisions around crime and criminality. 
The campaign aims to educate and 
empower young people with information 
and advice about crimes that might 
affect them personally, their friends or 
their family.  Young people can pass on 
information about crime to Fearless.org 
completely anonymously and safely. 
The workshop demonstrated how real-

Anti-Knife Crime Workshop gets right to the point 
life situations can get out of hand very 
quickly and how in those moments 
people can make the wrong choices 
without considering the long-term 
consequences of their actions.   
Leon Hobson, a Fearless Outreach 
Worker for Crimestoppers who has 
worked with people who have 
committed knife crimes, explained 
“People carry knives for all sorts of 
reasons, the most common being 
protection and peer pressure.  Thirteen 
years ago I was a victim of knife crime 
and was stabbed in the back and my 
arm whilst on the Tube in London.  My 
attacker chose to carry a knife and in 
the heat of the moment he made the 
decision to use it.  If you carry a knife 

you are intending to cause 
someone serious damage. 
It is important to make 
the right choices and 
choose a different 
ending.”  
Mrs Linda Bellingham, the 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead 
at the school commented 
“Our students really 
engaged with the session. 
Leon presented some very 
informative and interactive 
sessions on the facts, 
incidents and realities of 
knife crime.  Using a felt 
tip pen and a white t-shirt 
he demonstrated how a 5 
second fight could inflict 
up to 15 random injuries, 
any of which could have 
been fatal.” 

Leon Hobson discusses the 
issues of knife crime with 

year 8 students  

Year 8 students demonstrate 
the amount of injuries that 

can be inflicted in just a few 
seconds 
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School Terms and Holidays  2019 - 2020 
TERM 1  INSET DAY Monday 2nd September 
  BEGINS  Tuesday 3rd September (students return) 
  ENDS  Thursday 24th October (3.15 p.m.) 
  INSET DAY Friday 25th October 
  HOLIDAY Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 
TERM 2  BEGINS  Monday 4th November (students return) 
  ENDS  Friday 20th December (12.30 p.m.) 
  HOLIDAY Monday 23rd December – Friday 3rd January 
TERM 3  BEGINS  Monday 6th January (students return) 
  ENDS  Friday 14th February (3.15 p.m.) 
  HOLIDAY Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February 
TERM 4  INSET DAY Monday 24th February 
  BEGINS  Tuesday 25th February (students return) 
  ENDS  Friday 3rd April (3.15 p.m.) 
  HOLIDAY Monday 6th April – Friday 17th April 
TERM 5  BEGINS  Monday 20th April (students return) 
  MAY-DAY HOL. Friday 8th May 
  ENDS  Friday 22nd May (3.15 p.m.) 
  HOLIDAY Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 
TERM 6  BEGINS  Monday 1st June 
  INSET DAY Friday 26th June (staff only – Trust inset day) 
  ENDS  Friday 17th July (12.30 p.m.) 
  INSET DAY Monday 20th July 
  HOLIDAY Tuesday 21st July – Monday 31st August 

Duke of Edinburgh 
We had two groups out on their Qualifying 
Expeditions: a Bronze group of five year 9 students 
and a Silver group of seven year 10 and 11 students.  
The groups walked and camped in the Brecon 
Beacon National Park, starting at Pontsticill Reservoir 
and heading West. 
The expedition was challenging: persistent rain on 
the first day meant the students had to deal with wet 
boots for the rest of their journeys. This left them 
foot-sore, but never failing in determination, team 
spirit and good humour! The Assessor was greatly 
impressed by their resilience and their kindness to 
each other. He was also impressed by their 
navigation skills and outstanding campcraft.  
This is the first year that The Dean Academy has had 
a Silver group. The added experience and confidence 
they brought to the expedition was evident. Both 
groups thoroughly deserve the Pass grades earned 
and I hope that some of the Bronze participants will 
want to progress to Silver next year.  

Ms S Paton (DofE Supervisor) 

In memory of a very special teacher 

Staff at The Dean Academy 
donned a colourful array of 
rugby shirts for a non-uniform 
day in memory of a special 
colleague, Mark Thompson, who 
sadly passed away following a 
long battle with illness. 
Mr Craig Palmer who helped 
organise the non-uniform day 
explained “Mark’s rugby shirt 
collection was wide and varied, 
often collected from charity 
shops; he had some very 
‘interesting’ examples.  I 
thought it would be a nice touch 
if staff could don a rugby shirt in 
his memory, the more 
outrageous the better!” 
The event raised over £260 for 
Bowel Cancer UK, a charity that 
provides expert information and 
support for everyone affected by 
bowel cancer.  

Paintballing Fun  

Year 8 and 9 students enjoyed a fun day out 
paintballing at the end of the summer term. 


