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Update from the Head of School 

Dear Parent/Carers, 

Another year has flown by at The 
Dean Academy. It has been a very 

important year for the school, 
coming out of Special Measures in 

November 2017. Our students have 

worked incredibly hard in and out 
of the classroom and have had a 

large number of successes. I found 
our Presentation Evening at the 

end of June to be a wonderful 
event to mark just some of the achievements of our 

students. They are an extremely talented bunch! 

I would like to wish our Year 11s farewell as they take 
on new challenges. The Year 11 Prom was a lovely 

evening of celebration and the students looked 
extremely glamorous. I look forward to seeing many of 

them on their results day in August. 

We have some staff moving on at the end of this 
academic year – I would like to thank them all for 

everything they have done and wish them all the best 
for the future. A special mention must go to Sue 

Keeping Our School Tidy 
Students received a special visit from the 

Trash Converter Van as it rolled up to the 

school gates during their lunch break 
recently to teach an important lesson about 

litter and recycling. 
The Trash Converter Van is part of the ‘Love 

Your Forest’ anti-litter campaign which was 

created in partnership with Lucozade Ribena 
Suntory and the Forest of Dean District 

Council.   
Street Wardens Damion Collins and Gary 

Evans were on hand to help students 
convert their rubbish into rewards.  They 

were given a choice of treats which included 

popcorn, recycled pens, postcards and seed 
bombs in exchange for placing their trash 

into the correct recycling bins.  Damion 
Collins explained “The Love Your Forest 

campaign is already having a big impact, 

our aim is to reduce the amount of litter in 
our local area and to engage with young 

people.” 
The event was really popular with students, 

the Assistant Head Mrs Emily Smith 

commented “This was our second visit from 
the Trash Converter and their time in school 

was even more successful than last year’s. 
It was great to see so many students 

enthusiastic about discussing litter and 
having conversations about the importance 

of taking pride in the school site. We hope 

to arrange many more visits over the 
coming years in order to build links between 

the Trash Converter van and our school 
community.” 

Keeping the school tidy, Lola Morse 

and Sophie Gwilliam  

Amelia Davies and 
Ellie-Mae Tyrrell with 
street warden 
Damion Collins  

Follow us on Twitter @TheDeanAcademy 

Hurcombe, Liz Underwood 

a n d  K a r i n e  J a m e s 
(pictured). Between them 

they have given an 
incredible 66 years of 

service to the school – their 

loyalty and commitment 
has been truly remarkable 

and we are extremely grateful for everything they have 
done for our school. 

Looking ahead, we have a number of changes happening 
in September, including a new behaviour procedure. We 

have developed a new vision for the future of the school 

which will focus on Enjoyment, Achievement and 
Community. Everything we look to achieve will be built 

around our values of respect, responsibility and 
readiness.  

I would like to thank all parents, carers and the wider 

school community for your continued support. Term 
starts again for students on Tuesday 4th September. I 

wish you all a restful and enjoyable summer. 
Tom Beveridge 
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School Community 

The following students have been successful in 

their applications to be part of the Senior Student 
team for the next academic year.  

It was a fiercely competitive process, with 
students writing letters of application, presenting 

to their peers in a ‘hustings’ assembly and also 

an interview. We also took into account the 
student and staff votes when making this very 

tough decision.  
Congratulations to all twelve students who put in 

a huge amount of effort and will work together to 
be an important part in our continuing 

development as a community. 

Mrs E Smith 
Assistant Head Teacher 

Deputy Head Girl Gemma Kear, Head Girl Libby Beddis, 

Head Boy Ollie Shattock, Deputy Head Boy Connor Price 

Community and Charity Leaders 

Ellie Cowell and Freya Fox 
This role will focus on further integrating the school 
within the community at events, as well as co-
ordinating charity events and collections in school 

Care and Guidance Leaders 

Holly Davis and Ryleigh Turley 
This role will develop the use of Restorative 
Practice within the student body, as well as 
working to raise awareness of issues such as 
bullying and supporting others 

School Council Leaders 

Bradley Hodgson and Michael Richards 
This role will involve the leadership and co-ordination of 
lower Year Councils, as well as organisation of School 
Council events and being a more visible voice in feeder 
schools 

Student Liaison Leaders 

Taiya Huxstep and Charlie Willetts 
This role will involve leading a group of 
students who will support and mentor Year 7 
tutor groups next year and be a point of 
contact for peers in the lower school 

Senior Student Team Appointed 



 

 

Art, Design and Production Faculty 

A group of young artists recently embarked on a special 

challenge set by the Rotary Club to depict life in the Forest of 
Dean as part of a ‘Hands on Art’ competition for secondary 

schools across the Forest. 
Students from years 7 to 9 sent in their colourful and creative 

entries and were invited to attend a special presentation 

evening at Forest Hills Golf Club to receive their awards.  Ben 
Thomas, a year 8 student, came second overall with his 

nature inspired drawing whilst the work of Hannah Fox and 
Eve Jones was highly commended.  Teacher of Art, Mrs Kate 

Charles commented “It was a fantastic evening.  It was great 
to see all our students come together to celebrate their 

amazing artwork and see it on display.” The school received a 

donation from the Rotary Club with which they have 
purchased a digital camera for the Art, Design and Production 

Faculty and the students will each receive a voucher. 

SUMMER 2018  

Rotary Club Art Competition  

Rotary Club member Mr Lewis, with Art teacher Mrs 
Charles and students Ben Thomas and Hannah Fox 

A Lot of Bottle 

Year 10 Engineering 

students enjoyed a 
refreshing tour of the 

Lucozade Ribena Suntory 
factory in Coleford recently 

where they learnt all about 

the bottling process as 
part of their BTEC 

Engineering course. 
The students toured the 

factory’s state of the art, 
robot controlled Logoplaste 

area where they produce 

all their plastic bottles.  
They then followed the 

bottles through to filling, 
sampling, packaging, 

wrapping and distribution 

so that they could 
experience the complete manufacturing process. 

Teacher of Engineering, Ms Kirsten Westgate explained 
“Our students gained first-hand experience of an 

international multi-million pound company with state of 
the art facilities. They were given a fabulous talk about 

the development and history of the company as well 

as a presentation about the rigorous hygiene, health 
and safety, and risk assessments which the company 

has to comply with.  They thoroughly enjoyed their time 
at the factory and gained a true feel of life in industry 

together with a deeper knowledge and understanding 

of processes, quality control, and quality assurance.” 

Cultural Cuisine  

As part of their mock exam schedule, the year 10 

Food Prep and Nutrition students had to plan 

prepare and produce a range of cultural recipes in 
a 3 hour exam. The quality of dishes were good 

and the skill levels were very impressive. Well 
done all, keep up the great standard.  

Mrs S Gittins-Jones 

Joanne Martin: 

Mediterranean pizza 

Cookie and Scone Challenge 
The year 9s were set a challenge to demonstrate 

the skills they have acquired this year.  With only 

a recipe and no method they had to produce a 
quality product of either scones or cookies.  

They all rose to the challenge and produced ‘Mary 
Berry’ quality bakes.   

Well done! 

Mrs S Sayers 

Lauren Davis: Sweet 

& Sour chicken 
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Art, Design and Production Faculty 

Students at the Cutting Edge of Design 

Cutting Edge: 
MP Mark Harper 
prepares to cut the 
ribbon with Head of 
School Tom 
Beveridge, Director 
of Art, Design and 
Production Andrew 
Winstanley, VPP 
Managing Director 
Gavin Rees and 
Alex Davies and 
year 10 students 
Chelsea Foot, 
Tristan Nutting, 
Jake Turley, 
Michael Richards, 
Kai James, 
Charleyann 
Woodley, Tom 
Dixon and Finn 
Winstanley 
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Students at The Dean Academy are taking technology to a 

whole new dimension thanks to a brand new state of the 
art 3D printer that was generously donated to the Art, 

Design and Production Faculty by Lydney based firm Vision 
Petlon Polymers. 

The cutting edge machine was officially opened by MP Mark 

Harper at a special gathering which was also attended by 
the Head of School Mr Tom Beveridge and the Chief 

Executive Officer of the Athelstan Trust Mr Tim Gilson.  The 
Director of Faculty, Mr Andrew Winstanley said that 

students have already been inspired by the 3D printer and 
are busy making designs on the specialist software, adding 

“this printer will enable our students to make totally unique 

products that couldn’t have been made using any other 
process.  It will enable them to excel in their own 

specialised projects.” 
MP Mark Harper commented “Technology is a fantastic 

business to be in because you get to change the world.  

Some people find new technology scary but if you embrace 
it and face the challenges it can be exciting and this is an 

amazing opportunity for students here.  I am really pleased 
that Vision Petlon Polymers have partnered with the 

school.”  
Gavin Rees, the Managing Director at Vision Petlon 

Polymers commented “It is great to be a part of this 

collaboration with the school.   We hope to be able to offer 
further opportunities for work experience places, site visits 

and apprenticeships.” 
Mr Tom Beveridge added “We are really grateful to Vison 

Petlon Polymers for giving us this exciting piece of 

equipment.  As a school we are determined to protect the 
Arts, Engineering and Design and Technology as they are 

critical in developing new skills.  This machine will be the 
start of some exciting new work that our students can now 

embark on.” 

Exciting possibilities:  MP Mark Harper talks to 

Chelsea Foot in year 10 about her 3D design ideas   



 

 

Communications Faculty 
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Macbeth  
In April, our year 10 students had an 

amazing opportunity to watch a 

broadcast of the Royal Shakespeare 
Company's Production of Macbeth live 

from Stratford-Upon-Avon.  
The play was broadcast free to schools 

around the country  along with student 

activities and a live Q&A with the 
actors. 

It was a great chance for year 10s to 
see the play that they are studying for 

their English Literature GCSE performed 
live in theatre - without the added cost. 

Miss L White 

“When shall we three 
meet again?“  

On the ‘Write’ Track for National Writing Day 

To celebrate National Writing Day 

students at The Dean Academy explored 
their creative voice with poet and 

musician Chris Redmond. 
Chris engaged the year 9 students with 

various fun and interactive exercises 

during a series of special workshops 
which were designed to enthuse the 

children about creative writing.  One of 
the activities involved crafting a group 

poem using a sentence contributed by 
each individual.  Chris explained “This is 

a great way to get people talking and 

using their own material to create 
something unique.  It’s really interesting 

to see what happens when you smash 
together different ideas, sometimes they 

join up and sometimes they don’t, that’s 

the fun thing about it!” 
Students were then tasked with writing 

an individual piece that they could share 
with the group.  Chris commented “I was 

really impressed with their work, they 
were focussed and worked consistently 

well.  Reading your poetry aloud requires 

bravery so I would like to thank all the 

students who shared their work with me.”  
In a special assembly, Chris also 

performed some of his work including a 
piece called ‘Let the Pig Out’ which is 

about finding our voice and embracing life.  

The engaging performance combined 
poetry and music with audience 

participation.    
Acting Head of 

English, Dr Liam 
Condon commented 

“Every teenager 

studies poetry in 
school but the act 

of actually writing a 
poem can be rather 

daunting.  I am 

really proud that 
over the course of 

the two days with Chris Redmond every 
single year 9 student took the plunge and 

had a go.  I hope that this might be the 
start of them writing more poetry in the 

future.” 

Performance Poet Chris 

Redmond engages 
students 

Book Fair 
Students were able to purchase new titles 

at discounted prices this term when the 
school Library set up a Book Fair during  

break and lunch times.   
It was very 

popular 

with 
students 

and we 
hope to 

hold a 
similar 

event next 

term. 

Getting Prepared 
Current year 9 students should take 

full advantage of the summer to get a 

head-start on their GCSE Literature 
texts. 

When they enter year 10, they will be 
studying the following: 

An Inspector Calls by J. B. Priestley 

Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and 

Mr Hyde by  R. L. Stevenson  
Why not take the opportunity to see a 

production, read the texts or even 
watch an adaptation? We would 

encourage you to buy your own copies 

of these texts for use at home. Below 
are the versions we recommend: 

 Macbeth by William Shakespeare 

(CGP, ISBN: 978 1 84146 120 5) 

 The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 

and Hyde by Robert Louis 
Stevenson (Wordsworth Classics, 

ISBN: 9781853260612) 
 An Inspector Calls by J. B. 

Priestley (Heinemann, ISBN 978-

0435232825) Current Year 10 

students need to revise and re-read 
their GCSE Literature texts before 

the start of Year 11. 
 Animal Farm by George Orwell 

(Heinemann,  ISBN: 978 0 435 

121655) 

Poetry Live 
We have successfully 

reserved tickets to allow 

current year 10 students 
the opportunity to attend 

the 2019 Poetry Live 
experience! This is a 

wonderful event in which 

students have the chance 
to hear the poets from the 

Literature GCSE anthology 
perform their own poems 

and discuss them. There 
are also sessions with 

Chief Examiners to 

explore approaches to the 
examination questions. 

Look out for your letter in 
September!  

Mrs V Pearce 
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Maths and Computing Faculty 
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Figuring out their Future at Maths Enrichment Event 
A group of budding mathematicians 

from The Dean Academy and Dene 
Magna came together for a special 

year 10 Maths enrichment event 
which was designed to get them 

thinking about their future. 

Students met with Mr Ben Sparks 
and Mr Pat Cobb from the Further 

Mathematics Support Programme 
(FMSP) who visited the school to 

promote the study of Maths at a 
higher level and to enrich students’ 

understanding of the subject.    

The programme, which incorporates 
engaging activities and competitions, 

is supported by The Department for 
Education and is managed by the 

educational charity Mathematics in 

Education and Industry.    
Area Co-ordinator Mr Pat Cobb 

commented “Ben and I had a great 
morning working with the students, 

they were a fantastic audience and 
we were really impressed with their 

problem solving skills. We hope 

many of them will go on to study 
Maths beyond GCSE.”  

 
“My favourite comment from one of 

the students was that they ‘had seen 

shapes and colours the likes of which 
they had never seen before’ – 

highlighting that mathematics is not 
just about numbers and calculations 

but beauty and surprising patterns.” 

 
Oliver Shattock a year 10 student at 

the school said “I found the session 
extremely useful as I am thinking 

Discovering the fabric of reality: 

Ben Sparks enthuses students 
about the possibilities of 

Mathematics 

Year 10 

helpers 
assist in 

launching 
the 

trebuchet 

A brilliant welcome for the year 6’s to 

the Mathematics Faculty took place at 
our annual Summer Fayre. With 

numerous stalls enticing new students 
to complete challenges to win tokens, 

the ultimate prize was a chance to fire 

an 8ft real-life trebuchet, launching 
hockey balls across the school field. 

Designed and made by Michael 
Richards, Lottie Cox and Charlotte 

Powell in year 10, our new year 7 
students had the chance to compete 

to launch a ball the furthest distance, 

tallest height and with the best 
parabola. 

But this prize was not won easily . . . 
Our year 10 students, Melody Beddis, 

Libby Beddis, Ollie Shattock and Abbie 

Batcock ensured that this trebuchet 

Scientific calculators are required in 
all Maths lessons.   

We stock the 
Logik LK 183 

calculator at the 

school and they 
can be purchased 

from Resources 
at break or 

lunchtime at a 

cost of £3.50.  
Miss R Lewis 

Scientific 
Calculators 

about studying Maths at A-Level 

and they talked about the career 
opportunities that are available for 

mathematicians.  I enjoyed 
working in a team with the 

students from Dene Magna. The 

activities were difficult but we 
worked well together and came 

first in the competition.”  
Maths teacher Mrs Ruth Jones 

added “The presenters were 
excellent and made the event 

really enjoyable. It was interesting 

to hear about all of the ways in 
which Maths can be used in real 

life. I hope it gave our students 
some useful insights into why they 

might wish to study the subject 

beyond GCSE.” 

STEM Challenge 

launch was well-earned. Students 

had to receive a bronze ticket by 
beating our year 10s in a game of 

‘higher or lower’. A silver token 
was awarded once students had 

completed the famous ‘Tower of 

Hanoi’ puzzle, and finally, 
students had to take on the clock 

with our gold-prize ‘Shape puzzle’ 
(completing this puzzle in under 

90 seconds). 
The 3 longest distances were 

Jasmine from Bream C of E, 

Archie from Lydney C of E and 
Daniel from Aylburton. The 

winner will be announced in the 
first year 7 assembly in 

September.  

Mr M Swain 



 

 

In year 8 

the following students received awards: 

Brandon Moore 8LK Silver – best 

in year 

Jamie Chapman 8KW Silver 

Connor Toogood 8EKR Silver 

Chloe Ervig 8RL Silver 

Ella Lewis 8RL Bronze 

Alfie Brown 8RL Bronze 

Cerys Money 8EKR Bronze  

Maths and Computing Faculty 
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UKMT Maths Challenge 
Year 7 and 8 students at the 

school achieved 2 golds, 4 silvers 
and 6 bronzes in this year’s UKMT 

Junior Maths Challenge.  Over 
260,000 children from across the 

UK sat the Junior Maths Challenge 

with roughly the top 6% receiving 
a gold certificate, the next 13% 

silver and the next 21% bronze.   
Both golds went to year 7 

students Todd Gray and Ryan 
Chapman who both scored the 

same and are joint top of school 

overall. 
The Junior Maths Challenge is run 

by the UK Mathematics Trust and 
supported by the Institute and 

Faculty of Actuaries. 

Mr A Cornish 

Bronze, Silver and Gold Certificate winners 

with Mr Cornish and Mr Beveridge 

Sibling rivalry: Ryan and Jamie Chapman and 

Emily and Chloe Ervig 

Here is a sample question - feel free to have a  go! 
Gill scored a goal half way through the second quarter of a 
‘teacher versus pupils’ netball match.  At that point, what 
fraction of the whole match remained to be played? 

A: ¼   B: ⅜   C: ½  D: ⅝   E: ¾ 

In year 7 

the following students received awards:  

Todd Gray 7PG Gold – joint best in 

school and in year 

Ryan Chapman 7JB Gold – joint 

best in school and in year  

Ferne Beddington 7FP Bronze 

Emily Ervig 7JB Bronze 

Jessica Geelhoed 7PG Bronze  
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STEM 

Wired for Success 
Year 10 Construction students and aspiring 

electricians have been busy learning the tricks of the 
trade thanks to a generous donation of specialist tools 

from the Gloucester based electrical firm Hewer FM. 
The tools, which are worth £300 are an essential part 

of an electrician’s tool kit.  They were presented to 

the Art, Design and Production faculty at the school 
by Hewer FM’s Contract Manager Mr Gareth Williams.  

Mr Williams explained “Some apprentices arrive with 
us having never seen or touched these tools before.  

To have this equipment here at the school will be a 
real advantage for the students and will be a great 

help to them whilst they are on work experience. ” 

Mr Andrew Winstanley, the Director of Faculty, added 
“The Construction course has developed to give 

students the insight and opportunity to learn the key 
principles of electrical wiring and of course the correct 

tools are needed 

for this. We are 
extremely grateful 

to Hewer FM for 
donating a range of 

professional tools 

from wire strippers 
and side cutters to 

high voltage screwdrivers. A 
number of our ex-students 

work within this field, some at 
Hewer themselves, and we 

hope that some of our 

students will, in the future, 
gain apprenticeships within the community and even at 

Hewer FM.  Thank you again to Hewer FM for supporting 
our school.” 

To mark International Women in Engineering Day 

Miss Hykin and Miss Deans took a group of  
students to visit the Cheltenham based 

engineering firm Spirax Sarco who use steam in 
modern ways. 

Students took part in a tour of the factory where 

they learnt about the various roles of engineers all 
the way from product design (we saw some 

exciting 3D printing models) to the finished 
products which are shipped out all over the world. 

The students learned about the history of steam 
and were lucky enough to see a demonstration of 

a working traction engine. 

The group also took part in a competition where 
they had to design and build a boat and power it 

with steam.  Here the students got the chance to 
work with both qualified engineers and students 

from other schools. The students raced their boat 

using a steam pressure system replicating those 
manufactured on site. We had prize winners for 

fastest boat, second place, and a bonus trophy for 
the best team name (which was Morag!). 

Full Steam Ahead for Budding Engineers 

Mia Carter, Isabella Barnett, Scarlett Sosna, Jasmine Chandler-
Brown, Emma Kear, Ruby Watson, Libby Brooks, Emily Ervig, 

Ryan Bennett, Harry Taylor, Max James, Ben Nash, Josh 
Compton, Maddie Head 
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Bream Primary School kindly invited 

some of our Performing Arts students to 
take part in their Performing Arts Week.  

Students from year 8 and year 9 
prepared performances and showcased 

their work in front of the school during 

assembly.  This was a fantastic event 
aimed at inspiring the younger students 

to consider taking up an instrument and 
participating in the arts.  The 

performances were followed by a short 
rhythm workshop with year 6 students, 

who did a fantastic job of creating 

performances using poly-rhythms in 
groups.  Thank you to everyone at 

Bream School for having us, especially 
Mrs Roddis for inviting us.  We had a 

great time and hope to return next year. 

Mrs E O’Regan 

Year 7 African Instruments 
We were kindly invited to take part in Lydney’s Party in the Park 

this year and our students rose to a very daunting challenge.    
Emily McCoy, Kai Powell, Kieran Maass, Hannah Coates, Skye 

Jordan, Aimee Harris and Chloe Watts provided a fantastic range of 
musical talent and performance. Their preparation and 

organisation for a high profile 

performance was impressive 
and their delivery on the day 

was incredibly high quality.  
All of the students performed 

brilliantly and they should be 
very proud of the ir 

achievement, I certainly was! 

Overcoming nerves in a large 
venue is a difficult skill to 

master and the students did 
this with grace.  A fantastic 

day, well done!  Thank you 

to the organisers for the opportunity and support on the day.  
Mrs E O’Regan 

Year 7 made some absolutely wonderful 

African inspired instruments this term.   
We have been looking at instruments made 

from readily available items at home and 
students completed their instruments for 

homework.   

The surprise of their incredible creations is a 
wonderful part of the year and the students 

this year didn't disappoint! The creativity 
shown was wonderful, and I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank all family and 
friends who joined in the help create such 

inventive and detailed work. Mrs E O’ Regan 

Party in the Park 

 
Simeon Evans in year 7 achieved Grade 1 
piano. Also Murray Robertson in year 11 

passed his Grade 1 Drums.  Congratulations 
from both myself and Drum teacher Mr 

Frost.  Mrs E O’Regan 

Performance Faculty 
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Aimee in year 9 performs to primary school children for 

Performing Arts Week 



 

 

Advanced warning.  If you think you 
see Unidentified Flying Objects next term 
– they’re probably pumpkins! 
The Maths and Computing Faculty have 
laid down a challenge to launch a 2–3 kg 
pumpkin as far as possible, using the 
STEM skills within each team.  The 
challenge has already been accepted by 
Science; Art, Design and Production; the 
Sea Cadets and Site Maintenance staff.  
Look out for more information and how 
to get involved in September! 
Mr D Child 

SUMMER 2018  

Science Faculty 

Science Ambassadors Workshop 
In June, a group of year 8 girls attended a 

IOP Science Ambassadors workshop which 
was held at Malmesbury School. Six other 

schools were also in attendance. The aim of 
the workshop is to increase the participation 

of girls in STEM careers (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics). 
The workshop consisted of various different 

activities culminating with a presentation from 
the girls.  It is hoped that the students will 

now become STEM ambassadors and will go 
to our primary feeder schools to deliver some 

Science skills and fun activities.  Mr D Webb 

Gardening Club 
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Gardening club has been a huge 

success this year with 6 members of 
staff and over 20 different students 

getting involved. The students were 
given the opportunity to take 

gardening club in any direction they 

wanted and they have all expressed 
different interests. A small group of 

year 7 and 8 girls planted flower beds 
and hanging baskets whilst year 7,8 

and 9 boys found the old allotment, 
dug it out and planted potatoes, 

beans, onions, cucumber and 

tomatoes.  Our year 10 students have 
been building garden furniture. It has 

been a pleasure to see the students 
develop new skills and become 

independent in moving the club in 

the direction that interests them. We 
had the amazing news of funding 

from the Gloucestershire Federation 
of Gardening Societies, which we 

intend to use to help gardening club 
grow next year.  Mr L Kelley 

Science Investigators Club 
Students investigate a range of questions, 

using their scientific understanding to 
produce data to support their conclusions, 

working independently. 
The pictures show students investigating 

the question  

‘Does the size of a crater depend on the 

height the meteor falls?’ 
Other questions have involved sharks and 

diffusion, ice hockey 

and friction and 
penguins and 

conduction.  
Science club will run 

again next year. All 

year 7 and 8 students 
are welcome. 

Mr D Webb 

“It is hoped that the students will now become STEM 

ambassadors” 
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PROM 

2018 
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Year 11 students arrived in style to their Prom at the 
Speech House. Stretch Limousines, sports cars, a 
Police Speed Enforcement van and an array of vintage 
vehicles were just some of the preferred means of 
transportation to the special event where students bid a 
fond farewell to staff and teachers at the school.  
Mrs Fiona Price, a teacher at the school who helped to 
organise the evening commented “Year 11 had a fab 
night at the prom with lots of laughs and dancing.  The 
girls looked gorgeous and the boys very dapper.  Well 
done to the prom committee who organised the excellent 
evening and raised the money for the prom to happen.” 
The award for Prom King and Queen went to Luke 
Hudson and Georgia Mapps, and Prom Prince and 
Princess went to Ellis Saunders and Katie Webb. 
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Presentation Evening 
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A celebration of talent, hard work and dedication to 

learning was on the agenda at The Dean Academy’s 
annual presentation evening at St Mary’s Church in 

Lydney where students gathered to collect prizes and 
certificates in front of family, friends and members of the 

local community. 

Student achievements across the faculties in all year 
groups were recognised as students were presented 

their certificates by Guest Speaker Liz Easaw who is the 
Schools Partnership Manager for the education charity 

Teach First.  Liz said “I am inspired by the talents that 
these students are developing.  This is just the beginning 

for them, they have the potential to do great things and 

make our world a much better place.  It is events like 
these that those of us who work in education dream 

about, seeing young people achieving, taking risks and 
demonstrating perseverance.”  

The event was also attended by Lydney Town Mayor Cllr 

Bob Berryman who presented an award on behalf of 
Lydney Town Council to Holly Davis in year 10 in 

recognition of her commitment and contribution to the 
school and wider community.   The Verderer Cup Sea 

Cadets Special Award was presented to Ayden Le Roux 
by Petty Officer Mark Stewart. 

Mr Tom Beveridge, Head of School, commented “It is 

our students who make The Dean Academy special and 
it is the hard work of those students here tonight that 

has paid off.  They should be proud of that and we 
should celebrate their successes with them.  They are 

role models for the rest of the school.” 

Kai Powell, Georgia Watson, Aimee Harris and Ella Lewis 
provided the evening with an exciting range of musical 

interludes. 
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Sports Day 

New Sports Day Record Holders 

Year 10 1500m Finn Winstanley 

 Long Jump Connor Price 

 300m Scarlett Pegler 

 800m Scarlett Pegler 

 High Jump Libby Beddis 

Year 9 High Jump Kai Powell & Jake 
Brice-Nelson  

 Javelin Jason Boucher 

 Discus Harriotte Mills  

Year 8 Discus Tehana Havers 

Year 7  Long Jump Cole Prosser 

Tutor Group Results 

Year 7 

1st 7HD (305) 

2nd 7PG (280) 

3rd 7JB (178) 

4th 7FP (159) 

Year 8 

1st 8RL (276) 

2nd 8KW (268) 

3rd 8LK (215) 

4th 8EKR (186) 

Year 9 

1st 9KR (305) 

2nd 9DW (228) 

3rd 9AW (186) 

4th 9JR (178) 

5th 9EOR (127) 

Year 10 

1st 10PM (314) 

2nd 10KC (286) 

3rd 10DC (183) 

4th 10AH (160) 

5th 10KJ (151) 
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Extra-curricular  

Lydney Town FC U15s have completed a memorable 

2017-2018 season winning The Severn Valley Youth 
League and cup double. 

The League was fought out by Lydney and Golden Hill, 
a strong Bristol side.  The deciding winner-take-all 

match was played on Lydney’s first team pitch on 

Saturday 5th May.  In a very tight game Lydney came 
out on top winning 2-1, with one of the goals from 

Dean Academy’s Josh Allford.   
Lydney were presented with the League Cup by The 

SVYFL Chairman.  The League Cup final was played 
three days later at Harrow Hill FC against Longlevens. 

Lydney took their time getting into the game but 

eventually won 4-1. 
The boys are coached by Dean Morgan and John 

Underwood and play their home games at Yorkley FC. 
They have played a fantastic season going unbeaten 

and winning league and cup. 

Josh, Ben, Lewis, Mason and Luke play for Ruardean 
Hill Rangers U15s who also had a very successful 

season and were runners up in both the Cheltenham 
Youth League and The Matthew Wyatt cup. 

The boys have worked incredibly hard for their success 
and deserve every moment of enjoying  their glory.  

Ms A Meredith 

Football  Jake’s got the power 

Power Lifting 
Fifteen year old Jake Turley is celebrating his success at 

the South West League Power Lifting competition where 

he qualified for the youth nationals. 
After completing three successful lifts which included a 

50kg bench press, a 117.5kg squat and a 150kg deadlift, 
Jake was thrilled to discover that he had exceeded the 

qualifying limit by 27.5 points and he is now looking 

forward to August where he will be competing in the Youth 
Nationals at Moulton College in Northampton. 

Jake, who is in year 10, took up the sport last summer and 
trains regularly at the Fortitude Gym in Lydney where he 

was encouraged by his coach to enter the competition. 
Jake commented “I was really nervous to start with but 

after I had completed my first lift the nerves went and I 

started to enjoy the experience.  I can’t wait for the next 
stage of the competition.” 

Running 
Congratulations 

to Ella Knight in 

year 9 for 
completing a 

10.5k run at 
Speech House in 

May.  

Well done Ella! 
Mrs E O’Regan 

Josh Allford, Ben Ball, Lewis Drew, Mason 
Cunliffe, Drew Roberts, Luke Underwood and 

Kieran Williams  

Acrobatics 
In May, Finley Stenner in 

year 8 represented Wales in 

the Inter Regional Acrobatic 
N D P  q u a l i f i e r  i n 

Southampton.   
Finley competed in a mixed 

pair at grade 3.  He did 

really well coming fourth 
place with his best score to 

date! 
In June, Finley qualified for 

the British Tumbling finals in 
Nottingham. Finley did a 

great job at the finals and 

received a bronze medal in 
the age 13+ level 2.  Well done!  Mr A Stradling   

Representing Wales: 

Finley Stenner 
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Extra Curricular 

Race Running Charlie 
Year 11 student and race 

runner Charlie Denman is busy 
raising funds for a forthcoming 

trip to Barcelona where she will 
be representing her country at 

the Cerebral Palsy International 

Spor ts  and Rec reat i on 
Association (CPISRA) World 

Games.  
Sixteen year old Charlie took 

up race running just two years 
ago and has gone from 

strength to strength with her 

s i g h t s  f i r m l y  s e t  o n 
representing Team GB at the 

Paralympics in Tokyo 2020.   
The sport involves the use of a 

running bike which has a three-

wheeled frame with a saddle 
and body support.    

To help Charlie raise funds for 

Scouting Adventure 
Ellie Ovens in year 11 is saving up for 

the trip of a lifetime to West Virginia 

where she has earned a place at the 
24th World Scout Jamboree in the 

summer. 
Over 50,000 scouts from all over the 

world will be attending the event at the 

Summit Bechtel Scout Reserve and Ellie 
is just one of eight scouts from The Forest of Dean who has 

been selected to go.   
Ellie has been part of the Scouting Association since she was 

six years old and is now a Freeminer Explorer.  Whilst at the 
Jamboree, Ellie will be taking part in various activities from 

high wires, to climbing. To help cover the cost of the trip, Ellie 

has been busy organising fundraising events such as quiz 
nights, bag packing sessions in supermarkets and race nights. 

Ellie said “This experience will help me gain new skills and 
friendships that will last a lifetime.  It will change thousands 

of lives, which will impact all our futures for the better.” 

Charlie Denman 

on her way to 
compete in 

Barcelona 

Will Compton in year 9 represented the Forest Schools at 

Cheltenham in Junior Hammer on Saturday 9th June and 
won The Gloucestershire Schools Championship with a 

personal best of 43 metres.  
On the 16th June Will then travelled to Exeter to 

represent Gloucestershire Schools where he threw a new 

PB of 44.72m winning The South West Schools 
Championship.   

On Friday 13th July Will attended the English School 
Athletics Track and Field Championships at Alexander 

Stadium in Birmingham. He competed in the Hammer and 
came second, throwing a fantastic distance of 47.72m 

earning him a silver medal in the National Schools 

Championship. Well done! Mrs C Lavender 

Junior Hammer 

Students had lots of 

fun raising money for 
the mental health 

charity Young Minds 
by soaking their 

teachers.  In doing 

so, they raised a total 

of £47.75! 

Soak a Teacher 

SUMMER 2018  

this amazing opportunity staff at 

the school held a cake sale and 
raffle.  Mrs Anna McCoy, 

Assistant Director of the SEN 
Faculty thanked staff for their 

generosity, commenting “We 

raised £114 for Charlie’s trip to 
Barcelona.  We cannot thank the 

staff enough for their support. It 
means a great deal to Charlie 

and her family.” 
Charlie’s mum thanked the staff 

at the school for “always 

suppor t i ng  Cha r l ie ”  and 
commented “We have now 

managed to buy her England kit 
and pay the competition costs.  

Thank you for not only making a 

difference to Charlie now but 
also supporting her future.  We 

can’t thank you enough!” 
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Transition  

SUMMER 2018  

A Taste of Big School 
Big bangs, pizzas and a murder mystery were 

all in a day’s work for primary school children 

across the Forest as they attended a recent 
year 5 taster event. Pupils went on an out-

of-this world ‘Mission to Mars’ in the Science 
Labs where they made use of the science 

equipment and launched a rocket.  

In the Maths and Computing 
Faculty the children were tasked 

with solving a ‘Whodunit’ using 
special codes.  The year 5 pupils 

also experienced a real ‘taste’ for 
secondary school life in the Food 

Technology rooms where they made some delicious 

pizzas and in the school restaurant where they were 
able to sample food from the menu. 

Ms Alison Meredith, the Primary Transition Leader 
said “The Year 5 children thoroughly enjoyed their 

experience with us and went home on the buses 

chatting excitedly about their action packed day.” 
Carys Jones, one of the year 7 helpers commented “I 

wanted to help because I wanted to see my old primary 
school, Bream C of E.  First we were in Science with Mr 

Year 6 Transition Days 

Dodgeball 

Fun 

Archery, alchemy, giant Jenga, and water 

rockets were just some of the fun activities on 
offer at The Dean Academy Summer Fayre 

following three days of lessons and workshops 
for the year 6 children who will be starting at 

the school in September.   

The event provided parents with an 
opportunity to purchase school uniform and 

equipment in preparation for the new school 
year. One parent commented “My son had a 

great three days at the school. He enjoyed 
finding out his tutor group, meeting new 

friends and trying the food in the canteen.  He 

loved the goodie bag at the Summer Fayre and 
collecting his shield and 

pot that they had made.   
It has been lovely to see 

him come home so happy 

about moving up and 
feeling settled and ready 

to start in 
September.” 
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Archery Tag 

Alchemy 

Making Shields 

Rockets 

Archery 

Child where we flew bottle rockets in a Mission to Mars 

project. Then we did some cooking with Mrs Gittins-
Jones.  They made pizzas and they smelled amazing!  

Lastly, we were in Maths with Mrs Jones, we had to find 
out about a murder mystery.  We used codes to work 

out the murder weapon and murderer.  It was fun but 

hard.” 
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Fine Art on Display 
A magnificent display of colour and creativity was 

showcased at The Dean Academy’s annual Fine Art 

Exhibition. 
Year 10 and 11 art students invited friends and family 

along to the event to peruse their paintings and 
marvel at their masterpieces. The exhibition was also 

attended by the Mayor of Lydney, Bob Berryman, who 

congratulated the “talented” students on their 
exhibition.   

Mrs Kate Charles who teaches Art at the school 
explained “This year we have included the work of our 

year 10 students as well as year 11 as we wanted to 
give them an earlier experience of having their work 

on show.  It was a lovely evening and we have 

received lots of positive comments from parents.”  



 

 

Ambassadors: Kieran Hudson, Poppy Truman, Olivia Whiffin, Cerys Money, Eve Jones, Maisie Popplewell, Holly 
Gardiner, David Hale, Freya Symonds, Jason Matthews, Kacey Taylor, Molly Preest, Josh Findley Huxstep, Sam 
Sroka, Sabrina Blackwell and Cerys Beddington 

Restorative Practice Ambassadors 
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This term, sixteen members of years 7, 8 

and 9 completed their training to become 
Restorative Practice Ambassadors. 

Students were chosen from a large field 
of applicants to be the first trained in the 

restorative principles which we have been 

adopting as a school over the past year. 
These are allowing us to 

 help students and staff build 

and maintain better 
relationships 

 develop a greater engagement 

in learning across the school 

 help students become more 

confident in their social and 
emotional understanding  

The new ambassadors worked really hard over three 
training sessions in order to become a key part in our 

drive to develop a sense of community in school, having 

learnt the skills needed to help their peers reflect on 
and rebuild relationships with friends and classmates.  

Their final session was run by Paul Moran, a nationwide 
Restorative Practice Leader. He spoke very highly of all 

involved, recognising their enthusiasm, their 

commitment and their willingness to help the school 
build a better future.  “Having some of their training run 

by a key thinker in Restorative Practice has really 

he lped th is 
g r o u p  o f 

students to 
understand the 

p r i n c i p l e s 

behind their 
work next year. 

They will become the cornerstone of students working 
together to build a stronger and more productive future 

in school and I am hugely proud of all their efforts this 
year” said Mrs Emily Smith, who co-ordinated and ran 

the training. All students will be identifiable to others by 

their new ties, which will be 
presented to them in assembly 

on the final day of term. Further 
opportunities will be on offer 

throughout the next academic 

year for more people to be 
t ra ined;  tutors  w i l l  be 

advertising these throughout the 
year.  

Circle time 

Developing a sense of community 

"We think relationships matter in school 

because it shows respect, not only for 
yourself but for the others involved in the 

relationship too. Building strong 
relationships helps everyone to gain 

confidence and trust. We enjoy being 

Restorative Practice Ambassadors 
because it feels amazing knowing that 

you have helped someone to rebuild a 
strong relationship after it has suffered 

from some problems. It's not our 

job to judge who is right or wrong, 
we just want to help them to sort 

out whatever disagreement they 
have had. We want other students 

to feel as though they have support 

and we will encourage them to 
come to us if they are ever in need." 

Cerys Beddington and Maisie 
Popplewell 9JCR 
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Nurture Group 

EPIC Residential 
In July, six EPIC students went to Abbey Home 

Farm in Cirencester along with Mrs Hankinson and 

Ms McCormick for a four night residential trip. 
Abbey Home Farm is a 1600 acre organic farm that 

has a farm shop and café that you can visit. 
Whilst we were there we did lots of activities, 

including milking cows, collecting eggs and boxing 

and labelling them, feeding the pigs and grooming 
the horses. There was so much to do there, so we 

had to get up really early. We dug up potatoes and 
harvested garlic and raspberries (and ate a few of 

them too!). All of the milk, eggs and vegetables 
were then sold in the farm shop.  

We also cooked our own food and lots of the 

students had the chance to try foods that they had 
never tried before, such as haloumi and frittata, as 

well as making foods that we often buy 
readymade, like garlic bread. 

We also learnt how to chop wood and make a fire 

in the woods. You had to be really patient when 
doing this, but we never gave up. We then cooked 

sausages and veggie-burgers and put them into 
freshly made bread rolls and ate them in the 

woods. Delicious! 

It was pretty hot while we there and the best way 

to cool off was under 

the sprinkler! 
Everybody had such 

a wonderful time that 
we wanted to stay 

another week! 

 
“I am very grateful for this trip 

and it has probably been a 10 
out of 10 for me”  Jack  

 
“I really enjoyed the farm. I 

liked milking the cows because 

it was really interesting” 
Maddox 

Mrs S Hankinson 

Hockey 

Cooking 

Drawing 

This term in Nurture Group we have shared group skills. 

Each student chose a skill they had that they could teach 
the rest of the group.  

We have enjoyed a variety of lessons and learnt a lot 
about football, drama, cooking, drawing and the ukulele.   

Our students were very confident teachers and we all 

really enjoyed the lessons. It was great to see the 
students delivering their skills in a mature and polite 

manner.  Ms K Buckley 

Ukulele 

National Autism Society 
Summer Activities 

Autism Activity Week 
Times: Monday 9.30am-
3 p m /  T u e s d a y , 

Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday 10am-2pm 

Venue: Alderman Knight 

Schoo l ,  Tewkesbury        
Daily Contribution: £15 

Group size: Maximum of 
15 

This is a drop off session for young people on the 

autism spectrum, supported by school staff and 
volunteers. 

If you would like more information about this week, 
please contact Janet Davies on 01684 295639 
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Understanding your child’s behaviour 

A Solihull Approach group for parents and carers. 

 Would you like to know more about your child’s development? 

 Do you understand your child’s behaviour? 

 Would you like a chance to meet with other parents with 

children of a similar age? 
 Do you know why children have temper tantrums? 

Groups are held for parents and carers in The Forest of Dean for age 
ranges from birth to 18 years. 

The groups are for parents and carers who want to know more about 
parenting and how children develop, and to understand children’s 

behaviour better. 
Evaluation of previous groups has shown that parents have found this 

helpful, they tend to feel less anxious and their children’s behaviour 

tends to improve. 
We will explore issues like: 

 Having fun together 

 Communication 

 Development needs 

 Parenting styles 

 Behaviour difficulties  

 Sleep 

The group will run for two hours once a week for ten weeks. Groups 

do not run in the school holidays. 

This course and everything you need is free. 
There will be a coffee morning before the group starts so that you 

can meet the group facilitators. 
The next available course takes place 7.15pm – 9.15pm on 

September 18th and 25th,  
October 2nd, 9th, 16th, 

30th, November 6th, 13th, 

20th and 27th at The Dean 
Academy, Church Road, 

Lydney, Gloucestershire, 
GL15 5DZ. 

Don’t worry if you do not 

know anyone else coming 
to the group as one of the 

course leaders will contact 
you before the group starts 

We will tell you more about 
the course and ask you 

what you want to get out of 

it. 
If you would like to attend 

this group or for further 
details contact Barry 

Stevens, Family Support 

Worker 
on 01594 562628 / 

01594 562985 or email 
fsw@bream.gloucs.sch.uk 
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Important notice from 
James Bevan Coaches  
With effect from 1st September 2018 James 
Bevan Coaches will no longer be accepting 

cash on The Dean Academy route (Newnham, 

Bullo, Blakeney, Lydney (outside Town Hall). 
Please note this only affects current fare 

paying passengers.  It does not affect 
students who have a bus pass. 

School Terms and Holidays 
2018 - 2019 

TERM 1 INSET DAY Monday 3rd September (staff only) 
 BEGINS  Tuesday 4th September (students return) 
 ENDS  Friday 19th October (3.15 p.m.) 
 HOLIDAY Monday 22nd October – Monday 29th October 
 INSET DAY Tuesday 30th October (staff only) 
TERM 2 INSET DAY Wednesday 31st October (staff only) 
 BEGINS  Thursday 1st November (students return) 
 ENDS  Wednesday 19th December 
 INSET DAY Thursday 20th December (staff only) 
 HOLIDAY Friday 21st December – Friday 4th January 
TERM 3 BEGINS  Monday 7th January (students return) 
 ENDS  Friday 15th February (3.15 p.m.) 
 HOLIDAY Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 
TERM 4 INSET DAY Monday 25th February (staff only) 
 BEGINS  Tuesday 26th February (students return) 
 ENDS  Friday 5th April (3.15 p.m.) 
 HOLIDAY Monday 8th April – Monday 22nd April 
TERM 5 BEGINS  Tuesday 23rd April (students return) 
 MAY-DAY HOL. Monday 6th May 
 ENDS  Friday 24th May 
 HOLIDAY Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 
TERM 6 BEGINS  Monday 3rd June  
 INSET DAY Friday 28th June (staff only) 
 ENDS  Tuesday 23rd July (12.30 p.m.) 
 HOLIDAY Wednesday 24th July – Friday 30th August 

SUMMER 2018  

Cost: £500 per year 

1st instalment: September 2018 – 
February 2019 - £291.66 (payment 

required no later than 17th August 
2018) 

2nd instalment :March 2019 – July 

2019  - £208.34 (payment required 
no later than 8th February 2019) 

Please contact James Bevan Coaches direct 

or pick up the information from the school 
reception which includes an application form, 

payment details and timetable. 

Attendance 
Congratulations to all students who have achieved 

100% attendance this academic year.  It is the 

expectation that all Dean Academy students will 
achieve this wonderful level, each year, during 

their time with us.  By being in school and lessons 
for 100% of the time students get 950 hours of 

lessons each year.  This will give them maximum 

potential to succeed and set them up for the 
future.  Could parents please make sure that the 

school holds up to date contact details for 
students in case of emergencies. 

New Weekly Attendance Lotto 
From September 2018 students with 100% 

attendance will be put into a weekly Lotto draw 

for each Key Stage with a prize of £5 voucher.  
Students with 100% attendance each term will 

receive a postcard home and 10 achievement 
points.  Improved attendance from the previous 

term will also be recognised in the same manner. 

Mrs J Stephens 

Year 10 Work Experience 
All of our year 10s recently went out on Work 

Experience.  We have already had some very 

positive feedback about student experiences.  Thank 
you to all of the businesses and organisations who 

have hosted a student.  Work Experience is a key 
part of preparing our students for their Post-16 lives 

and your support is highly valued.  Mrs E O’Regan  

Eve gets to grips with CPR 

Activities Week 
A variety of activities were on offer for students during the 

last week  of term.  Activities ranged from First Aid and 
CPR to problem solving team activities.  Trips were also 

organised to Techniquest, Drayton Manor and Alton 
Towers.  Assistant Head Mr Matt Ball commented “This is 

an excellent opportunity for students and staff to work 

together, experience new activities, develop new skills and 
have fun.” 
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A group of year 7 students hosted a 

very special Tea Party on Saturday 
19th May to help members of the 

local community join together to 
celebrate the Royal Wedding. 

The wedding was projected onto the 

big screen in the drama hall where 
tables had been specially decorated 

and the catering staff provided a 
cream tea spread which was served 

by the year 7 students during the 
televised event.   

The event, which was funded by the 

Forest Lions, was attended by the 
Deputy Mayor Brian Pearman who 

commented “This has been a 
wonderful community event.  To 

have the year 7 pupils at the 

forefront of it is superb, they have 
really looked after us all.  They are a 

real credit to their school and their 
parents.” 

Members of the local Royal British 
Legion, residents of Goode Court in 

Lydney and relatives of the students 

were among those on the guest list 
for the event.  Mr Ben Grant, 

the Head of Year 7, who helped 
to organ ise the event 

commented “I am tremendously 

proud of our students.  What a 
wonderful day to enjoy a 

national celebration, it has been 
a true community gathering.”   

Mr Tom Beveridge, the Head of 

School and Ms Janine Fox, the 
Chair of Governors attended the 

event with their families and 
thanked staff and students for 

their contribution to the 
success of the day. 

Residents of Goode Court enjoy 

the celebrations 

A credit to the school: Year 7 students get ready to serve 

Bringing the Community Together for a Right Royal Do 


