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Head Teacher’s Update 

As I write for the last 

time as Acting Head at 
The Dean Academy, 

the sun is shining, year 
11 have left and are 

awaiting their exam 

results in August, year 
10 are on work 

experience week and 
year 7 are just setting 

off for their visit to 
Chepstow Castle. As 

you can imagine, 

everything is eerily 
quiet, particularly after 

last week when all our 
year 6 students were in school for their induction week. 

This gave them a real chance to get to know the school 

and relieve any anxieties they may have. The year 6 
summer fayre had a (loosely) medieval theme with a 

barbecue and lots of sunshine! We had a glorious year 11 
prom in June and the venue were very complimentary 

about the behaviour of our students which was indeed 
exemplary. They have all worked very hard in the run up to 

their examinations and we wish them all well in their 

chosen careers and educational pathways.  
We continue to instil our core values of resilience, respect 

student and we would like to wish 

her the best of luck as she ‘moves 
up’ again to further her dance 

studies at the college of her choice. 
The cast members performed to 

year 6s on the afternoon of Friday 

15th of July as the final act of the 
year 6 week. Cast members were 

also given the opportunity to invite 
their friends and family to an open 

dress rehearsal on Thursday 
evening during the Summer Fayre. 

We would like to thank everyone 

who supported and attended, as 
well as Mrs Akamine for working 

with the cast to create an 
entertaining and insightful thirty 

minute performance that we were 

all proud to be part of.  
Zac Arnold, Year 10 

Special Drama Club Performance for Year 6 children 
In June a group of 16 key stage 3 

and 4 students devised a 
performance aimed at year 6 

students called ‘Moving Up’ in 
September.  

We worked really hard to create a 

company ethos where ensemble 
performing would explore the 

subject. We aimed to honestly show 
that there is a level of anxiety 

around new routines and a change 
of environment. We shared our own 

experiences to develop some of the 

scenes but we also wanted to take 
some of the feelings to extremes to 

highlight the comedy. We wanted 
to stress that it was in set in an 

imaginary school not in The Dean 

Academy. There were influences 
from Glee; High School Musical and 

Grease. The basic message that we 
wanted to convey was that we are 

a nice group of students who 
basically do actually want to learn. 

Joining us will be a bit scary at first 

but persevere and in the end you 
really will be okay. It was great to 

work with Kayleigh Boyle, a former 

for others and aiming for excellence through 

collaboration. To support this, all our year 8 
students had a STEM day with a focus on 

teamwork and problem solving and on the last day 
of term year 9 students have the opportunity to 

attend an off-site team building day.  

We are now fully staffed for September, having 
made some excellent appointments including the 

new Head of School, Tom Beveridge and a new 
Assistant Head, Emily Smith. Tom and Emily have 

made several visits to the school getting to know 
staff and ensuring we have a really positive start to 

the new academic year. We say a fond farewell to 

Craig Burns (Deputy Head), Alison Simpson 
(Assistant Head), Steve Cashmore (Head of Year 

9), Andrew Elliott (English), Matt Cain (English), 
Carlo Hooper (Music) Abbie Ward (PE), Charlotte 

Morris (History) and Paul Lawton (Maths). I would 

like to conclude by thanking colleagues, parents, 
governors, the Athelstan Trust and the wider 

community for all your positivity in what has been 
a year of significant change. I anticipate, under 

Tom’s leadership and the continued support from 
all stakeholders that The Dean Academy will 

rapidly become a truly great school. I wish you all 

a lovely summer break.  
John Barrett, Acting Head Teacher 



 

 

Art, Design and Production Faculty 

A Royal Navy chef visited a class of 

year 10 Food Technology students to 
deliver a special ‘Food Fit For Life’ 

cooking workshop and demonstration. 
Petty Officer Gavin Brown was 

impressed with the cooking skills 

demonstrated by the students who 
were asked to make a chicken curry 

using a special secret ingredient.  
Petty Officer Gavin explained “The 

workshop is designed to promote 
healthy eating and to show students 

the different careers that are available 

in the Royal Navy.”  

Secret Ingredient for Success 
One student commented "I had 

never really thought that a chef in 
the Royal Navy was so important. 

 If people aren't fed properly, how 
can they fight or protect?" 

Food Technology Teacher Mrs 

Gittins-Jones said “The workshop 
was a great opportunity for our 

students to talk to and cook with 
a chef from the Armed Forces; 

they found out lots of information 
and learnt the secret ingredient to 

a good curry - a Bounty bar!”  

MasterChef 2016  
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Chefs on Tour 
GCSE Food Technology students 

were treated to a morning of 

cooking demonstrations courtesy of 
Shaun Naen from Gloucestershire 

College.  Shaun, who is a caterer at 
the college cooked 4 dishes in front 

of the students giving them the 

opportunity to see a professional 
chef in action and the chance to 

sample some really tasty food!  
Shaun cooked four dishes inspired 

by cuisine from Borneo.  The 

dishes included stewed chicken 
with coconut milk, sweet and 

sour chicken, chicken and 
avocado salad and a noodle 

dish.  Shaun explained “I love 

cooking because of my mother 
and grandma.  I have had a 

wonderful career as a chef and 
in 2010 I cooked for the 

Queen. It is important to be 
positive about the things you 

want to do in life.” 

Winners: Tom Billingham 

and Mr Webb 

As part of the Healthy Eating Week, 

students and teachers were invited to 
take part in The Dean Academy, 

MasterChef competition. The 9 teams 
had to prepare and present a healthy 

dish in 1 hour. The MasterChef 

judges, Mrs Sayers-Wallace and Mrs 
Gittins Jones-Torode had the ‘difficult’ 

job of tasting the amazing food. “The 
entries were of an excellent standard 

and competition between teams was 
obvious!”  

The winning teams were: 
 

Gold - Mr Webb & Tom Billingham  
Roasted broccoli and rice salad with 
miso and Chorizo, potato and pepper 
tortilla 
Sliver - Mrs Eveleigh & Freya 

McGowan Creamy mint and pea 
pasta with bacon and parmesan  
Bronze - Mrs Rodway & Taylor Jeffs  
Chicken, Chorizo and chickpea Paella 
 

Thank you to all who took part, it 

was a hot but fun afternoon. 
Mrs Gittins Jones 
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Art, Design and Production Faculty 

Year 9 students at The Dean Academy enjoyed a highly 
charged engineering workshop about renewable energy 

as part of a special project funded by the Ernest Cook 
Trust. 

Chris Beer the Business and Activities Lead for 

STEMworks visited the school to enthuse students about 
engineering and to help develop team working and STEM 

skills (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). The 
students were tasked with making a wind turbine to 

generate electricity which would then power a vehicle 
that the students had to design, budget and build.  Chris 

explained “The aim of the project is to learn about 

renewable energy and to hopefully inspire the next 
generation of engineers.  The children were set a very 

challenging task and they have done really well.”  
The teams were judged on the distance and speed of 

their vehicle.  Chris added “I saw some really good ideas 

and designs from the students.  Designing electrically 
powered cars is something that this generation could be 

working on in the future.” 
Mr  Andrew Winstanley, Director of Faculty commented “Our students really enjoyed the 

workshop which was both exciting and stimulating.  It was a great opportunity for them to 
work in teams and develop their STEM skills in an interesting and practical way.”   

Lily Matthews, Molly Popplewell and Alice Cresswell were the winners for the fastest vehicle 

and the winning team for distance was Migkel Keivani, Niall Woolvern and Josh Turley. 

Generating Enthusiasm for Engineering 

GCSE Art Exhibition 
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Year 11 Art students proudly showcased 

their work to friends and family recently 
to celebrate the end of their studies.  The 

exhibition included sketch books, 
portraits, sculptures and landscapes all 

based on various themes.  Teacher of Art, 

Mrs Kate Charles said “The students were 
really keen to exhibit the work that they 

have created for their GCSE course.  We 
have had a really good turnout and there 

has been lots of positive feedback from 
parents.”  

Art student Olivia Skipsey whose work 

was exhibited explained “I really love 
history and a lot of my work is built 

around this theme.  My World War One 
poppy sculpture is based on ideas of 

identity and heritage; there are broken 

mirrors in the work which symbolises how 
the past can be reflected in the present.” 

Kate de Selincourt, mother of exhibitor 
Rebecca Clarke commented “The 

exhibition has been fabulous, there is an 
amazing amount of work here and there 

are some beautiful drawings.  I have been 

blown away by the talent.” 
Year 9 students made canapés and 

served refreshments for visitors 
throughout the evening. 

Olivia Skipsey  

Emily Page 

Jordan James 
Sarah Burgess 

Rebecca Clarke 
Alice Seymour 

Amber Mullinger Emily Powell 
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Art, Design and Production Faculty 

South West Young Chef Competition 
Congratulations to Amy Spiller in year 10 who represented The 

Dean Academy and the Forest Of Dean in the South West Young 

Chef competition 2016.  

Amy successfully got through to the 

Gloucestershire County heats along with 

5 other young chefs. 

Her dish had to show locally produced 

ingredients and be prepared from 

scratch. The dishes were timed, 

observed and tasted by leading Michelin 

chefs from Gloucestershire. Although 

Amy produced a fantastic dish that 

showed a range of skills, the competition 

was very high.  

Well done Amy, a real experience into 

the expectations of a successful chef. 

Mrs Gittins Jones 

“It was a day packed full of fun for 

all.  There was cooking, water 
courses, sewing survival bags and 

other activities.  Overall, it was an 
enjoyable experience.”  

Eleanor Cowell 

Year 8 DJC Technology Day 
Year 8 students recently enjoyed a day of problem solving and team 

building as part of a challenging Technology day. 
Mr Andrew Winstanley, Director of Art, Design and Production explained 

“The idea of the day is for students to develop their skills in STEM subjects 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) through a variety of 

fun and engaging activities.  It was a fantastic day, our students were 

really enthused and enjoyed coming up with problem solving ideas.” 
Throughout the day the students were tasked with building bridges and 

cranes, making and cooking their lunch on an open fire with help from Mrs 
Rosemary Morgan of Greenways Forest Schools, making survival bags from 

recycled materials and transporting water without touching the water 
container.   

Other team building activities included ski and rope circle walking. 
Ski walking 

Stilt walking 

Building a crane 

Outdoor cooking with Rosemary 

Morgan, Forest Schools Leader 

“We had to design and make a car to 

take from one end of the field to 
another.  I really enjoyed working 

independently and I enjoyed the 
construction.” 

Kai James 

What are your 
thoughts about 

the day? 
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Communications Faculty 

T e a c h e r s  f r o m  t h e 

Communications Faculty have 

been putting the emphasis on 

fun whilst sharing their 

classroom skills and expertise 

with members of staff from 

across the school as part of 

the collaborative Faculty in 

Focus programme. 

Sessions have included a 

crash course in Spanish 

a n d  F r e n c h ,  a 

discussion on journalism 

and the newspaper 

industry and looking at 

games as a way to help 

students progress.  

D i r e c t o r  o f 

Communications, Mrs 

Victoria Eveleigh said 

“The theme is centred 

around the idea that 

students and staff work 

and learn really well when they’re having fun together and we really 

wanted to share some of the creative ways that we inject fun into 

learning.  French, Spanish, Literature and English Language as subjects 

can be very grammar and vocabulary driven. We believe that it should 

be approached in as many interesting and exciting ways as possible. We 

Learning new language skills 

Games Master Mr Phil McNeill  

also believe in using quick and easy 

ideas that can be adapted and recycled 

for different topics and groups.  The 

result of that was the idea of 

‘FUNdamental’: everything we do is 

fundamental to student progress and 

achievement, so adding fun makes sure 

that it is enjoyable throughout. Games 

are the obvious choice, so we’ve been 

looking at everything from ‘Taboo’ or 

‘Pictionary’ for keywords or concepts 

right up to ‘Trivial Pursuit’ or ‘Jenga’ for 

developing responses. We’ve also been 

exploring the theory behind whole class 

role play, using ‘Mario Karts’ on the Wii 

as a kick-point for writing and students 

developing games themselves.” 

The Director of World Affairs Miss 

Rosbrook commented “I have really 

e n j o y e d  t h e 

c h a n c e  t o 

experience some 

of the active 

s e s s i o n s  t h e 

Communications 

team embed into 

their lessons to 

encourage a love of languages.”   

Faculty in Focus 

Maths and Computing Faculty  

Year 10 Business Enterprise 
Our Business Studies students have been getting busy setting up shop 

as part of their Level 2 Business Enterprise course.  Students worked in 

teams to set up and run a successful enterprise with proceeds going to 
a charity of their choice, some of whom have selected Macmillan 

Cancer Relief, Cancer Research and Charlton Farm, a children’s hospice 
in the south west. 
 

‘iBadges’ sold out of custom designed badges! 

‘Phases’ created and sold some bespoke phone cases. 
‘Chocobab’ made a range of fruit kebabs and popcorn cups 

drizzled in warm chocolate sauce straight from the 

fountain! 
‘Udderly Delicious’ created a successful range of 

chocolate-based milkshakes made with ice-cream, such as 
Oreo cookie or Malteser! 

‘GoHoody’ sold a range of custom designed hoodies. 
 

In all, our fledgling entrepreneurs found the event enlightening and 

educational and we certainly hope to see their names in the list of 
successful businesses in the near future.  

Ms J Webb 

Enterprising: Abby Brice from 

Chocobab at the Summer Fayre 
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Maths and Computing Faculty  
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UKMT Maths Challenge 

Students at the academy achieved two silvers and 

two bronzes in this year’s UKMT Intermediate Maths 
Challenge.  In the Junior Maths Challenge students 

from years 7 and 8 achieved one silver and eleven 
bronzes.  A big well done to all the students listed 

below:  

Intermediate 

Nathan Allen, Year 10 – Silver, Best in Year (tie) 
Sophie Wyman, Year 10 – Silver, Best in Year (tie) 

Tiana Gwynne, Year 10 – Bronze 
Jamie Saunders, Year 10 – Bronze 

Kara Dummett, Year 9 – Best in Year 

Junior 
Timothy Summerfield, Year 7 – Silver,  

Best in Year, Best in School  
Oliver Shattock, Year 8 – Bronze, Best in Year  

Karson Turner, Year 8 – Bronze 
Paige Osborne, Year 8 – Bronze 

Alexander Roberts, Year 7 – Bronze 

Nico Green, Year 7 – Bronze 
Zoe Spiller, Year 7 – Bronze 

Katie Jones, Year 7 – Bronze 
Jaiden Preest, Year 7 – Bronze 

Emily McCoy, Year 7 – Bronze 

Jaime Payne, Year 7 – Bronze 
Rosie Day, Year 7 – Bronze 

Miss McLennan 

Year 5 Transition Days 
 

 

“My favourite character 
was Rover! He’s cool!” 

BBC Micro:Bits 
Up to 1 million BBC micro:bits have 

been given to year 7 students across 

the UK for free, as part of a BBC 
education initiative called Make It 

Digital.  The campaign aims to 
inspire young people to get creative 

and develop core skills in Science, 

Technology and Engineering; and 
unleash a new generation of coders 

and programmers, inventors and 
pioneers. 

Every year 7 student at the academy 
has been given their own BBC 

micro:bit along with a USB and 

battery pack.  The BBC micro:bit is 
a pocket-sized computer that can 

be coded, customised and 
controlled to bring digital ideas, 

games and apps to life. The 

micro:bit can create anything from 
games and animations to scrolling 

stories at school, at home and on 
the go - all that is needed 

is imagination and creativity! 
For the last term, our students have 

been busy programming flashing 

hearts, night lights, tunes, Truth of 
Dare, Rock, Paper, Scissors games 

and designing and creating their own 

projects.  
Now that we are at the end of the 

school year micro:bits are being sent 
home so your child can continue to 

experiment and develop code over 

the summer and into the new year if 
they wish.  So Maths and Computing 

Faculty here at the academy would 
like to wish our year 7s a fantastic 

and code-filled summer break!   
Ms Webb 

Year 5 children from local primary schools recently spent 

some time in our Maths and Computing Faculty and used 
a variety of software to learn new coding skills.  Kodu, 

Scratch and Micro:bits proved to be a really enjoyable way 
to learn more about coding. 

Scratch software was used to create fantastic animations. 

Kodu was a big hit with our young visitors as they created 
new worlds and programmed characters to race against 

each other.  They also had an opportunity to try out the 
new micro:bits which can be used for all sorts of cool 

creations, from robots to musical instruments – the 
possibilities are endless. The micro:bit is a handheld, fully 

programmable computer. It can detect motion and tell you 

which direction you’re heading in, and it can use a low 
energy Bluetooth connection to interact with other devices 

– clever!  Below are their comments. Ms Webb 
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Year 11 Prom took place at The Chase Hotel on Thursday 

30th June. The prom committee had been meticulously 
planning the event throughout this academic year and had 

left no stone unturned. It is always a hotly anticipated event 
on our calendar, an event which the students had deserved 

for all their hard work they have put in during the last 5 

years.  
The students started the evening with photographs at 

Bathurst Park and outside the academy, where their families 
could see the whole year group together for the last time. 

The students arrived in style, ranging from classic cars to 
stretched Humers and were all immaculately dressed. The 

girls, wearing some stunning dresses and the boys looking 

rather dapper in their sharp 
suits. 

This year’s prom prince and 
princess were; Lewis Laughton 

and Sarah Burgess and the 

prom king and queen were; 
Derry Burgum-Palama and Jodie 

Manley.  Mr A Stradling 

Year 11 Prom 
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Feedback from the evening: 

PCD Events said “This is one of the best schools we 
have worked with, there wasn't any queue jumping 

and we received lots of thanks throughout the whole 
night.”  

The Chase Hotel commented “We would like to thank 

staff and students for all the hard work in preparation 
for the evening.  The students were superb and were 

very well behaved, one of the best Prom’s they’ve 
ever had!” 

Both students and staff had an amazing evening and 
it was a really successful event enjoyed by all. The 

Dean Academy would like to wish our year 11 leavers 

a final farewell and we wish them all the success for 
the future. 

Year 11 Prom 
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Sports Day 

 

Year 7 
Harrison Davis – 200m, 400m and High Jump 

Tim Summerfield – Shot Putt 
Saffira Maguire-Tombs – Shot Putt 

Year 8 
Luke Underwood – 800m 

Jamie Laszlo – 1500m 
Ben Lodder – High Jump (Tied) 

Connor Price – High Jump (Tied) 
Connor Price – Long Jump 

Marcello Slee – Javelin 
Scarlett Pegler – 800m and 1500m 

Libby Beddis – High Jump 
Karson Turner – Shot Putt 

Year 9 
Sam Stenner – 100m 

Brandan Leach – 200m 
Jack Powell – 1500m 

Kieran James – High Jump 
Lizzie Laughton – Discus 

Year 10 
Harry Follos – Triple Jump 

Keaton Cullinane – Shot Putt 
Chloe Burcher – 800m, 1500m and Long Jump 

Kate Thorne – High Jump 

A big thank you to all the participants who made 

Sports Day 2016 a fantastic day and provided us with 
some enthralling competition.  

There were some fantastic individual performances in 
all years, but a special mention goes to years 8 & 9; 

whose events were nearly always full and who 

provided us with highly competitive races and events. 
Harrison Davis (year 7), Connor Price (year 8), 

Scarlett Pegler (year 8) and Chloe Burcher (year 10) 
all had days to remember breaking multiple school 

records.  
Mr P Glynn 
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Students sprang into action 

to raise money for the 
children’s charity Whizz-

Kidz by showing off their 
talents in a Spring 

Showcase event for friends 

and family. 
The evening was organised 

by GCSE Drama students Zac Arnold, 
Lily Shilston and Chloe Payne to give 

students the opportunity to 
showcase their performance skills.  

The audience were treated to a 

contemporary dance performance 
from year 7 student Chloe Watts, 

music from the academy’s jazz band 
Graften Funk, various solo 

performances and a short play which 

was written, performed and directed 
by members of the 

academy’s drama club.   
The event was part of 

an ongoing campaign by 
students to raise money 

for Whizz-Kidz, a 

charity which aims to 

Talented Fundraisers 

Duet: Betty Hughes & Ellie 

Paine sing ‘Stitches’ 

improve the quality of 

lives for disabled 
children.  Year 8 

s t u d e n t  B ra d l e y 
Hodgson who is in a 

wheelchair and is a 

W h i z z - K i d z 
ambassador spoke 

about how the charity 
organises fun days out for children 

across the country providing 
transport and access.   

Deputy Head Teacher, Craig Burns 

commented “It has been a privilege 
to support Whizz-Kidz.  I am really 

proud of our students for their hard 
work and commitment – they 

organised a fantastic event and 

raised well over £1,000.  We have 
some fabulous talent here at the 

academy.” 

Solo: Olivia 

Morgan sings 
‘Lego House’ 

The Dean Academy 

Drama Club in action  

Jazz: Band Graften Funk  

Dance: Chloe Watts 

dancing to ‘Chasing Cars’ 

Showcasing their skills:  Students from years 7 to 11 entertain family and friends 

Success for Betty 

Congratulations to Betty 

Hughes in year 10 who has 
been awarded the RSL Level 2 

Certificate in Popular Music 
Performance Grade 4 in 

Vocals.  The qualification is 

part of the Rock School Board 
of Music exams.   

Mrs E O’Regan 
JULY 2016  

Emil McCoy Year 7 
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A group of year 8 students explored the corridors of 

power during a recent visit to the Houses of Parliament. 
The trip was organised by the Director of World Affairs 

Miss Jo Rosbrook to help support their learning in Values 
and Society.  Students were able to take part in 

workshops about elections and voting and conducted mini 

debates.  They were also given a guided tour of the 
building and were able to sit on the famous green seats.  

Miss Rosbrook said “Our students were excellent 
throughout the day, asking questions about democracy in 

the UK, reflecting on why it was important to be an active 
citizen and taking part in the mock debate sessions in the 

Committee Rooms. One group were even lucky enough to 

spot Jeremy Corbyn and have a quick chat about their day 
with him.” 

Students Mollie-Mae Shilston and Holly Davis were both 
delighted when they spotted suffragette Emily Wilding 

Davison’s scarf stating “We were really excited to be 

present in a place that holds so much history in relation to 
the Votes for Women campaign – we’re really looking 

forward to learning more about it in History next year.” 

Leader of the Opposition Jeremy Corbyn with 

year 8 students and teacher Mrs Charlotte Morris 

Trip to the Houses of Parliament Should Britain leave the 
European Union? 

Year 8 and a number of classes in years 7 and 9 

focused on the European Union (EU) in the run up 
to the referendum on Thursday 23 June. They 

discovered how the EU developed and the pros and 
cons of remaining as part of the Bloc. Hot topics 

included the cost of food, freedom of movement 

and whether England could still take part in the 
Euros - the answer is yes … but they might need to 

spruce up on their footballing skills! 
Students were asked to cast their vote for ‘remain’ 

or ‘leave’ at the end of the lessons and overall, our 
KS3 students voted resoundingly to stay in the 

European Union.  Below are some of the comments 

made by our year 8 students.  Miss Rosbrook 

“I think we should stay because leaving may cause 

financial problems for the country. This is more 
important than a few migrants. Furthermore we rely 

on a lot of trade from Europe and our trading routes 
might get cut off.” Abbie Stewart 8N 

 

“The UK should leave the EU because we pay too 

much money to be involved – it’s not fair.” 
Daunte Billinghurst 8O 

“I don’t think we should leave. This is because if 

we leave there will be less job opportunities and 
travel opportunities. It could also cause an 

economic disaster.” Karson Turner 8N 

“I would vote to stay in the EU because it 

gives us support, things are sometimes 
cheaper and it’s said that 3.5 million jobs are 

directly linked to the EU. However, the 
number of migrants is rising as 500 new 

people come to Britain every day because of 

our open borders.” Paris Cherry 8N 

“I think leaving is a bad thing because some 

people will lose their jobs, we could lose our 
relationship with other countries and we’ll lose 

our chance to live anywhere in the EU.”  
Connie Rees 8O 

“We should leave because then we would 

have the money to spend on necessities like 
the NHS – we spend too much to be part of 

the EU.” Holly Jones 8O 
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Year 9 students at The Dean Academy had an opportunity to 

think about their futures beyond the academy during a 
specially organised Careers Day. 

Representatives from the Armed Forces, The Royal 
Agricultural University and Cragrats were on hand to provide 

workshops and advice to students about goal setting, CV 

writing, planning ahead and leadership skills.   Students were 
also introduced to the concepts of career pathways and 

standing out from the crowd.   
Mrs Ellie O’Regan, the Careers Co-ordinator at the academy 

said “Our students responded really positively to the day and 
it was great to hear aspirational conversations at all points in 

the day.  Many students really started to narrow down their 

ideas into focused goals for their futures.  Our aim is for every 
student to leave the academy knowing what their next step is 

going to be.” 

Kyle-Rex Rogers and James Mathews in year 9 

question 1Rifles representatives Martin Series and 
Chris Anderson about careers in the Armed Forces 

Kieren James, Jacob Watson, Chay Troiano and 

Josh Turley are put through their paces 

Year 10 GlosCol Taster Day 
On Wednesday 22nd June, 67 year 10 students 

spent the day at GlosCol, Five Acres Campus, 
alongside students from Dene Magna and Lakers 

School for a Post-16 Taster Day.  The day included 
a welcome talk from the Site Principal, a tour of 

the campus and facilities and the chance to try out 

a course taster of their choice.  Students could 
choose from; Health & Social Care/Early Years, 

Hair & Beauty, Business & ICT, Art & Design, 
Catering, Construction, Sixth Form and Outdoor 

Adventure.   
The staff were very welcoming and treated our 

students as their own.  They encouraged 

independence and confidence as they whisked 
them off on mountain bikes.  They showed them 

new skills while they screen printed and made 
pizza and chocolate truffles.  They developed their 

creativity whilst creating hair and beauty looks 

inspired by the Glastonbury Festival.  They showed 
them that they were capable of more than they 

thought while trying A-Level courses.  They helped 
our students be individuals who were starting to 

make decisions about their futures.  
Our students had a wonderful day and listening to 

the stories of their experiences being shared on 

the bus back was a lovely moment. 
Mrs E O’Regan 

Careers Day  

Gloucestershire Learner Aspiration and Awareness  

on the research project, which is 

about finding out how young people 
in the Gloucestershire area feel 

about higher education (university) 
and explor ing what dr ives 

aspirations.  

This project is being launched in a 
n u m b e r  o f  s c h o o l s  i n 

Gloucestershire, and results will be 
joined together to create a picture 

of our region. The results from the 
r e s e a r c h  w i l l  i n f o r m 

recommendations about how 

We are pleased to be part of an 

exciting research project working in 
partnership with the GROWS 

network in Gloucestershire. The 
GROWS network is a group of local 

universities and colleges supporting 

schools and young people in 
thinking about successful futures in 

education and into their chosen 
careers.  

The GROWS network is currently 
working with an educational 

company called Applied Inspiration 

schools, colleges and universities, 

and other stakeholders, can better 
support our young people in 

achieving their chosen pathways 
after school. 

We would like to say a huge “thank 

you!” to all our students who took 
part in the project. This is a great 

opportunity for their voices to be 
heard and opinions recognised.  

It is great that we can be part of 
such a project and we look forward 

to future initiatives!  Mrs E O’Regan 

An example of work produced by our 

students on the day. 
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Dressage Competition 

In May, year 8 student Beau Timmins took 

part in the RDA Mid-West Regional 
Dressage competition. He was very 

nervous but determined to do well. He 
would be competing with adults as well as 

other young people.  On the Friday he 

came into school with a very nice rosette. 
He had come first! 

We were all extremely proud of him. Well 
done Beau!  Mrs S Hankinson  

Moving on 
When the EPIC Centre opened in 2011, two of its original students 

Redd Tyler and Morgan Phelps came to us looking very young and 

very unsure of what their life was going to be like at The Dean 
Academy. They were very glad that they had the EPIC Centre to go to 

as it was somewhere they could talk through their worries, seek the 
help of specially trained staff and relax in an environment that they 

grew to really enjoy.  In the last five years they have matured and 

grown into fine young men who are ready to get started on the next 
chapter of their education.  We wish you well.  Mrs S Hankinson 

EPIC ‘UP’ Transition Group Meeting 

In May, four of our students, Morgan, Redd, Jordan and Kieran took 

part in the first EPIC UP Transition Group meeting. 

The group was set up to help year 11 students make the transition 
from school to college. It was an opportunity for them to meet with 

other local students also in the same position. It gave them a chance 
to share their worries and also 

establish a friendship circle. 

Chris Ware, a former EPIC student who 
now goes to college came into school 

to tell us about how the transition had 
been for him. Chris was able to answer 

all of their questions and it was really 
good to know how he had coped with 

it. We hope to do this every year with 

future year 11s. Mrs S Hankinson 

“It was nice to meet 
new people who have 
the same concerns.” 

Drugs Awareness 
Assembly 
Local singer, songwriter Chris Smee recently 
visited key stage 3 children at the academy to 

talk about the dangers of smoking, drugs and 

alcohol.  The visit was part of a national 
schools tour which supports the programmes 

of the charity DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education).  The aim of the tour is to empower 

young people to make healthy lifestyle choices. 

Chris spoke about how he has witnessed first 
hand the negative impact that substance abuse 

can have on someone's life.  “A good friend of 
mine became addicted to drugs and I saw the 

impact this had on his education.”  Chris also 

spoke about the health, social and financial 
implications of drug abuse. 

Chris performed some of his songs and 
students had an opportunity to get his 

autograph at the end of the session.  
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Primary Transition 

Primary Science Open Evening 
On the 5th and 7th July the Science Faculty welcomed 

local primary school teachers into our Science 

laboratories to see how we 
could help them to deliver 

their Key Stage 2 Science 
curriculum.  

Pr imary teachers from 

Woolaston, Soudley, Bream, 
Yorkley, Ellwood, Primrose 

Hill, Blakeney, Pillowell and the Severn Federation 
attended. They were able to see equipment and 

experiments that they would be able to borrow, as well 
as discuss the possibilities of their students spending 

time in our laboratories to carry out experiments which 

would be difficult to do in a classroom. We are also 
aiming to arrange a training day for Key Stage 2 and 

secondary school teachers across the Forest of Dean, 
in order to discuss methods of teaching the working 

scientific aspects of the curriculum. Mrs K Tall 

Summer Fayre Year 5 Activity Days 
Primary school children from across the Forest visited 

The Dean Academy recently to experience a taste of 

life at secondary school.  It gave year 5 children an 
opportunity to meet teachers and participate in various 

fun activities such as cooking pizzas, making key tags, 
learning about rocket science in a Mission to Mars 

workshop and using robots to learn about 

programming.   
Mrs Alison Ball, the Primary Transition Leader explained 

“It’s a great chance for year 5 children to make use of 
our facilities and to experience different aspects of 

secondary school life.  The children really enjoyed 
themselves and we have had lots of positive feedback.” 

Harvey Morgan from Lydney C of E said that he had an 

amazing time at the academy, adding “My favourite 
part was playing sports in the school gym and trying 

out the food in the restaurant.  I can’t wait to come 
here for the year 6 days next year.” 

William and Jace 

from Woolaston in 
the Science Labs 

The Dean Academy went back to the middle ages for its 

summer fayre which is part of the transition programme for 
our new students starting in September 

Giant Catapults, archery, apple bobbing, alchemy and a 
climbing tower were just some of the fun activities on offer 

following a medieval themed week of lessons and 

workshops for the year 6 children. 
Brodie Phelps in year 6 at Severnbanks School said that he 

enjoyed his induction days at the academy, Brodie’s mum 
commented “Brodie has had a lovely time at the academy 

and really enjoyed making his medieval shield in Design and 
Technology.” 

Mrs Alison Ball, the Primary Transition Leader who 

organised the event said “The Summer Fayre is a great 
opportunity for parents and children to meet with teachers 

at the academy in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.  We 
have already had lots of positive feedback about the event, 

it was a fantastic evening and everyone enjoyed 

themselves.  We look forward to welcoming the children 
here in September.” 
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Noticeboard      

Terms & Holidays 2016 - 2017 
TERM 1 INSET DAY Thursday 1st September (Staff only) 
  BEGINS Friday 2nd September (Students return) 
  ENDS  Tuesday 18th October (3.15 p.m.) 
  INSET DAY Wednesday 19th October (Staff only) 
  HOLIDAY Wednesday 19th October – Friday 28th October 

TERM 2 BEGINS Monday 31st October 
  ENDS  Friday 16th December (3.15 p.m.) 
  HOLIDAY Monday 19th December – Monday 2nd January 

TERM 3 BEGINS Tuesday 3rd January 
  ENDS  Friday 10th February (3.15 p.m.) 
  HOLIDAY Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 

TERM 4 INSET DAY Monday 20th February (Staff only) 
  BEGINS Tuesday 21st February (Students return) 
  ENDS  Friday 7th April (3.15 p.m.) 
  HOLIDAY Monday 10th April – Friday 21st April  

TERM 5 BEGINS  Monday 24th April (Students return) 
  MAY-DAY HOL. Monday 1st May 
  ENDS   Friday 26th May (3.15 p.m.) 
  HOLIDAY  Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 

TERM 6 BEGINS Monday 5th June  
  INSET  Friday 30th June (Staff only) 
  ENDS  Friday 21st July (3.15 p.m.) 
  INSET DAYS Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July (Staff only) 

JULY 2016  

Healthy Eating Art Competition 
As part of promoting 'Healthy Eating Week' all students 

were asked to take part in our 'Healthy Eating' Art 

Competition. We had a number of entries and it was hard 
to pick a winner, however we decided that 1st place went 

to Ella James, 2nd place to Freya Fox and 3rd place to 
Georgia Watson. They have won some art equipment to 

help them develop their talents.  Mrs K Charles 

Pokémon Go  
Please be aware of the following advice from the NSPCC 

about Pokémon Go: 

Top Tips for Staying Safe 

 Explore together: With younger children, you 

might want to play the game together and explore 

how it works. Older children may want to play 

alone but it's important they know the risks. 

 Set ground rules: Talk to your children about the 

risks of meeting strangers and ending up in areas 

they don't know. Set boundaries such as: stay with 

friends and establish where they'll be playing. 

 Turn off in-app purchasing: To avoid unexpected 

bills, check that your child's app permissions are 

set correctly. 

 Protect your child’s personal data: In order to sign 

up, your child has to enter their date of birth and 

email address.  Parents can request that these 

details are kept safe. Details on how to do this are 

on their privacy policy.  

Please visit www.nspcc.org.uk, Pokémon Go: a parent's 

guide for the full advice.   
Ms J Webb 

Ella James, Year 8 

Georgia Watson, 

Year 7 

Freya Fox, Year 8 


