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Head Teacher’s Update
The big news at the
Dean Academy this
term is of course the
appointment of a new
Head of School, Tom
Beveridge
who
is
currently
Assistant
Head at Malmesbury
School. This was very
much a community
appointment, following
2
days
of
panel
interviews with staff,
students, parents and
representatives
from
the Athelstan Trust and
the Local Authority. All the candidates met with community
representatives at an evening buffet following the first day
of interviews. Tom displayed remarkable resilience and
proved to be the outstanding candidate. I am looking
forward to working with him next year when I will be
staying on in a supportive capacity for 2 days per week.
Having mentioned the word resilience, this is something we
are working hard to develop with the students at the
academy. It is indeed a challenge for some students to get
up early and have the mental energy to concentrate and
learn new things for 5 hours a day whilst at the same time
behave with courtesy and respect towards staff and other
students. We are currently raising the profile of our core
values which are displayed in classrooms and corridors.
Key to these are resilience, respect for others and aiming

for excellence through collaboration and support for
one another. As our year 11 students work towards
their summer examinations it is these core values
that will make all the difference in ensuring success
and opening up future opportunities.
I was very privileged to be invited to the Civic Service
at St Mary’s Church last month along with some of
our students. The theme was courage which is a key
word in our core values. Several members of the
congregation, including three of our students spoke
on this theme. Public speaking always requires
courage but it also builds confidence and is
something we will continue to promote and
encourage at the academy.
There are a number of staffing changes at Easter.
Rosie Cracknell (Science) and Leah Goleniowska
(World Affairs) are leaving along with Alex Brown
(Computing) and Naomi Browne (World Affairs). We
have a new Computing teacher (Louise Trotman) and
a new Geography teacher (Fiona Price) who will both
be in post by May half-term. We have also appointed
Lee Kelley in Science and Ben Grant in Humanities.
We wish all our leavers the very best in their future
careers and look forward to fresh ideas from our new
recruits.
I wish everyone a restful Easter break, although for
year 11 students this will need to be balanced with
some revision for external exams which are fast
approaching!
John Barrett
Acting Head Teacher

Meet the Senior Leadership Team
As part of the academy’s commitment to improve
communication between school and home, the Deputy
Head, Mr Craig Burns invited parents into the school for a
coffee morning with the Senior Leadership Team.
It was a great opportunity for parents to meet the team
and to raise any concerns they have. Topics discussed
included homework, uniform, behaviour and
communication.
Parents were also given the chance to have a look around
the new Learning Resource Centre and Student Support
Services. The feedback from parents has been extremely
Coffee Morning with the Senior Leadership
positive.
Team, Mr John Barrett, Dr Alison Simpson and
One parent who attended the meeting, Mrs Stephanie
Mr Matt Ball
Ovens, commented “I found the coffee morning very
useful. It was great to be able to talk to members of the
Senior Leadership Team face to face and without
distractions. I valued the openness and honesty of the
team. It was also good to meet other parents and to see
what services are available to the students.”
There are plans to hold more coffee mornings in the future.
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Follow us on Twitter @TheDeanAcademy
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Art, Design and Production Faculty
Eggcellent Easter Cakes

Although healthy eating is very
important, everyone likes a bit of cake
every now and then!
As well as the amazing Spring/Easter
themed creations from year 10, Mrs
Sayers, Mrs Gittins Jones and Mrs Harris
embarked on creating 46 Victoria
sponge Spring/Easter cakes with their
year 9 classes. Mr Winstanley came over
to give out Best Presentation Awards
(Easter eggs) to the following students:

Mrs Gittins-Jones and Mrs Sayers with Naomi Berry,
George Howard and Ellie Ovens with their winning cakes

Naomi Berry
George Howard
Ellie Ovens
Runners up:
Joe Tomley
Miya Davis
Sarah James

Some of the delicious creations

Mrs S Gittins-Jones

Healthy Eating
As always, students have
Here are some other excellent dishes produced by
been wowing us with their
students in KS3 Food Tech.
food skills.
Healthy eating is our main
focus and year 10 and 11
students have risen to the
challenge. Our year 11s have
produced dishes to promote
healthy eating for teenagers;
increasing amounts of fruit
and veg, cutting back on
sugars and fats. This work
formed the biggest part of
their GCSE coursework.
Year 10s have also produced
excellent examples of low fat
cooking as we have been
investigating how to lower
cholesterol in the diet.
Mrs S Gittins-Jones
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Art, Design and Production Faculty
Child Development

Cooking Club

As part of the GCSE Child Development coursework
students are required to prepare and cook 4 dishes
from other cultures, suitable for children under the age
of 5. The end results as you can see were fantastic!
Well done. Mrs S Sayers

Our year 7 Cooking Club meets after school
every Tuesday to prepare healthy breakfasts.
They are assisted by year 11 BTEC Jamie
Oliver students. Mrs S Sayers

Smoothie makers: John Williams, Connor
Rowbottom, Seb Churcher, Zia Waring, Tabitha
Bryant, Tony Williams with year 11 helpers
Charlie Brett and Jordan James

Recipe Books

In addition to the recipe and cooking dates
booklet given to each student, all cooking
dates are now displayed in the Food Tech
corridor and all recipes can still be found on
the school webpage.

Building a Community
A group of year 10 Construction students from the
academy got a close-up view of how new homes are
built during a visit to David Wilson Homes’ latest
development at Thurstan’s Rise in Coleford.
Students were given talks from David Wilson Homes
staff and learnt about everything from project
management and site safety to careers in the
construction industry. Site Manager Viv Williams
said “It was our pleasure to welcome the students to
Thurstan’s Rise. We believe the construction industry
The trip gave them a valuable insight into what it
is an exciting one to work in and it’s important for us
takes to build a new community.
to share our knowledge about it in the hope it will
inspire future generations.”
Andrew Winstanley, Director of Art, Design & Production commented “Our students were totally engaged by the
visit. It’s not every day you get to see brand new homes being created and I’m pleased that they were able to
witness the processes involved. I have no doubt they will be able to take this new-found knowledge back to the
classroom and use it within a whole range of subjects.”
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Art, Design and Production Faculty
Year 11 Art Workshop
Kate Mullinger from Gloucestershire
College Forest of Dean Campus visited
the academy to deliver a special
workshop to our year 11 Art students.
The session gave the students a
valueable insight into how they could
extend their work
using different
materials. They created some amazing
abstract landscapes and scenes with
collage, some of which are shown here.
It was a great opportunity for them to
focus on experimentation in the run up
to their Art exams. Mrs K Charles

Clubs

Next term the Art, Design
and Production Faculty are
starting up a Clay Club and a
Textiles Club. Please see Mrs
Charles for more information.

Culture in the Capital
GCSE art students at the academy
enjoyed a day of culture visiting some of
London’s top art galleries on a recent
trip to the capital.
The visit gave students an opportunity to
study different styles of art at both the
Tate Modern and the National Portrait
Gallery.
Teacher of Art, Mrs Kate
Charles said “The purpose for the trip
was for students to see works of art by
both contemporary and traditional artists
to help them develop their art work in
class. They also got to experience the
sights and sounds of London which was
a first for some of them!”
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“It was a fun
and
educational
experience.
We saw some
amazing
works of art
and spent the
day with other
students who
share the
same
interests.”

“Some pieces that
caught my eye were
the minimalist
paintings that filled
the room! I am
more aware of scale
and how a single
brushstroke can
make a difference.”

Year 10 and 11 GCSE Art students outside the National Gallery in London

“The Tate
Modern was
interesting and
there were lots of
different types of
art that I’d never
seen before.”
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Maths and Computing Faculty
Enterprising Students
The
Maths
and
Computing Faculty is
running a fantastic new
club for students to
de ve l op
t he ir
entrepreneurial skills.
Every Tuesday, students
taking part in the
Enterprise Club can
develop vital business
skills.
So far, student
teams have worked hard
to set up a small business
enterprise to make as
much money from a
tenner
as
possible
through the month of
March.
Our Tenner
Challenge teams sold a
range of cakes, cupcakes,
gingerbread, jewellery
and fridge magnets every
Tuesday and Thursday
lunchtime in Miss Lewis’
room.
Director of Maths &
Computing Faculty, Miss
Lewis, said “The tenner
challenge
is
an
opportunity for
the
students to engage in an
enterprise that involves
them having to think
about how businesses are
run. The students have
been loaned £10 and they
have to think about what
they are going to market,
how much it has cost to
make and how much they

are going to sell it for in
order to make a profit.
It has been very
rewarding to see what
ideas the students have
come up with and their
methods to sell their
produce.”
Year 7 student Summer
Thorne set up a ‘Simply
Delicious’
cupcakes
business and has been
baking
a nd
se l li n g
delicious cupcakes that
have been very popular
amongst the students.
The ‘Blue, Pink, Red’ team
have been baking and
selling gingerbread stars.
Tenner loans young
people £10 for one month
and challenges them to
turn their enterprising
ideas into a reality.
Tenner is run by Young
Enterprise, which has 50
years’ experience as
Britain’s largest enterprise
education charity, in
partnership with UnLtd
that supports social
entrepreneurs.
www.Tenner.org.uk
Please encourage your
child to get involved in the
lunchtime Enterprise Club.
You never know, we could
be looking at the next
Lord Sugar!
Ms J Webb

Blue, Pink, Red Team

Freya Symonds and Sophie Drew

“I borrowed a tenner
to set up my
enterprise. It’s easy
to set up a small
business and it’s
been great fun and a
good experience. I
would like do it again
next year.”
Summer Thorne
Year 7

“It’s a good
experience and we
have had to learn
how to co-operate
with team members
and plan so we all
know what to do and
when.”
Tegan Harrison
Year 8

Focusing on Maths
As Director of Maths and Computing I have relished the opportunity to follow in the
footsteps of the Science faculty and throw our doors open to the entire school.
During the last four weeks we have been pleased to share how we approach
specific aspects of teaching and learning. During the first week we showed other
faculties how their subjects impact upon us. One example of this was looking at the
differences in the profile of the River Severn and the River Wye. The second week
we shared how we provide additional support to students who find our subject
difficult. In the third week we looked at how we assess challenge and engage our
students through marking and feedback. Our final week was probably my favourite,
and focused on showing our students how numeracy and ICT skills will be used in
their future. Our activities ranged from choosing the right mortgage to which
supermarket provided the best value for money. We also looked at design,
planning and costing a DIY task. It is fair to say that the staff have found this
experience rewarding and the students have adapted to the shock of seeing an
English teacher in a Mathematics booster lesson on trigonometry. Miss R Lewis
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Performance Faculty
Netball Tour

Football - Boys
Year 11 boys took part in a charity football match this term,
organised by Forest Sports Education and held at The Dean
Academy. The competition was a charity event raising money for
Forest Pulse and combined teams from local schools and an over
16 team from Forest Sports Education. The Dean Academy boys
rose to the challenge of competing and played some excellent
games to finish the tournament on top and champions, receiving
a trophy from the organisers for their efforts! We look forward to
defending our title next season! Mrs K Rodway

Football - Girls
Girls in years 10 and 11 recently took part in the District
Football tournament held at The Dean Academy and
produced some excellent performances. So much so, they
have qualified from the District to represent the Forest of
Dean at the County Finals to be held at Rednock school in
Dursley. We wish them well and look forward to hearing of
further success! Mrs K Rodway

Cricket
Again, the Performance Faculty has been lucky enough
to receive cricket coaching in P.E. for boys and girls
during an extra curricular club. The coaching has been
delivered by Scott Tremain, working for Gloucestershire
Cricket Board and has been delivered after school on a
Tuesday for girls and a Thursday for boys.
The girls have also taken part in two Lady Taverner's
cricket competitions within the Forest, both held at The
Dean Academy. The U13 team and U15 team both
performed admirably and both teams produced the most

On the 17th of June, Mrs Rodway, Miss
Ward and Miss Pitt will be taking 28
students from year 7-10, to Condover Hall
in Shropshire on a Netball tour.
The girls are very excited about training
with England coaches and taking part in a
tournament during their stay. They are
busily training every Thursday evening and
at lunchtimes to be at peak fitness, ready
for the Netball games ahead!
We would love our students to go on tour
"all kitted out" in specialist Netball
uniforms. Therefore, we are looking for any
potential sponsors to possibly help us to
obtain the relevant specialist Netball
dresses and associated kit. If you think you
may be able to help in any way, we would
love to hear from you. Please contact Mrs
Rodway on info@thedeanacademy.org
We look forward to hearing from you
and welcome your support!
Mrs K Rodway

runs from the bat at both competitions. There were
some outstanding performances from students, notably
Aleisha Maguire-Toombs in year 7 who bowled and
batted fantastically.
The students have further cricket competitions
scheduled in the Summer term, and we wish them well
at these. If you fancy joining a cricket club, these will
resume after the Easter holidays - please keep a look
out for extra curricular posters appearing in your tutor
room and in the P.E. department soon! Mrs K Rodway

Rugby Role Models

“Students have been thoroughly enthused by the female role models and have really
enjoyed playing games of rugby in lessons.”
We've been extremely privileged this year to have
received some outstanding coaching for girls rugby. Not
only have Gloucester rugby legends Terry Fanolua and
Adam Eustace been visiting P.E. lessons, but the girls
have also had Megan Goddard and Bianca Blackburn
coaching each week. Megan and Bianca have both
represented England and play for Worcester Warriors.
They have worked with students in year 7 and 8 up
until Christmas, and since January have delivered
lessons weekly to students in year 9 and 10. The work
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they have done with the girls has really raised the
profile of rugby at the school, and the students are
soon to compete in a County girls rugby tournament at
Hartpury College. The level of skill amongst all the
students has rapidly increased, and their knowledge
and understanding of the rules and tactics has hugely
improved. We hope that our partnership with
Gloucester Rugby Club continues into next year so that
students continue to gain vital coaching experience
from the professionals. Mrs K Rodway
MARCH 2016

Performance Faculty
Marching orders for students
Members from the Band of the Rifles paid a visit to the
academy to deliver a special musical workshop to a
group of students.
James Parker, a member of the band, said “The
workshop is a brilliant opportunity to show children
what we do and to teach them new skills. It also gives
them an insight into career opportunities for musicians
in the army.”
The students performed a selection of music with the
band including pieces from ‘The Pirates of the
Caribbean’ and ‘Frozen’ to pupils from Lydney C of E
who were invited along to watch the performance.
One student commented, “It was amazing learning all
these different songs in such a short space of time
and then getting to perform them to a huge
audience!”
Director of Performance, Mrs Kathryn Rodway
commented “It was an absolutely amazing experience
for all involved, including staff, and a real surprise
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when students were seated amongst the professional
musicians for the concert. One student was asked to
give an answer to a question and surprised everyone
by standing up and giving a brief solo performance on
his instrument, completely unrehearsed and
spontaneous. It showed exactly the musical ability of
our students and how they can rise to the occasion
when challenged!” The band’s Director of Music, Lt
Brenden Wheeler, added “Our aim is to inspire children
to take up musical instruments and perhaps encourage
them to join a band. Playing music is a fabulous hobby
and a pleasure to do as a job.”
“Our pupils really enjoyed
the concert. It was a
great opportunity to hear
live music and the
standard of playing was
very high. It was great to
see Dean Academy
students playing with the
band and to see the
children enjoying the
concert and getting
involved.” Mrs Rosemary
Griffiths, Lydney C of E
Music Co-ordinator

The band spent the morning working through various musical pieces with
budding musicians from the academy for a special performance in the afternoon.
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Performance Faculty
Dance
Students from years 9 to 11 were treated to an outstanding
introduction to Contemporary Dance from Sarah Fletcher. Sarah
is a recent graduate in Dance from Trinity Laban in London and
wants to bring back a Contemporary Dance Youth group to the
Forest of Dean.
The students took part in a half day work shop, focussing on
technique and completing a phrase in a contemporary style. It
was a superb workshop, that really gave an in depth insight to
the athleticism and physicality of contemporary dance.
We are extremely lucky that Sarah will be running her Dance
company from The Dean Academy. The Dance class will run on
a Monday evening in M1 from 6.00-7.00pm. If you would like
further details, please see Mrs Rodway, or contact Sarah direct
on sfletcherdance@outlook.com
If you are interested in taking part in a free taster session
during the day at the academy please see Mrs Rodway as soon
as possible. Mrs K Rodway

The students coped extremely well with the rigorous
dance session and produced some excellent work.

Choir
The choir have performed at
many local events including The
Civic Service, The Royal British
Legion, Grandparents Day and
The Carol Concert. Choir runs
every Tuesday and students are
encouraged to attend regardless
of their experience or ability. A
performance will be prepared
for the Spring Showcase in April
and we need as many singers
as possible. All students who
enjoy singing should take part
in this event as it is a great
experience. One member said
“Choir is a great way to have
fun. It has helped me become
more confident in performing
and has allowed me to explore
a range of songs that I
wouldn't otherwise sing.”
Mr C Hooper
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Jazz Band
Jazz band is a club for any
brass player in the school
regardless of ability. It is
an extremely supportive
environment. This is a
great opportunity for
young musicians to play in
a slightly different context,
as they play arrangements
of songs in various genres,
accompanied with a band.
The band have performed
at a few events and have
their next performance at
the Spring Showcase. It
would be great to have
even more students
getting involved for this
e ve nt .
If
yo u
a re
interested
you
are
welcome to attend a
rehearsal to observe or
have a go! Speak with Mr
Hooper because the day it
runs can change, due to
student availability.
Mr C Hooper

is the Play!

This year The Dean Academy presents
‘Grease’ as their annual production.
Students in year 7-10 are taking part in
what promises to be a fabulous
production. The cast is hard at work
already learning such classics as ‘Summer
Nights’ and ‘We Go Together’ in
preparation for the performances which
will be on the 6th and 7th July. With
direction by Mrs Dickinson and musical
direction by Mr Hooper, it promises to be
a summer blockbuster to remember.
If you’re not in the production there are
still ways you can get involved, after
Easter we will start to need a crew to help
out with backstage elements of the show.
To apply please write a short paragraph
explaining why you think you would be a
good candidate to be involved and state
any skills you have that you think might
help. Hand these to Mrs Dickinson by 30th
April after which the crew will be selected
and jobs assigned. If we also have any
talented, keen or eager parents with a
penchant for painting, sewing, building or
other related skills, we would hugely
appreciate any help with making
costumes, painting scenery and creating
props! This is going to be a huge
community project, and we welcome
i n te re st
and
involvement from
all areas.
Do come along
and support your
fellow students
and school by
coming to see
this classic show!
Mrs C Dickinson
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Science Faculty
Science in Focus
Teachers in the Science Faculty invited members
of staff from across the academy to a special
open evening in order to showcase their subject
as part of a new initiative called ‘Faculty in
Focus’.
The evening gave teachers of all subjects a
chance to carry out fun scientific experiments
including making rainbows and setting fire to
hydrogen filled balloons and looking at how they
can apply these skills to their own subjects. Ms
Charlotte Morris, a teacher in the World Affairs
Faculty at the academy commented “I don't
remember science experiments being that cool
when I was at school!
It was interesting to
know that students are able to get to grips with
such complex concepts and follow such precise
instructions. I'll remind them of the importance
of applying those skills of attention to detail in
my classroom too.”
Deputy Head Mr Craig Burns said “We are
committed to collaboration and are keen to see
teachers learning from each other in different
contexts. Full credit must go to the Science team
who have set the bar very high putting on
various Teach Meets, a Science Open Day, as
well as an evening where teachers learned how
Science is delivered to our students.
The
feedback has been very positive.”

School Project is Out of this World

The Science Faculty are preparing their students for a very
special delivery of seeds that are being sent from the
International Space Station as part of a UK Space Agency
project called Rocket Science.
The academy will receive the seeds from the British Astronaut
Tim Peake next term.
Students will then grow them
alongside normal seeds and over seven weeks they will
record and measure the growth. Mrs Katie Tall, Director of
Science said “We are delighted to have been accepted to be a
part of this nationwide science project.
It is an amazing
opportunity for our students and will enable them to think
about how human life can be preserved on other planets
whilst investigating the challenges of growing fresh food in
different climates.”
Year 10 students Abbie Jones and Chloe Payne have been
selected to lead the project and their findings will be sent to
professional biostatisticians at the RHS for analysis.

Miss Jo Rosbrook (above) Director of
Faculty for World Affairs looks on as year
11 students carry out a heart dissection in
a Biology lesson
Year 10 students Abbie Jones and Chloe Payne (front)
with year 7 helpers David Hale, Benjamin Thomson,
Cheyenne Saunders and Freya Symonds

Ms Charlotte Morris
making rainbows
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World Affairs Faculty
A Lesson in Humanity
A group of thirty students from the academy received an
important lesson in tolerance and humanity when they
visited Malmesbury School in Wiltshire last week to listen
to the testimony of Holocaust survivor Mr Zigi Shipper.
Zigi Shipper, now in his eighties was just a young boy of
9 living in Poland when the Second World War broke
out. He spoke to students about his harrowing
experiences of life in the Lodz Ghetto as well as various
concentration camps including Auschwitz-Birkenau. Zigi
described how starvation de-humanised him and his
fellow campmates, explaining that “Pain goes away but
hunger never does. If you are starving you do things
that you cannot imagine. I was getting up in the
morning and stepping over dead bodies and it didn’t
mean a thing. I was de-humanised.”
When asked if he forgave the guards who had taken
away his dignity and freedom, Zigi replied that he could
not forgive but he did not hate them, adding “Why do
we hate? Just because someone looks different; we’re
all the same, we are all human beings.”
Miss Jo Rosbrook, Director of World Affairs at the
academy commented “To hear Zigi’s testimony of the
inhumanity that surrounded him for so long at such a
young age was a sobering and inspiring experience. It is
important that nobody forgets the experiences of those
who were caught up in the horrors of the Holocaust.”

“If you hate, you have no life.”

“Zigi Shipper’s talk was very inspiring and
emotional. He explained what it was like as
a child surviving the Holocaust which was
very moving.” Beth Howley - Year 9
“Zigi Shipper gave us a detailed description of
his life and shared some of the shocking
details that went along with it. I found him
really inspiring. Someone asked him “If you
had one wish, what would it be?” and Zigi
replied “For there to be peace in the world.” I
respect him.” Sarah James - Year 9

An important lesson from Mr Zigi Shipper
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Mentors
NHS Mentoring Programme
A group of year 8 students have received several
sessions with the NHS to enable them to spread
awareness of the dangers of smoking to their peers. The
students have been attending a robust course which will
enable them to be ambassadors and hopefully be
effective in stopping their peers and family members

from smoking.
At the end of the course the students will be presented
with a certificate which they can present to colleges and
future employers to show their ability to work
independently and in a team.
Miss S Wallett

Future ambassadors

Sports Leaders

Students have gained vital skills in
leadership, communication and working
with others.

P.E. staff and sports leaders have been busy all year
facilitating various sporting opportunities for primary
students.
Students have benefitted massively from leadership
training and umpiring development sessions in hockey,
tag rugby and athletics, with other sessions still to be
offered.
From this training, our students have then delivered a
tag rugby tournament to local primary children, with
sports leaders umpiring, scoring and running the
tournament. They have also delivered the Quicksticks
Hockey tournament, in conjunction with Lydney Hockey
Club, High 5's Netball tournament in conjunction with
Lyndean Netball Club and will be organising and
“Yet again, the Sports Leaders were a fantastic
running the Sportshall Athletics competition scheduled help. Without them, the tournament just could not run
as smoothly. They are a great credit to themselves and
to be held in the coming weeks.
to
your school – utterly focused and reliable with a very
Students are also ready and raring to start comature
manner, especially when helping groups of
ordinating the organisation and running of the
children to enjoy the day.”
Summer schedule of activities, to include mini red
David Penney, Lydney Hockey Club
tennis, rounders and further athletics competitions.
Victoria Turner from Primrose Hill C of E said “I would
like to congratulate the sport leaders for their help and
support throughout the hockey tournament. They were
polite, cheerful and courteous;
a true credit to the school!”
The primary P.E. work that we
complete is vital in producing
the next generation of sports
students at the academy. We
look forward to continuing our
work, planning and preparing
for next year!
Mrs K Rodway
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Community
Lydney Civic Service

Students from The Dean Academy
were invited to attend the Lydney
Civic ceremony on Sunday 28th
February to provide a musical
performance and for speakers to talk
about stepping out of their comfort
zone.
A small group of choir members
admirably stepped up and sang the
Gary Barlow hit ‘Sing’ to the
audience of dignitaries and church
goers, with Tabitha Bryant stepping
completely out of her comfort zone
at the last minute, to sing a solo as
another student was unfortunately
too poorly to attend! The students
gave a lovely rendition of the song
and are feverishly working away to
make this into an even bigger
performance hopefully to be
repeated en-masse at the Queen's
90th Birthday celebration in Lydney
later in the year. Lewis Hudson,
Micky Brett and Rachel Morse each
spoke at the Lydney Civic Service on
having the courage to step out of
their comfort zones. And they
certainly did that! They spoke with
confidence and sincerity and were a
credit to themselves and an
inspiration to their listeners. Rev
Sarah Fenby said they
spoke with a marked
level of maturity and
thoughtfulness.
Well done.
Mrs K Rodway and
Ms S Paton
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Cheque presentations

A group of Business and Enterprise
students have been busy putting
their entrepreneurial skills into
practise to raise money for charity
as part of their Level 2 Cambridge
Nationals Certificate course.
The enterprising year 11 students
set up their own businesses and in
doing so made a profit of £579.62
which they divided between
Macmillan Cancer Support and the
Heart of the Forest Community
Special School.
Business and Enterprise teacher Ms
Jo Webb, said “It has been
wonderful to see how much the
students have developed
professionally over the last two
years. They have built up a wide
range of business skills in
communicating with managers,
cooperating with team members,
negotiating deals, showing initiative
and working together to create
fantastic enterprise ventures. I'm
sure we'll be seeing them fly high
in their future careers.”
The business ventures included the
sale of baking kits, scented bath

bombs, candle jars and specially
printed Dean Academy T-shirts.
Emma Garvey, the Fundraising
Manager for Macmillan, who
attended the special cheque
presentation at the academy
commented “Thanks to the
initiative and energy of the
students at the Dean Academy we
will be able to fund a Macmillan
nurse for 10 hours. Sadly, the
number of people with cancer in
the UK is growing rapidly and
almost half of us will face a cancer
diagnosis at some point in our
lives. Macmillan is an incredible
organisation that provides
emotional, practical, physical and
financial support to the people who
need it. Thanks to the students
fundraising efforts, we will help
ensure no-one faces cancer alone
in The Forest of Dean.”
Receiving the cheque for Heart of
the Forest Community Special
School was teacher Julie Kerr and
students Jenny Grindle and Adam
Leaver.

The Dean Academy Reaches Out
Drama teacher Mrs Caroline Dickinson has been visiting some
of our local primary schools this term to give them a taste of
drama lessons at the academy.
Mrs Dickinson set up puppetry workshops at Aylburton and
Ellwood primary school with plans to visit Clearwell School
early next term. These sessions have given primary students
an opportunity to explore drama and have a go at making their
own puppets to use in short sketches.
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Gallery

Dean Bailey

Harry Follos

Jack Knox

Year 10 Construction students have embarked on their
first carpentry project. Their brief was to make, by
hand, a wooden box using dovetail joints that would fit
into the lockers in the Art, Design and Production
Faculty. The finished articles are of such high quality

that our site manager thought they had been made
using a machine. The next project for the students is
to make a tool box using angled dovetailing that they
will then be able to take home. It is great preparation
for their exam assessment. Mr A Winstanley

Year 8 students have been learning about Space
in their Science lessons and were asked to create
a poster about the Solar System. Students were
tasked with finding out what was in the Solar
System and what keeps everything in orbit around
the Sun. I am really pleased with what the
students have produced. Mrs T Pilling

Leia Cole

Ellie Snook

Shannon Brough

Molly Ashby
Meg Morgan
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Uniform
Academy Uniform & Equipment
Academy uniform is compulsory and is designed to be practical and comfortable and to meet
the requirements of Health and Safety.
All students are expected to wear the following:
Plain black tailored trousers (not “skinny leg” or cords or jeans) with
plain black narrow belt if necessary
Plain black skirt on or near the knee
Grey blazer with The Dean Academy logo
Grey V neck jumper with blue trim
Plain white long sleeve shirt
Plain grey, black, white or flesh-coloured tights or socks
Black flat shoes, not backless (heel height maximum 5cm). Not black
trainers
The Dean Academy tie
Trainers are not allowed except for PE.
Hooded sweatshirts/jackets are not allowed.
Students should have a dark coloured, warm and waterproof coat
without bright colours, pictures or logos.
Jewellery is expected to be minimal – one small plain stud earring per ear lobe is acceptable.
Bracelets and necklaces are not allowed, for reasons of Health and Safety. Students may
wear one ring, but all jewellery must be removed for PE.
No other body piercing is allowed.
Hairstyle and colour should be appropriate for the academy; make up should be kept to a
minimum.
Hair must be tied back for practical subjects.
Equipment
Every student is expected to provide the following basic items of
equipment for every lesson:
Green pen
Black or blue ball point pen (and a spare)
Pencil
Coloured pencils/felt tips
Pencil eraser
Pair of compasses
Pencil sharpener
Protractor
Glue stick
Ruler
Calculator
Text books and specialised equipment will be issued on loan. Students will be required to pay
for any loss or damage to academy property.

Sports Kit
Please note:
All jewellery MUST be removed before P.E. lessons for safety reasons.
Valuables should be given to the P.E. teacher for safe keeping.
Boys:
Girls:
The Dean Academy rugby shirt
The Dean Academy rugby shirt
Black football/rugby shorts
Navy blue skirt/plain blue shorts
Football socks
White socks
Football/rugby boots
Trainers with non-marking soles
Trainers with non-marking soles
In cold weather, students may also wear black jogging/tracksuit bottoms.
Please ensure that you have suitable supportive or protective underwear for P.E.
Students are advised to wear gum shields and shin pads for hockey, football and
rugby. If chosen to represent the academy, these items are essential.
ALL items of uniform must be clearly marked with the owner’s name.
Help with the cost of uniform is available; please request details from the office.

Uniform is available from Trutex by post, ‘phone or via the internet or The National Schoolwear
Centre in Gloucester.
Page 15

MARCH 2016

Noticeboard
Wheely Great Fundraising

Long Service Award for Jan

Students at the academy have raised over £600 for the
children’s charity Whizz-Kids by holding a non-uniform
day.
The charity provides disabled children with wheelchairs
and other mobility equipment so that they can enjoy a
fun and active childhood. Bradley Hodgson, a year 8
student at the academy who has spina bifida and is in a
wheelchair said “I have been an ambassador for WhizzKidz for a few years and have been to their clubs and
camps which are really good fun. In April we are
hoping to put on a special evening at the academy to
raise more money.”

In February staff and students bid a fond farewell to
Catering Supervisor Mrs Jan Wildin as she hung up her
apron for the last time after 27 years working in the
school restaurant.
Jan Wildin, who started at the school in 1989 said “I
have really enjoyed my time at the school and have
seen lots of changes such as the brilliant introduction
of Healthy Eating for children and I have seen many
generations of students come and go over the years. I
will really miss the children and the girls in the
restaurant but I am looking forward to starting my
retirement and spending time with my family.”
Catering Manager Mrs Nikki Harris commented “Jan’s
contribution to the running of the school restaurant
over the last 27 years has been invaluable and she will
be really missed. I hope Jan enjoys her retirement
and gets to do all the things that she wants to do now
she has the time.”

Emily McCoy, Charlotte Crote, Charlie Denman,
Dylan Morgan Bradley Hodgson and Ella Fidler

Helpful Heroes
Kieran Williams and Josh
Allford came to the rescue
of a damsel in distress, our
very own Mrs Stanley,
whose dog had gone
missing.
Without
hesitation the students
spent 30 minutes of their
own time searching for the
dog and bringing it back
safely to Mr and Mrs
Stanley. To thank them for their hard work Mrs Stanley
presented the boys with some hard earned chocolate.
Miss S Wallett
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Terms & Holidays

2016
TERM 5
INSET DAY Monday 11th April (staff only)
BEGINS Tuesday 12th April (students return)
MAY-DAY HOL Monday 2nd May
ENDS Friday 27th May (3.15pm)
HOLIDAY Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June
TERM 6
BEGINS Monday 6th June
INSET DAY Monday 27th June (staff only)
ENDS Friday 22nd July (3.15pm)
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