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Update from the Head of School 

We are now well over 

half way through the 
school year and students 

have continued to excel 
in a range of areas. We 

have had another 

encouraging Ofsted 
monitoring visit, and 

i n s p e c t o r s  w e r e 
extremely complimentary 

about our students. In 
the report, the lead 

inspector commented 

that students ‘respond 
well to verbal and 

written feedback from the teacher, work well with each 
other and try hard to do their best.’ 

This term has seen the introduction of a number of new 

initiatives in the school. We have asked the students to 
reflect more on their learning, introducing a reflection 

week in which they were asked 2 questions in each 
subject – What has been working well this term? And 

What do I need to work on this term? As identified in the 
Ofsted feedback we received in February, we need to 

continue to encourage our students to take more 

ownership of their learning. We have focused on 
developing literacy, with the introduction of the tutor 

reading programme for Years 7-10, and a number of 
staff ‘getting into character’ on World Book Day.  

Terms & Holidays  2017 
TERM 5  

BEGINS Monday 24th April  
MAY DAY  Monday 1st May 
ENDS   Friday 26th May (3.15 pm) 
HOLIDAY Monday 29th May to  
  Friday 2nd June 

TERM 6 
BEGINS Monday 5th June  
INSET  Friday 30th June (Staff only) 
ENDS  Friday 21st July (3.15 p.m.) 
INSET DAY  Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th  
  July (Staff only) 

Investing in the Power of People 

Tom Beveridge with Teach First’s South West Regional 
Director Jenny Sutton and CEO Brett Wigdortz 

Follow us on Twitter @TheDeanAcademy 

The Dean Academy were visited recently by the CEO and 

Regional Director of Teach First, a charity whose aim is to 
tackle educational inequality.  

Brett Wigdortz and Jenny Sutton from Teach First and 
Lydney Town Councillor Brian Pearman were given a tour 

of the school, meeting with staff and students. The 

purpose of the visit was to highlight the challenges faced 
by young people in the Forest of Dean as the charity 

believe that a child’s success should not be limited by their 
background. 

Head of School Mr Tom Beveridge explained “Teach First 
aims to address educational inequality by placing great 

teachers where they are needed most. I’d like to thank 

Brett and Jenny for taking the time to visit us.   Getting 

This has been a hugely important term for our Year 

11s, and I would like to congratulate them on their 
increased focus and commitment to their studies. We 

have just a few weeks when we return before their 
public exams start – we are launching an exciting prize 

draw to reward those who go the extra mile in the last 

few weeks, with the star prize of 2 tickets to the Little 
Mix Concert in Gloucester. There is not long to go now, 

one final push! 
The summer term brings a number of exciting 

opportunities for our students; the trip to Madrid is 
going out over Easter, and our Year 9s are visiting the 

World War One Battlefields in Ypres in July. Our Year 9 

boys have done extremely well to qualify for the EDF 
Energy Schools Rugby Finals Day at Kingsholm 

Stadium, competing against Pates Grammar for the 
Plate title at 2pm on Wednesday 26th April. There will 

be opportunities for students to try something new, 

with our new Sea Cadets Unit recruiting in the Summer 
term. Year 10s will be going on their work experience 

in July. 
I have enjoyed meeting many parents and members of 

the local community at parents’ evenings and school 
events. As I continue to get to know the school and 

surrounding area, I would value hearing your views on 

our changes and progress. If you would like to come 
and have a look around, please get in touch. 

Have a lovely break over the next two weeks. 
Tom Beveridge, Head of School 

the best teachers into The Dean Academy and the 

Forest of Dean is crucial if we are to see sustained 
improvements in the quality of education. A 

partnership with Teach First is a key part of this.” 
The Dean Academy currently have two teachers who 

are undertaking the Teach First 2 year training 

programme and we hope to welcome more to the 
academy in the future. 
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Eggstra Amazing Cakes! 

The annual Easter cake 
competition took place in 
ADP this term with year 9 
Food students. The level 

of competition was as 
usual, set very high. 

There were all kinds of 
cakes that showed 

creativity, novelty Easter 
themes and general 

chocolatiness! 
The competition was 

judged and awarded by 
Mrs Smith and Miss 

Rosbrook.  
“Hey Miss, where’s that 

last chocolate cake 
gone?” 

Mrs S Gittins-Jones 

The joint winners were Dylan Morgan and Summer Redmond, with runners up 

Beau Timmins, Scarlett Rafferty, Lucy Turner, Ebony Robins and Lauren Davis 
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Hey Pesto! Pasta Project Printing frenzy 
Back in February our year 9 Textiles students 

showed off their creative flair by designing and 

making their own cushion cover prints. The brief 
was to use a repeating pattern to which they could 

add other decoration.  
This mini project demonstrated the use of Computer 

Aided Design in Textiles on a small scale and gave 

students an insight into how it works in mass 
production too.  Mrs S Gittins-Jones 

 

Mural Competition 
Local artist Tom Cousins visited the academy 

recently to talk to our students about a special 

art project.  
The academy has been asked by the War 

Memorial Trust to run a competition for our 
students to create some designs for a mural.  

The winning entries will be painted by Tom in 

the Almshouse alleyway to Bathurst Park in 
Lydney.  The theme for the mural will be local 

heroes. 

Tom Cousins provides students 

with useful tips for their designs 

One of Tom’s murals to help prevent speeding on a busy Forest road 

  

Year 10 BTEC Jamie Oliver students have been creating 
a Mediterranean feel in ADP over the last few weeks. 

Along with making homemade pasta, they have created 
a range of pasta sauces including their own pesto.  

Mrs S Gittins-Jones 

Emily-Jane Lewis 

Lily O’Donnell 

 “It’s good to make new 
things in Food but I didn’t 
like the pesto because it was 

GREEN!!”  
Charlie Denman 

 “I enjoyed the pasta project 
because I had never made pasta. I 
got to experiment with shaping 
the pasta and making different 

sauces.” Charlotte Crote 
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Year 9 students at the academy faced new challenges 

and learned new skills when they recently entered a 
school Art competition which was based around a 

classroom project on the theme of people and faces.   
Mrs Kate Charles, Teacher of Art at the academy 

explained “Year 9 students have been busy in class 

creating wire sculptures in the style of the American 
artist Alexander Calder.  They were tasked with making 

a wire sculpture from a blind drawing of a face.”    
Students with the best designs were invited to make an 

enlarged version of their wire sculptures out of copper.  
Year 9 student Oliver Shattock whose design was 

selected for display commented “I really enjoyed 

creating my sculpture as I learnt how to solder and 
work the copper piping.  I am pleased with the end 

result as I found it difficult to get it to look like my 
original design.  It’s great to see it displayed on the 

school building.” 

Mrs Charles added, “Our students worked brilliantly 
and gave up their own time to make the enlarged 

copper sculptures that are now permanently displayed 
in the school grounds.”  

George Green, Cody Amand, Tristan Nutting, Libby Beddis, 

Oliver Shattock, Freya Fox, Dylan Morgan and Kim Sharpe 

Soldering on: Oliver 

Shattock learns a 
new skill 

Students Face New Challenges in Art 
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Key Stage 3 students put their 

Maths hats on last month as 
they celebrated  World Maths 

Week. 
Fun activities were organised 

during Tutor time throughout 

the week which included a 
special Dingbats style quiz and 

World Maths Week 

7S1 working hard on their World 

Maths Week activity booklets 

Fact: 
Pi (Greek letter      ) is the 

symbol used in Mathematics 
to represent a constant - the 
ratio of the circumference of 

a circle to its diameter - 
which is approximately 

3.14159  

activity booklets to help engage 

our KS3 learners. 
The event is marked from the 14th 

of March (3.14 pi) every year.  
Organisations from all over the 

world arrange events to celebrate 

the beauty of Mathematics.  The 
aim is to make our students feel 

confident and successful 

with their  Maths skills, 
whatever their ability. 

 

The Maths and Computing 

Faculty organised the 
Tenner Challenge for our 

enterpr is ing students 
throughout March.  The 

challenge is a fantastic 

opportunity for students to 
d e v e l o p  t h e i r 

entrepreneurial skills.  
‘Tenner’ loans young 

people £10 for one month 
and challenges them to 

turn their enterprising ideas 

Young Entrepreneurs take on the Tenner Challenge 
into  reality.  

Tenner is run by Young 
Enterprise who have 50 

years experience as Britain’s 
largest enterprise education 

charity in partnership with 

UnLtd who support social 
entrepreneurs.  

Every Monday throughout 
March, students taking part 

in the challenge developed 
their business skills by 

planning, developing and 

producing goods to sell to 
fe l l ow  s tudent s  and 

members of staff.  
The teams worked hard to 

set up their small businesses 

to make as much money 
from their tenner as 

possible.  They sold a range 
of cakes, cupcakes, 

craft goods and 
wooden coasters. 

Luke Tomley in year 

7 set up ‘Blue Flicker 
Beat’, baking and 

selling a range of 
de l i c ious  home 

baked cupcakes and 

brownies.  Every week 
was a sell-out for Luke, 

with students flocking to 
buy  h i s  de l i c i o us 

creations.  

‘Crazy Cakes’ were hot on 
his heels with a range of 

scrummy butterfly cakes 
and cupcakes which 

proved to be a big hit at 
break times! 

Oliver Shattock, a year 9 

student, set up The 
C o a s t e r  C o m p a n y , 

designing custom plaques 
and coasters which were 

very popular in the run up 

to Mother’s Day. 
Well done to all those 

who took part!  
Ms J Webb 

www.Tenner.org.uk 



 

 

Performance 

Rugby 
Girls’ rugby this year has had a real surge of 

enthusiasm and interest. Students have been very lucky 

to receive training in lesson time, from England 
International Bianca Blackburn, and also from Megan 

Goddard and Ceri Large. We have also benefitted 
hugely from the support and collaboration with Lydney 

RFC in their journey to setting up a girls section, with 

the Dean Academy girls and boys, able to access extra 
curricular Rugby training on a Monday, with club 

coaches. The girls have had the opportunity to play 

fixtures both home and away against Lakers School, and 

then proceeded to take part in the Girls’ District and 
County Rugby Tournament, at Drybrook Rugby Club, 

which was a great day out, with some outstanding play 
from our students who competed in two teams - The 

Dean Academy 1st team, and as members of the Forest 

of Dean Barbarians team!  
Lydney RFC are still looking for members from our 

student population, so if this interests you, please see 
the information on our school website, or contact 

Lydney RFC for further details. Mrs K Rodway 

Codi Whitson, Harriotte Mills, Josie-Mai Lewis, Emma Baldwin, Andrea Prince, Abi Probert, Amy Thorne, Tia Thorne, 
Courtney Stevens, Evie Pearce, Saffy Maguire Toombs, Kallie Hancock, Nieve Huxstep, Eleanor Kiely,  
Aleisha Maguire Toombs 

EASTER 2017  

Football  
Girls’ football, has also -

seen some outstanding 

performances and excellent results 
this year. The U12 year 7 team came 

joint first as District Tournament 
winners and went on to represent 

The Dean Academy at the county 

finals held at Rednock School. The 
U14 team, also qualified as District 

runners up, and represented The 
Dean Academy at the county finals.  

Both teams played brilliantly in some 
horrendous weather! The U14 sadly 

went out in the group stages, with 

the U12 coming in as semi final joint 
runners up.  

Page 7 

Mountain Biking 
Next term, sees the return of 

Mountain Biking to our fixture list with 

races for years 7 to 10.  
There are boys and girls teams in 

each age group and bikes are 
provided at the competition.  

If your child has an interest in 
mountain biking, or regularly 
competes, please ask them to see 
Mrs Rodway as soon as possible!  

Netball News 

Year 9 Netball Team 

Our year 10 netball team played 

brilliantly this term and came second 
in the U13, U14 and U15 District 

Netball Tournament. They won 
against Wyedean B team and Dene 

Magna  losing against Wyedean A 

team.  
Year 9 won against Lakers and lost 

against Dene Magna and Wyedean.  
Year 8 won against Wyedean B team 

and Dene Magna but lost against 
Wyedean A team.   

Well done! Mrs K Jones 

Year 8 Netball Team 

Year 10 Netball Team 
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Book Worms: Student Librarians Lucy Turner, Oliver Shattock, 

Melody Beddis, Michael Richards and Tom Norris 

Harry Potter, Alice in 

Wonderland and the 
BFG were just some of 

the characters that 
were on site at the 

academy when staff 

dressed up to celebrate 
World Book Day.  

Fun activities were 
organised throughout 

the day including a 
b o o k  ‘ s h e l f i e ’ 

competit ion where 

students had to guess 
the staff member from 

a photo of their book 
shelves, they also had 

to identify who the 

characters and authors represented by the staff were for a 
school quiz and the whole school were treated to a special 

‘read along’ story which was read out to them in instalments 
throughout the day. 

Director of Communications, Mrs Victoria Pearce commented 
“The atmosphere was fantastic and it was lovely to hear 

students discussing such a wide range of books throughout 

the day. It certainly stimulated conversation especially about 
the World Affairs Faculty which was transformed into George 

Orwell’s ‘1984’ complete 
with Thought Police, 

Room 101 and even a 

caged rat!” 

         World Book Day 2017 

The Science Faculty dressed up as famous 
authors and characters including Frankenstein, 
the Demon Dentist and Schrodinger’s Cat 

Communications Faculty were characters from 
‘Of Mice and Men’, ‘Dracula’, ‘Harry Potter’ and 
‘Madeline’ 

The World Affairs Faculty 

became characters from 
George Orwell’s novel ‘1984’ 
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Staff get into character to celebrate World Book Day 

Competition 

prize 
winners 

Micah 
Evans, Ella 

Fidler, Tom 

Walker, 
Beau 

Timmins 
and 

Charlotte 
Crote  

receive their 

certificates 
from  Head 

of School, 
Mr Tom 

Beveridge 

The competition winners were Micah Evans, Ella Fidler, Tom Walker, Beau Timmins, Charlotte 

Crote, Abbie Scrivens, Taylor Worgan, Charlie Seymour and Lily Shilston. They correctly identified 
the characters represented by their teachers for World Book Day and they each received a book of 

their choice (see titles below). 
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Science 

School Trip Goes with a Big Bang! 
A group of students at The Dean Academy recently enjoyed an 

exciting and educational day out at The Big Bang Science Fair in 
Birmingham. 

Mr Darren Webb, the Acting Assistant Director of Science 
explained “The fair combined theatre shows, interactive 

workshops and exhibits.  STEM professionals were also on hand 

to provide information about careers in Science.  It was a great 
way to bring classroom learning to life and to 

demonstrate to our students what 
opportunities are out there for them.” 

Year 7 student Carlotta Aning enjoyed the 
show and commented “There were some 

really interesting stalls at the Science Fair, my 

favourite one had a robot that was able to 
copy the movements of your hand.  There 

were also some amazing experiments with 
bubbles and different coloured flames.  I 

would definitely go there again.” 

Having a 

Blast: Lilly 
Cullis, Eve 

Jones, Mia 
Evans, Alfie 

Norris, 

Phoebe 
Green, Declan 

Rosser, David 
Hale,  Ellie 

Hawkins,  
Daniel 

Mearns, 

Robin Clare,  
Brandon 

Moore, Tom 
Billingham, 

Finley Lewis 

and Will 
James 

 

“It was really 
busy at the Fair.  
I really enjoyed 
the Army stall as 
they tested your 
reflexes.  I also 
liked the treasure 
trail as you had 
to work out 
different puzzles 
to get the prize.”  

Eve Jones 

What our students thought 
“I liked it when 
we got to go in a 
solar panelled 
car.  There was 
a box that you 
put your phone 
in and you saw 
it as a 3D 
image. I also 
really enjoyed 
the stage show.” 

Lilly Cullis 

“The best bit 

was trying on 

the Virtual 

Reality goggles.  

It felt really 

weird when I 

took them off!”  
Alfie Norris 

“It was fun and 

educational.  I liked 

the part where you 

join in and won 

prizes for 

completing Maths 

and Science 

questions. 
Phoebe Green 

“It was very 
enjoyable 
especially when 
you get to join in 
and do the 
experiments and 
activities.  There 
was a robot that 
you could control 
to play football.”  

Brandon Moore 
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Investigation: 

Luke Tomley 
(right) 

working with 
a student 

from Bradon 

Forest to 
solve the 

‘murder’ 

Science 

Murder they Solved  Detective work: Year 7 student Daniel Mearns with fellow 

peers from across the Athelstan Trust and CEO Tim Gilson  
Budding year 7 scientists from the 

academy took part in an exciting day of 
crime solving workshops at Malmesbury 

School in Wiltshire to solve a ‘murder’ 
mystery as part of a science based event 

for children across The Athelstan Trust. 

Students worked in teams of three, one 
from each school of the Trust, to explore 

the evidence and solve the ‘crime’.  Mr 
Darren Webb, the Acting Assistant 

Director of Science explained “The 
students attended three different sessions 

on fingerprinting, blood splat analysis and 

the chemical analysis of powders which 
they found really interesting.  It was a 

great experience for them to meet with 
and work alongside children from other 

secondary schools.  They were all fully 

engaged and were a credit to the school.” 
The ‘murder victim’ was Tim Gilson, the 

Chief Executive Officer of The Athelstan 
Trust and Head Teacher at Malmesbury 

School who commented  “The joint year 7 
Forensics day was a great success; 

students from all three schools in the 

Trust worked really well together using a 
wide range of scientific methods to solve 

a crime. I was a little disconcerted to 

discover that it was my ‘murder’ 

they were solving but I am 
pleased to report that I have 

made a full recovery and 
continue to enjoy working with 

our caretaker who was the guilty 

party. It was a very creative and 
light hearted way to show how 

engaging and important science 
is. We are looking forward to a 

number of other joint Trust 
activities in a range of subjects.” 

Learning about gravity 

Forces of Gravity 
Year 7 have been learning how to change the force of 

gravity.   

In one of their Science lessons they made boats that 
didn’t sink – from plasticine that does.  In another 

lesson they were given the same size piece of plasticine 
and in teams had to come up with a way of slowing the 

force of gravity down when they dropped the plasticine 

from a height.  There were some very creative 
inventions.   

Next lesson they will have to explain it all!  
Mr D Child 



 

 

Getting Emotional 
Some of our year 7 students who take part in Social 

Skills sessions in EPIC 

have been looking at 
emotions.  

We have been talking 
about how our bodies feel 

when we experience 

different emotions and 
how other people can tell 

when we feel sad, angry 
and excited through our 

body language.  
We can also read these 

messages in other people 

and understand how they are feeling when they can 
sometimes find it difficult to say the words to tell us. 

We made a display to show all of EPIC how our 
bodies can speak for us.  Mrs S Hankinson 

 

World Affairs Faculty            
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Rise of the Dictators 
Year 9 are currently studying the Rise 

of the Dictators with a specific focus 

on the ascendency of Hitler and the 
Nazi Party.  

In order to challenge them to compare 
and contrast the methods and effects 

of different dictators, 9B2 were tasked 

with completing an extended home 
learning project on Joseph Stalin. 

Independently they researched his 
leadership qualities and beliefs, how 

he rose to power and his methods of 
control.  

A number of students pushed beyond 

this and provided examples of how he 
changed the lives of workers, women 

and young people.   
Special commendations go to  

Jack Davies 
Ella James 
Jessie Seymour 

for outstanding submissions. 

Miss J Rosbrook 

EPIC 

Helpful History Timeline 
Jack Keith in year 7 has made an amazing 

timeline to help him with his History 

studies.   
The timeline helps Jack to remember how 

generations went down the centuries and 
where his life is in relation to other famous 

people in history.  

Jack constructed the timeline which 
measures 3.6 metres and shows all of the 

Kings and Queens, as well famous inventions and 
when they were made.  The timeline includes 

remarkable events throughout history and also 
shows when Jack and Mrs Hankinson were born. 

The timeline will go on permanent display in EPIC 

to help Jack and other EPIC students to 
understand the lapse of time and remember key 

events.  Mrs S Hankinson 
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ASDAN                          Careers and Guidance 

National Careers Week 
In March, the academy arranged a 

series of activities to mark 

National Careers Week.  Year 9 
students attended a number of 

workshops to learn about post-16 
and post-18 opportunities, they completed a goal-

setting activity and explored possible career options. 

Careers Co-ordinator, Mrs Ellie O’Regan explained "Our 
Year 9 Careers Day focused around identifying and 

planning career pathways.  Students took part in 
workshops that were designed to support them in 

thinking about their potential career options, how to 
set goals, effective decision making and detailed self-

reflection of their own unique strengths and 

weaknesses.  They were also provided with an 
information session on apprenticeships.  We were very 

lucky to be supported by representatives from The 
Department for Work and Pensions, Adviza and The 

Royal Agricultural University to provide a challenging 

and interesting day.  If your child requires careers 
advice, please encourage them to book an 

appointment with our independent Careers Adviser, 
John Cousins." 

Learning about 

apprenticeships 

Goal setting 

Career options 

Blooming Lovely Challenge 
Our year 10 ASDAN students are currently working on a 

challenge that requires them to improve an area of the 

school garden by weeding it and planting seeds or 
flowers.   

So far, Charlie Denman and Charlotte Crote have planted 
a range of seeds in trays and have already potted their 

sunflowers and sweet peas. 

The area they are going to improve, with the help of the 
other students in the group, is behind the Epic Centre.  So 

look out for more photographs in the Summer newsletter 
of the finished project.  They are also planning to hold a 

competition to see who can grow the tallest sunflower.  
We are all really enjoying the experience.  

Ms K McCormick 

 'I have really enjoyed growing the seeds, 
watering them and watching them grow as  I've 

never done this before. I can't wait for my 
Candy Cane Petunias to grow.' 
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Fundraising for Lydney Hospital X-Ray Fund 

Students came to school in 

non-uniform for a special 
fundraising day to help raise 

money for Lydney Hospital’s 
new x-ray machine. 

The event was organised by 

Head Girl, Olivia Davis, who 
saw an article in The Review 

about a project to install a 
state-of-the-art digital machine 

at the hospital.  Olivia 
explained “When I read in the 

newspaper about the hospital 

trying to raise funds for a new 
machine I really wanted to 

help.  I suggested that we hold 
a non-uniform day at the 

school so that we could give 

something back to our local 
community.” 

Over £570 was raised on the 
day with more fundraising 

activities in the pipeline.   
Steve Longton and treasurer 

Brian James from Friends of 

Lydney Hospital accepted the 
cheque from year 11 students 

Olivia Davis, Nathan Allen, 
Shannon Cole, Tia Morgan and 

Caitlin Turner with Head of 

Year Alastair Cornish and 
Assistant Head Emily Smith at 

a special presentation.   
Steve Longton, a former 

teacher at the school and 

Friends of Lydney Hospital receive the cheque 

James Morgan, David Hale, Connor 
Rowbottom, Josh Huxstep, Chloe 
Watts and Holly Gardiner 

7B1 

committee member for the charity 

thanked the students for their 
efforts and contribution.  Steve 

commented, “I have lived in the 
area for over 30 years, my children 

attended this school and they have 

made use of Lydney Hospital on 
regular occasions.  It is great to 

see continued support from the 
community for our local services.”  

Assistant Head Emily Smith added “Our 

students were keen to support a local 
fundraising effort which, for many, 

really is close to home. So many of 
them have used the local hospital or 

have had friends and family members 

rushed there. They felt passionately 
about supporting such a great cause 

and have already begun planning the 
next event.” 
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Developing Community Links  
Students at The Dean Academy have been working hard 

to develop links between the local community and took 

their suggestions to local councillors earlier this term. 
Following a competition held in school to find out what 

students could do to help improve the local area, year 7 
students bravely delivered a presentation to Lydney 

Town Council, demonstrating a strong sense of 

community spirit and awareness.  
Leo Loew, Carrie Horrocks Waskett and Alfie Brown 

addressed members of the council with maturity and 
professionalism as they put forward their idea to bring 

the generations of Lydney together. They suggested the 
council organise a fun-filled treasure hunt through the 

local area and combine it with doing something good for 

the environment, including a litter pick, in order to 
encourage more families, young people and older 

generations to spend time together in the Lydney 
countryside. “All three students did a great job,” 

explained Mrs Smith, Assistant Head Teacher. 

“Councillors commented on the simplicity of their idea 
and were keen to follow up the suggestion when the 

weather improves. We all felt that the most impressive 
part of the plan was their wish to spend time with the 

older generation of the town and it was clear that this 

community spirit was at the heart of their idea.” Harry 
Ives, the council’s Education and Youth Liaison added 

“We were all impressed at their fluency and confidence 
and hope they found the experience rewarding.” 

Sharing ideas for the community: Leo Loew, 

Carrie Horrocks-Waskett and Alfie Brown 

Primary School Sports Liaison  
Throughout the year, The Dean Academy students have 

helped to organise and run various sporting 
opportunities for other students in the school, and for 

our local feeder primary schools. Much of this work 
goes unseen, and is testament to the hard work of 

Steve Price, our School Games Organiser who co-

ordinates events, giving our students the opportunities 
to participate.  

This term has seen our year 9 students attending 
Leadership training for hockey, and running the 

Quicksticks Primary Tournament held at The Dean 
Academy. Feedback on their performance, from primary 

schools staff was superb as always; "Just wanted to say 

thank you to all of your sport leaders who helped with 
the quick sticks yesterday, all of them polite, friendly 

and fair. A true credit to themselves, you and The Dean 
Academy!" 

We have also taken year 11 students to Severnbanks 

school for help and support in their lessons, leading to 
year 11 BTEC organising, co-ordinating and running a 

multi sports coaching event for year 4 pupils at 
Primrose Hill School.  The children visited The Dean 

Academy for 2 lessons, and were treated to sessions of 
basketball, football, cricket, and rugby; all planned and 

carried out by our students, as part of their assessment 

for BTEC Sport. The year 11 students received some 
fantastic feedback from the staff at Primrose Hill 

School; "Just wanted to say a very big thank you for 
today and also a very well done to your boys. They 

were really organised, polite and clear with their 

instructions and it was nice to watch their confidence 
grow as their sessions progressed." 

Next term we have a busy schedule of events, to 
include primary rounders, archery, quad kids, and 

football. Plenty for our students to become involved in, 

if they would like.  
Mrs K Rodway 

UPDATE! Following the huge success of our year 7s 

presenting their idea for a community event to the 
council, we are pleased to say that the litter pick will 

be taking place at the start of next term. We will be 
working with students from Severnbanks and 

Primrose Hill primary schools to clear up an area of 

land by Lydney boating lake. Students, 
parents and members of the council will 

be completing a treasure hunt while 
collecting litter, with prizes for the team 

with the most right answers as well as 
those who collect the most rubbish. Mrs E Smith Mrs A Ball 

Primary Transition Dates  

Year 5 Days  
Monday 19th through to Thursday 22nd 

June 2017.  Each primary school will come 
to The Dean Academy for one day. 

 Year 6 Week  
Monday 10th through to Friday 14th July 

2017.   
Each Year 6 student will be at the academy 

for the whole week. 
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Students joined in with the fundraising 

efforts across the county  to raise money for 
Comic Relief.   

Children at the academy raised £165 for the 
charity by wearing red noses and non-

uniform to school.  Mrs Fiona Price from the 

World Affairs Faculty at the academy 
commented “Our students spent the day 

fundraising for various charities including 
Comic Relief.  Money raised from the day will 

also go to Autism Awareness and to the 
Forest of Dean Sea Cadets who are raising 

money for a new roof.”  

Comic Relief Fundraising 

Members of tutor group 7G1 raising money for Comic Relief 

EASTER 2017  

A group of enthusiastic footballing fundraisers at The Dean 
Academy kicked into action as they attempted to kick a ball 

a combined distance of 1,200km to raise money for a 

Football Development Tour to Madrid in April. 
50 students from the academy will be travelling to the 

Spanish capital in the school holidays where they will have 
the opportunity to train like the professionals at 

Valdebebas and tour the Santiago Bernabau Stadium.   
They spent an exhausting afternoon in the Sports Hall at 

the academy kicking a football the distance from Lydney to 

Madrid to help contribute towards the cost of a training kit 
and match day tickets.  

Fundraising for the Madrid Football Tour 

The academy also hosted a special quiz night to raise money for the tour.  

PE teacher, Mr Adam Stradling commented “Our students have been busy 
fundraising and are really looking forward to the trip.  The quiz night was 

a huge success raising over £1,000 and we hope to raise more from the 
sponsored ‘Kick a Ball to Madrid’ event.” 


